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PLATO’S ACADEMY

The Academy was a philosophical school established by Plato that
safeguarded the continuity and the evolution of Platonism over a
period of about 300 years. Its contribution to the development of
Hellenistic philosophical and scientific thinking was decisive, but it
also had a major impact on the formation of most of the other phil-
osophical trends emerging during this period. This volume surveys
the evidence for the historical and social setting in which the
Academy operated, as well as the various shifts in the philosophical
outlook of Platonism during its existence. Its contribution to the
evolution of special sciences such as mathematics is also examined.
The book further includes the first complete annotated translation
in English of Philodemus’ History of the Academy, preserved on a
papyrus from Herculaneum. It thus offers a comprehensive picture
of one of the most prominent and influential of all educational
institutions in ancient Greece.

PAUL KALLIGAS is Director of the European Cultural Centre of
Delphi in Greece, and was Professor of Ancient Philosophy at the
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens until 2015. His
research interests are mainly focused on the history of Platonism.

CHLOE BALLA is Associate Professor of Ancient Philosophy at the
University of Crete. Her research focuses on the texts of the
Sophists, Plato and Aristotle, as well as on the Greek medical
writers. She is currently writing a monograph on Plato’s Phaedo.

EFFIE BAZIOTOPOULOU-VALAVANI is an archaeologist and was
Director of the Ephorate of Athens from 2009 to 2012, during
which time she was responsible for renovation works in the archaeo-
logical site of the Academy of Plato, as well as for the exhibition at
the Digital Museum of the site.

VASSILIS KARASMANIS is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the
National Technical University of Athens, where he specialised in
ancient philosophy and science. He was Director of the European
Cultural Centre of Delphi from 1994 to 2004.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani, Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

PLATO’S ACADEMY
Its Workings and Its History

EDITED BY

PAUL KALLIGAS
European Cultural Centre of Delphi

CHLOE BALLA
University of Crete

EFFIE BAZIOTOPOULOU-VALAVANI
Third Ephorate of Prebistoric and Classical Antiquities of Athens

VASSILIS KARASMANIS
National Technical University of Athens

CAMBRIDGE
) UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06—04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
DOT: 10.1017/9781108554664

© Cambridge University Press 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd, Padstow, Cornwall
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
~NaMEs: Kalligas, Paulos, editor.

TITLE: Plato's academy : its workings and its history / edited by Paul Kalligas, University of
Athens, Greece, Chloe Balla, University of Crete, Effie Baziotopoulou-
Valavani, Vassilis Karasmanis.
pESCRIPTION: Cambridge, United Kingdom : Cambridge University Press, 2019. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2019040857 (print) | LCCN 2019040858 (ebook) | 1sBN 9781108426442
(hardback) | 1sBN 9781108554664 (ebook)
susjecTs: LcsH: Philosophy, Ancient. | Plato.

CLASSIFICATION: LcC B338 .Ps3 2019 (print) | Lcc B338 (ebook) | ppc 184-dc23
LC record available at https://lcen.loc.gov/2019040857
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019040858

ISBN 978-1-108-42644-2 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URL:s for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy
Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

List of Hllustrations
List of Contributors
Preface

I

Introduction
Paul Kalligas

page vii
ix
xi

In the Shadow of Athena Polias: The Divinities of the Academy,

the Training of Politai and Death in Service to Athens
Daniela Marchiandi

Observations on the Topography of Ancient Academia
Manolis Panayiotopoulos and Tania Chatziefthimion

The Gymnasium of the Academy and the School of Plato
Eutychia Lygouri-Tolia

The Academy in Athenian Politics and Society — Between
Disintegration and Integration: The First Eighty Years
(387/6—306/5)

Matthias Haake

Plato in the Academy: Some Cautious Reflections

John Glucker

Plato and the Mathematics of the Academy
Vassilis Karasmanis

Euclid of Alexandria: A Child of the Academy?
Michalis Sialaros

The Study of Natural Kinds in the Early Academy
Istvdn Bodndr

II

28

46

65

89

108

141

153

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

vi Contents

10 Approaches to the Pythagorean Acusmata in the Early Academy 167
Phillip Sidney Horky

11 Polemo, grosser Schatten of the Old Academy 188
John Dillon

12 One Academy? The Transition from Polemo and Crates to
Arcesilaus 200
Harold Tarrant

13 Carneades’ Theological Arguments 220

David Sedley

14 'The End of the Academy 242
Mauro Bonazzi

15 The Academy Through Epicurean Eyes: Some Lives

of Academic Philosophers in Philodemus’ Synzaxis 256
Myrto Hatzimichali
Appendix 276

Philodemus’ History of the Philosophers: Plato and the Academy

(PHerc. 1021 and 164), Translated with Introduction by Paul

Kalligas and Voula Tsouna, and Notes by Myrto Hatzimichali 276
Bibliography 384
Index 420

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

Hlustrations

Figure 3.1 Imaginary plan of Plato’s Academy. Jean-Denis Barbié

du Bocage, Pour le voyage du jeune Anacharsis en

Gréce (1788). page 29
Figure 3.2 The ‘Sacred House’ and the prehistoric building.

