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       MIDDLE ENGLISH MOUTHS 

 h e mouth, responsible for both physical and spiritual functions –  
eating, drinking, breathing, praying and confessing –  was of imme-
diate importance to medieval thinking about the nature of the human 
being. Where scholars have traditionally focused on the mouth’s 
grotesque excesses, Katie L.  Walter argues for the recuperation of 
its material ‘everyday’ aspect. Walter’s original study draws on two 
rich archives:  one comprising Middle English theology (Langland, 
Julian of Norwich, Lydgate, Chaucer) and pastoral writings; the 
other broadly medical and surgical, including learned encyclopaedias 
and vernacular translations and treatises. Challenging several critical 
orthodoxies about the centrality of sight, the hierarchy of the senses 
and the separation of religious from medical discourses, the book 
reveals the centrality of the mouth, taste and touch to human modes 
of knowing and to Christian identity. 

 dr katie l.  walter is Senior Lecturer in Medieval English 
Literature at the University of Sussex. She is the editor of  Reading Skin 
in Medieval Literature and Culture  (2013),  h e Culture of Inquisition 
in Medieval England  (with Mary Flannery, 2013) and a special issue 
of  Textual Practice  on ‘Prosthesis in Medieval and Early Modern 
Culture’ (with Chloe Porter and Margaret Healy, 2016). Dr Walter 
has published essays on the body, skin, l esh and the senses, as well as 
on medieval literary theories and reading practices.   
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   doi :  10.1017/ 9781108551106    

   © Katie L. Walter 2018   

 h is publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 

permission of Cambridge University Press. 

   First published 2018   

   Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc   

    A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.    
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