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The death of the Islamic Republic’s revolutionary patriarch Ayatollah
Khomeini, the bitter denouement of the Iran-Iraq War, and
marginalisation of leading factions within the political elite, in tandem
with the end of the Cold War, harboured immense intellectual and
political repercussions for the Iranian state and society. It was these
events which created the conditions for the emergence of Iran’s post-
revolutionary reform movement, as its intellectuals and political leaders
sought to re-evaluate the foundations of the Islamic state’s political
legitimacy and religious authority. In this monograph, Sadeghi-
Boroujerdi examines the rise and evolution of reformist political thought
in Iran and analyses the complex network of publications, study circles,
and think tanks that encompassed a range of prominent politicians and
intellectuals in the 1990s. In his meticulous account of the relationships
between the post-revolutionary political class and intelligentsia, he
explores a panoply of political and ideological issues still vital to
understanding Iran’s revolutionary state, such as the ruling political
theology of the ‘Guardianship of the Jurist’, the political elite’s
engagement with questions of Islamic statehood, democracy, and
constitutionalism, and their critiques of revolutionary agency and social
transformation.

Eskandar Sadeghi-Boroujerdi is a British Academy Postdoctoral Research
Fellow in the Faculty of Oriental Studies at the University of Oxford and
Postdoctoral Associate at St Cross College, Oxford. He has taught at the
University of Oxford, SOAS (University of London), and the University of
Exeter. Sadeghi-Boroujerdi was Associate Editor at the British Journal of
Middle Eastern Studies from 2014 to 2017 and is Series Editor of Radical
Histories of the Middle East. His writings on Iran have been widely
published in academic journals and the international media, including the
British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Iranian Studies, Digest of
Middle East Studies, Middle East Journal, Foreign Policy, Jadaliyya, Al
Jazeera, Lobelog, Muftah, Jacobin, and The Guardian.
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The Global Middle East series seeks to broaden and deconstruct the
geographical boundaries of the ‘Middle East’ as a concept to include
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methodological frameworks resonating across relevant disciplines in the
humanities and the social sciences. In particular, the general editors
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Note on Sources and Transliteration

Part of Chapter 2 is based on a revised version of the essay ‘Ali Shariati
and the Ideologization of Religion’, Eskandar Sadeghi-Boroujerdi,
Tehran Bureau, PBS Frontline, 30 October 2011.

Chapter 7 is based on a revised version of the article ‘From Eteld ‘ati
to Eslabtalabi: Sa‘'id Hajjarian, Political Theology and the Politics of
Reform in Post-Revolutionary Iran’, Eskandar Sadeghi-Boroujerdi,
Iranian Studies 47, no. 6, 987-1009. This book uses a variation of
the Iranian Studies journal’s transliteration system, albeit dispensing
with all diacritical marks reserved for long vowels.

xii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108426343
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42634-3 — Revolution and Its Discontents
Eskandar Sadeghi-Boroujerdi

Frontmatter

More Information

Abbreviations

IRI Islamic Republic of Iran (Jomburi-ye eslami-ye Iran)

MRM  Association of Combatant Clerics (Majma -e rowhaniyun-e
mobarez)

IRGC  Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (Sepab-e pasdaran-e
engelab-e eslami)

JRM Society of Combatant Clergy (Jame ‘eh-ye rowhaniyyat-e
mobarez)

GC Guardian Council (Shura-ye negabban)

IRP Islamic Republic Party (Hezb-e jomburi-ye eslami)

SMEEI  Mojahedin Organisation of the Islamic Revolution of Iran
(Sazman-e mojahedin-e enqelab-e eslami-ye Iran)

SMEE  Mojahedin Organisation of the Islamic Revolution (Sazman-
e mojahedin-e enqgelab-e eslami)

PRG Provisional Revolutionary Government

NAI Freedom Movement of Iran (Nehzat-e azadi-ye Iran)

SFMMI Council of National-Religious Activists of Iran (Shura-ye
fa ‘alan-e melli mazhabi-ye Iran)

PFII Participation Front for Islamic Iran (Hezb-e jebheh-ye
mosharekat-e Iran-e eslami)

HEM  National Trust Party (Hezb-e e temad-e melli)

DTV Office for Strengthening Unity (Daftar-e tabkim-e vahdat)

JME Islamic Coalition Society (Jam ‘iyyat-e mo ‘talafeb-ye eslami)

SQST  Society of Qom Seminary Teachers (Jame ‘eh-ye modarresin-
e howzeb-ye ‘elmiyyebh-ye Qom)

PMOI  People’s Mojahedin Organisation of Iran (Sazman-e mojabe-
din-e khalq-e Iran)

PSRC  Presidential Strategic Research Centre

SEF Council for Cultural Revolution (Setad-e engelab-e farbangi)

OIPFG Organisation of the Iranian People’s Fada'i Guerrillas
(Sazman-e cherik-ha-ye fada ‘i-ye khalg-e Iran)

FI Devotees of Islam (Fada ‘iyan-e Islam)
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