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After the Second World War, the dissolution of European empires
and emergence of ‘new states’ in Asia, Africa, Oceania, and elsewhere
necessitated large-scale structural changes in international legal order. In
Completing Humanity, Umut Ozsu recounts the history of the struggle to
transform international law during the twentieth century’s last major
wave of decolonization. Commencing in 1960, with the General Assembly’s
landmark decolonization resolution, and concluding in 1982, with the close
of the third UN Conference on the Law of the Sea and the onset of the
Latin American debt crisis, the book examines the work of elite inter-
national lawyers from newly independent states alongside that of inter-
national law specialists from ‘First World’ and socialist states. A study in
modifications to legal theory and doctrine over time, it documents and
reassesses post-1945 decolonization from the standpoint of the ‘Third
World’ and the jurists who elaborated and defended its interests.
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NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY
AND TRANSLATIONS

Readers familiar with the history of post-1945 decolonization are accus-
tomed to a variety of terms used by lawyers, diplomats, and others in
reference to different states, peoples, and regions. ‘North’ and ‘South’;
‘developed’ and ‘developing’; ‘industrialized’ and ‘industrializing’; ‘First
World’, ‘Second World’, and “Third World’; ‘capitalist’, ‘socialist’, and
‘nonaligned’. No great imagination is needed to recognize that these and
other categories are replete with evasions and contradictions. The
techno-politics of ‘development’ is built on centuries of civilizing mis-
sions. There has always been a ‘South’ in the ‘North’, as there has always
been a ‘North’ in the ‘South’. And just as many states marked as ‘non-
aligned’ have aligned themselves rather decisively at specific moments,
some ‘socialist’ states are perhaps better described as ‘state capitalist’
(leaving aside the fact that all states operate within an international state
system undergirded by the capitalist mode of production). Nevertheless,
I have chosen to retain most such terms. My reason for doing so is
simple: since my central aim is to describe, explain, and analyze argu-
ments about the international law of decolonization on their own terms,
and since participants in the postwar project of developing an inter-
national law of and for decolonization relied extensively upon these terms,
I have opted to remain faithful to the legal and diplomatic vernaculars
favoured by decolonization’s champions, critics, and commentators.
Unless otherwise indicated, all translations are mine.
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