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runaway technology

In an era of corporate surveillance, artificial intelligence, deep fakes, genetic
modification, automation, and more, law often seems to take a back seat to
rampant technological change. To listen to Silicon Valley barons, there’s
nothing any of us can do about it. In this riveting work, Joshua Fairfield calls
their bluff. He provides a fresh look at law, at what it actually is, how it works, and
how we can create the kind of laws that help humans thrive in the face of
technological change. He shows that law can keep up with technology because
law is a kind of technology—a social technology built by humans out of
cooperative fictions like firms, nations, and money. However, to secure the
benefits of changing technology for all of us, we need a new kind of law, one
that reflects our evolving understanding of how humans use language to
cooperate.

Joshua A. T. Fairfield is William D. Bain Family Professor of Law, Washington
and Lee University School of Law. He is the author of Owned: Property, Privacy,
and the New Digital Serfdom (2017). A Fulbright and Fernand Braudel Scholar,
Professor Fairfield was a privacy and civil liberties counsel on intelligence
community studies of virtual worlds, and was part of the founding team of
Rosetta Stone.
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