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“Lawfare” describes the systematic use and abuse of legal procedure for political
ends. The Violence of Law examines this insufficiently understood form of warfare in
post-genocide Rwanda — where it contributed to the making of dictatorship. In this
pioneering study, Jens Meierhenrich provides a redescription of Rwanda’s daring experi-
ment in transitional justice known as inkiko gacaca. By dissecting the temporally and
structurally embedded mechanisms and processes by which change agents in genocide’s
aftermath maneuvered to create modified legal arrangements of things past, Meierhen-
rich reveals an unexpected jurisprudence of violence. Combining nomothetic and ideo-
graphic reasoning, he shows that the deformation of the gacaca courts — and the rise of
lawfare in post-genocide Rwanda — was not preordained but the outcome of a violently
structured contingency. The Violence of Law tells a disturbing tale and will appeal to
scholars and practitioners of foreign, comparative, and international law.

Jens Meierhenrich is the Stephen and Barbara Friedman Visiting Professor of Law at
Columbia Law School and Professor of International Relations at the London School
of Economics and Political Science. He previously taught for a decade at Harvard
University. His many books include The Legacies of Law: Long-Run Consequences
of Legal Development in South Africa, 1652—2000 (Cambridge, 2008), which won the
American Political Science Association’s 2009 Woodrow Wilson Foundation Award,
and The Remnants of the Rechtsstaat: An Ethnography of Nazi Law (Oxford, 2018).
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“Law is violence, not always (let alone necessarily) an alternative to it, Jens

Meierhenrich brilliantly documents in this long-awaited masterpiece, in the pro-

cess entirely overturning congratulatory, melodramatic, and orientalist depictions
of local ‘justice.” A genuinely monumental work, in insight as well as in scope.”

Samuel Moyn, Chancellor Kent Professor of Law

and History, Yale Law School

“Deeply informed theoretically, and truly interdisciplinary, The Violence of Law
builds upon a granular account of Rwanda’s post-genocide experience, including
a detailed ethnography of its widely noted gacaca courts, to develop an important
argument of how legalism and ‘lawfare,” consent and coercion, are simultaneously
constructed and entangled in support of governmentality. The book deserves close
attention from everyone interested in legal theory.”
Mark Tushnet, William Nelson Cromwell Professor of
Law Emeritus, Harvard Law School

“I'he Violence of Law is a first-rate critique of transitional justice as injustice. It

reveals a jurisprudence of violence unexpected by those who misunderstand rule-
of-law promotion as an inherently good practice.”

Laura Nader, Professor of Anthropology,

University of California, Berkeley

“Meierhenrich pulls back the veil of ignorance to show the violence embed-

ded in the law. Meticulously and exhaustively researched and expertly analyzed,

The Violence of Law is a magisterial accomplishment. Its findings go beyond the
gacaca courts to question the entire transitional justice enterprise.”

Michael Barnett, University Professor of International Affairs and

Political Science, George Washington University

“Weaving together on-the-ground observations, political theories, photographic
evidence, and historical narratives, The Violence of Law exposes how brutal effects
of power can be accompanied by a narrative of victimhood, mobilizing inter-
national sympathy.”

Martha Minow, 300th Anniversary University Professor,

Harvard Law School
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Andrew Iliff, and Alfa Tiruneh played significant roles when this project was still in
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Arts and Sciences funded my — and their — first immersion in post-genocide Rwanda.
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genocide society — for a bespoke learning experience. And a formative experience
it was for everyone involved. To my delight, one of my former undergraduates even
beat me to publication. Catie’s own book on post-genocide Rwanda hit the shelves
in 2016; Shakirah’s is in the offing.* My goal in accompanying this exceptional group
of students to Central Africa was to teach them — inside Rwanda’s dictatorship — how

3 Filip Reyntjens, Political Governance in Post-genocide Rwanda (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2014). More recently, see Marie-Eve Desrosiers, Trajectories of Authoritarianism in Rwanda:
Elusive Control before the Genocide (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2023).

+ Catherine A. Honeyman, The Orderly Entrepreneur: Youth, Education, and Governance in
Rwanda (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2010); Shakirah E. Hudani, “Carceral Urbanism:
Reconstructing the Architecture of Punitive Space in Post-genocide Rwanda,” Punishment and
Society, Vol. 23 (2021), pp. 631-649. See also Andrew R. Iliff, “Root and Branch: Discourses of
“T'radition” in Grassroots Transitional Justice,” International Journal of Transitional Justice, Vol. 6

(2012), pp. 253-273.
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5 Like all foreigners in the country, we constantly were at risk of being instrumentalized by the powers
that be. And yet, because of its Ivy League cachet, the Harvard logo also opened doors for us. On the
marketing of dictatorship at, and with the aid of, Harvard University, see Sacha Yabili, “How Harvard
Abdicates Its Moral Responsibility,” Harvard Crimson, February 26, 2016, at www.thecrimson.com.
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