
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42804-0 — Curious about Nature
Edited by Tim Burt , Des Thompson 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

Preface page xv

Foreword xx

Part I Getting Curious About Nature 1

1 Fieldwork and Nature: Observing, Experimenting

and Thinking 3

Tim Burt and Des Thompson

2 The Place of Field Studies in Environmental Science 47

Michael Church

3 The History of Fieldwork in the Geosciences 66

Andrew S. Goudie

4 Pioneering Fieldwork Heroes in the Life Sciences 87

Stephen Trudgill

5 The Educational Benefits of Out-of-Classroom

Learning 116

Michael J. Reiss

Part II Essays: Inspiring Fieldwork 131

6 Understanding the Decline of Hen Harriers on

Orkney 133

Arjun Amar

7 Rocky Shores Are Not Just for the Able-Bodied 138

John Archer-Thomson

8 Life, Love and Longing to Survive 142

Alison Averis

www.cambridge.org/9781108428040
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42804-0 — Curious about Nature
Edited by Tim Burt , Des Thompson 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

9 Bringing Palaeoecology Alive 146

Hilary H. Birks

10 Expedition Botany/Hobby Botany 151

John Birks

11 The Illisarvik Drained-Lake Field Experiment:

a Legacy of J. Ross Mackay 156

Chris Burn

12 In Praise of Meteorology Field Courses 161

Stephen Burt

13 Time, Place and Circumstance 165

Tim Burt

14 Sampling Fish Diversity along a Submarine

Mountain Chain 169

Ingvar Byrkjedal

15 Place and Placefulness 176

Richard Carrick

16 Ripples across the Pond 181

Stuart Corbridge

17 Fieldwork, Field-Friends and the Paradox of

Absence 185

Douglas J. Davies

18 Ornithological Fieldwork: Essential and Enjoyable 190

Roy Dennis

19 Exploration Science on the Shore of the

Arctic Ocean: a Personal Experience 195

David J. A. Evans

20 Only Connect – and Make Records 199

Alastair Fitter

21 Studying Patterned Bogs 203

David Goode

22 Mapping the Rise of the Animals: Cambrian

Bodies in the Sirius Pass, North Greenland 208

David A. T. Harper

x · Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108428040
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42804-0 — Curious about Nature
Edited by Tim Burt , Des Thompson 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

23 Evolution in the Cellar: Live-Trapping Wild

House Mice in the Italian Alps 212

Heidi C. Hauffe

24 Reflections on ‘Babooning’ 218

Russell Hill

25 Bogs, Birds and Bones: Interdisciplinary

Fieldwork on the Isle of Rum National

Nature Reserve 223

Peter Higgins

26 Exploring World(s) Down Under 231

Emily Husband

27 Experiments by Nature: Strength in Realism 236

Christian Körner

28 Big Problems – Small Animals 241

Charles J. Krebs

29 Soil Survey: a Field-Based Science 246

Allan Lilly

30 A Travelling Ethnography of Urban Technologies 253

Andrés Luque-Ayala

31 My Date with the Devil 259

Peter Marren

32 Peregrinations through the Heathlands

and Moorlands of Britain: an Applied Plant

Ecologist’s Tale 264

Rob Marrs

33 The Maimai Catchment New Zealand 271

Jeffrey McDonnell

34 ‘Writing in the Field’: the Importance of a

Local Patch 275

Stephen Moss

35 Looking but Not Seeing: How Sketching in

the Field Improves Observational Skills in Science 280

Stephen Mott

Contents · xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108428040
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42804-0 — Curious about Nature
Edited by Tim Burt , Des Thompson 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

36 From Rum to Recording Forest Soils via the

Soil Survey of Scotland: a Life of Fieldwork 284

Andrew J. Nolan

37 In Praise of Bat Detectors 290

Kirsty Park

38 In Search of Tawny Frogmouths 296

Stuart Rae

39 Don’t Just Sit There Reading . . . 300

Jane M. Reid

40 Fieldwork in the Australian Bush: If It Doesn’t

Kill You, It’ll Convert You 304

Lisa Robins

41 Field Studies of Behaviour and Life-Changing

Events 309

Leigh W. Simmons

42 Sediment, Wind Turbines and Rhinos: Ah,

the Life of a Geographer! 313

Mike Slattery

43 Conservation Science: the Need for a New

Paradigm Founded on Robust Field Evidence 317

William J. Sutherland

44 The Worst Journey in the World 320

Des Thompson

45 Field-less Fieldwork in Archaeology’s Digital Age 327

Andrew Tibbs

46 Reflections on a Career with the Field Studies

Council 331

Sue Townsend

47 My Love Affair with Rocks That Fizz 341

Maurice Tucker

48 In the Footsteps of John Wesley Powell: Restoring

the Sand Bars in the Grand Canyon 345

Alan Werritty

xii · Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108428040
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42804-0 — Curious about Nature
Edited by Tim Burt , Des Thompson 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

49 Connecting the Next Generation to Their World 351

Natalie White

50 Beyond the Curriculum: Wider Conceptions of

Learning in the Field 356

Lewis Winks

Part III Reflections and Where Next for Field Studies 363

51 Epilogue: Inspiring, Curious and Novel Fieldwork 365

Tim Burt and Des Thompson

Contributing Author Biographies 377

Index 389

The plate section can be found between pp. 202 and 203

Contents · xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108428040
www.cambridge.org

