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COMPLETING HUMANITY

After the Second World War, the dissolution of European empires
and emergence of ‘new states’ in Asia, Africa, Oceania, and elsewhere
necessitated large-scale structural changes in international legal order. In
Completing Humanity, Umut Özsu recounts the history of the struggle to
transform international law during the twentieth century’s last major
wave of decolonization. Commencing in 1960, with the General Assembly’s
landmark decolonization resolution, and concluding in 1982, with the close
of the third UN Conference on the Law of the Sea and the onset of the
Latin American debt crisis, the book examines the work of elite inter-
national lawyers from newly independent states alongside that of inter-
national law specialists from ‘First World’ and socialist states. A study in
modiûcations to legal theory and doctrine over time, it documents and
reassesses post-1945 decolonization from the standpoint of the ‘Third
World’ and the jurists who elaborated and defended its interests.

÷ÿ÷÷ öÿ÷÷ is Associate Professor of Law and Legal Studies at Carleton
University, Ottawa. He is the author of Formalizing Displacement:

International Law and Population Transfers (2015), and the co-editor of
several volumes and journal symposia.
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NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY
AND TRANSLATIONS

Readers familiar with the history of post-1945 decolonization are accus-
tomed to a variety of terms used by lawyers, diplomats, and others in
reference to different states, peoples, and regions. ‘North’ and ‘South’;
‘developed’ and ‘developing’; ‘industrialized’ and ‘industrializing’; ‘First
World’, ‘Second World’, and ‘Third World’; ‘capitalist’, ‘socialist’, and
‘nonaligned’. No great imagination is needed to recognize that these and
other categories are replete with evasions and contradictions. The
techno-politics of ‘development’ is built on centuries of civilizing mis-
sions. There has always been a ‘South’ in the ‘North’, as there has always
been a ‘North’ in the ‘South’. And just as many states marked as ‘non-
aligned’ have aligned themselves rather decisively at speciûc moments,
some ‘socialist’ states are perhaps better described as ‘state capitalist’
(leaving aside the fact that all states operate within an international state
system undergirded by the capitalist mode of production). Nevertheless,
I have chosen to retain most such terms. My reason for doing so is
simple: since my central aim is to describe, explain, and analyze argu-
ments about the international law of decolonization on their own terms,
and since participants in the postwar project of developing an inter-
national law of and for decolonization relied extensively upon these terms,
I have opted to remain faithful to the legal and diplomatic vernaculars
favoured by decolonization’s champions, critics, and commentators.

Unless otherwise indicated, all translations are mine.
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Second International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, GA Res. 55/146 (8

December 2000).

Southern Rhodesia, SC Res. 232 (16 December 1966).

Special Committee for South West Africa, GA Res. 1806 (XVII) (14 December 1962).

Special Committee on Territories under Portuguese Administration, GA Res. 1809

(XVII) (14 December 1962).

Strict Observance of the Prohibition of the Threat or Use of Force in International

Relations, and of the Right of Peoples to Self-Determination, GA Res. 2160 (XXI)

(30 November 1966).

÷÷÷ÿ÷ �÷ ÷÷÷�ÿ÷÷ÿ�ÿ÷ xix

www.cambridge.org/9781108427692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-42769-2 — Completing Humanity
Umut Özsu
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Exploitation, for Commercial Purposes, of the Resources of the Sea-Bed and the

Ocean Floor, and the Subsoil Thereof, beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction,
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.algerie-tpp.org/tpp/en/declaration_algiers.htm.

xx ÷÷÷ÿ÷ �÷ ÷÷÷�ÿ÷÷ÿ�ÿ÷

www.cambridge.org/9781108427692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-42769-2 — Completing Humanity
Umut Özsu
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

TABLE OF DOMESTIC STATUTES

US, Deep Seabed Hard Mineral Resources Act, 28 June 1980, 30 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.

US, Magnuson–Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 13 April 1976, 16

U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

USSR, Edict on Provisional Measures to Regulate Soviet Enterprises for the Exploration

and Exploitation of Mineral Resources, adopted 17 April 1982, 21 ILM 551.

xxi

www.cambridge.org/9781108427692
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-42769-2 — Completing Humanity
Umut Özsu
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ABBREVIATIONS

AALCC Asian–African Legal Consultative Committee

AAPSO Afro–Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization

AFDI Annuaire français de droit international

AJIL American Journal of International Law

AJIL Sup. American Journal of International Law Supplement

ASIL Pd. American Society of International Law Proceedings

BFSP British and Foreign State Papers

BISD Basic Instruments and Selected Documents (GATT)
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ICJ Rep. International Court of Justice Reports
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IJIL Indian Journal of International Law
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ILA International Law Association

ILC International Law Commission

ILM International Legal Materials

ILO International Labour Organization

IMF International Monetary Fund
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RBDI Revue belge de droit international
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REDI Revue égyptienne de droit international
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SC Security Council

SCR Supreme Court Reports (Canada)
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UN United Nations
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UNCLOT United Nations Conference on the Law of Treaties

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
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