Praktika 1958, pl. 2b. 34

Figure 3.3 Architectural remains in the ‘Veneta Farm’.
Archive of the Third Ephorate of Prehistoric and
Classical Antiquities. 43

Figure 3.4 Marble sepulchral altar. From the archive of the Third
Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities. 44

Figure 4.1 Map of Ancient Athens. Printed with permission
from the Greek Archaeological Society. 47

Figure 4.2 From Dipylon to the Academy. Printed with
permission from the Greek Archaeological Society. 49

Figure 4.3 Ancient Road found in Aristophron’s excavations in
1930. Printed with permission from the Greek
Archaeological Society. 50

Figure 4.4 The map of the ancient Academy by Aristophron.
Printed with permission from the Greek
Archaeological Society. 52

Figure 4.5a Ancient road, propylon and peribolos. Printed with
permission from the Greek Archaeological Society. 53

Figure 4.5b Peribolos (rescue excavation in 105-107 Platonos
Street, Academia Platonos). Printed with permission
from the Greek Archaeological Society. 54

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

viii List of lllustrations

Figure 4.6  The classical peribolos found in the rescue excavation
of 105-107 Platonos Street. Photo by the author. 55

Figure 4.7 'The north part of the so-called Gymnasium of the
Academy. Rectangular blocks of Eleusian limestone
in second use. Photo by the author. 56

Figure 4.8  The rectangular bases inside the porticoes of the
so-called Gymnasium of the Academy. Printed with
permission from the Greek Archaeological Society. 56

Figure 4.9 The Palaestra of the Gymnasium of the Lyceum in
Rigillis Street (left). The so-called Gymnasium of the

Academy (right). 57
Figure 4.10 The square peristyle from the north. Printed with

permission from the Greek Archaeological Society. 59
Figure 4.11  Plan of Hadrian’s Library in Athens. 63
Map 3.1 Prehistoric Period. 32
Map 3.2 Geometric Period. 33
Map 3.3 Archaic Period. 36
Map 3.4  Classical Period. 38
Map 3.5 Roman Period. 41
Map 3.6 “Veneta Farm’. 45

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

Contributors

ISTVAN BODNAR is a Professor in the Department of Ancient and
Medieval Philosophy of E6tvos University and teaches at the Department
of Philosophy of Central European University, Budapest.

MAURO BONAZZI is a Professor in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy at
the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Utrecht University.

TANIA CHATZIEFTHIMIOU is an archaeologist at the Ephorate of
Antiquities of Athens.

JOHN DILLON is a Professor/Emeritus Fellow at Trinity College Dublin.

JOHN GLUCKER is an Emeritus Professor of the Tel Aviv University
Classics Department.

MATTHIAS HAAKE is a Research Assistant at the Seminar for Ancient
History, University of Miinster.

MYRTO HATZIMICHALI is a Lecturer in Classics at the University of

Cambridge.

PHILLIP SIDNEY HORKY is an Associate Professor of Ancient Philosophy
in the Department of Classics and Ancient History, Durham University.

PAUL KALLIGAS is a former Professor of Ancient Philosophy at the
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and current Director of

the European Cultural Centre of Delphi.

VASSILIS KARASMANTIS is an Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the
National Technical University of Athens.

EUTYCHIA LYGOURI-TOLIA is a former Director of the Ephorate of
Antiquities of Piraeus.

DANIELA MARCHIANDI is a Researcher in Greek History at the
University of Turin, in the Department of Historical Studies.

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

X List of Contributors

MANOLIS PANAYIOTOPOULOS is an archaeologist at the Ephorate of
Antiquities of Athens.

DAVID SEDLEY is a Professor Emeritus of the University of Cambridge.

MICHALIS SIALAROS is an Assistant Professor of History of Science at
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens.

HAROLD TARRANT is a Professor Emeritus of the University of
Newcastle, Australia.

VOULA TSOUNA is a Professor of Philosophy in the Department of
Philosophy, University of California, Santa Barbara.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426442
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42644-2 — Plato's Academy

Edited by Paul Kalligas , Chloe Balla , Effie Baziotopoulou-Valavani , Vassilis Karasmanis
Frontmatter

More Information

Preface

The papers that appear in the present volume were originally presented at
a conference entitled ‘Plato’s Academy: A Survey of the Evidence’, held
on 12-16 December 2012 by the National and Kapodistrian University of
Athens. The conference, which was part of the project ‘Plato’s Academy —
Development of Knowledge and Innovative Ideas’ sponsored by the
Greek Ministry of Education and by the European Social Fund (2007-
13), was under the auspices of HE the President of the Hellenic Republic
Dr Karolos Papoulias. The editors, who also acted as the organising com-
mittee for the conference, wish further to express their gratitude to the
former Minister of Education Mrs Anna Diamantopoulou, to the Vice-
Rector of the University of Athens Professor Thomas Sfikopoulos and to
Professor Vasso Kindi for their valuable assistance.

The papers included here are meant to represent the multifarious char-
acter of Plato’s school, the diversity of the types of learning pursued in it
and the various aspects of its interaction with contemporary historical
and social circumstances. On the other hand, special care has been given
in order to integrate the multiple approaches involved into a comprehen-
sive narrative that reflects the complex nature of the exercise of philoso-
phy in antiquity as being an activity far more variegated than a purely
academic endeavour. The evolution of the Academy’s philosophical
stance through various stages is also an important key for our under-
standing of its historical course, its theoretical versatility and its signifi-
cance for the development of ancient thought. Philodemus’ History of the
Academy is undoubtedly one of the primary sources on this topic pre-
served for us from antiquity thanks to the ashes of Vesuvius. For this rea-
son, we have decided to include this invaluable document as an
Appendix, translated for the first time in its entirety into English and
accompanied by a mainly historical commentary. This should enable
even the non-specialist reader to derive a comprehensive picture of the
development of the school during the three centuries of its existence.
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