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The Human Rights Dictatorship

Ned Richardson-Little exposes the forgotten history of human rights in
the German Democratic Republic, placing the history of the Cold War,
Eastern European dissidents and the revolutions of 1989 in a new light.
By demonstrating how even a communist dictatorship could imagine
itself to be a champion of human rights, this book challenges popular
narratives on the fall of the Berlin Wall and illustrates how notions of
human rights evolved in the Cold War as they were re-imagined in East
Germany by both dissidents and state officials. Ultimately, the fight for
human rights in East Germany was part of a global battle in the post-war
era over competing conceptions of what human rights meant. Nonethe-
less, the collapse of dictatorship in East Germany did not end this
conflict, as citizens had to choose for themselves what kind of human
rights would follow in its wake.

NED RICHARDSON-LITTLE is a Freigeist Fellow at the University of
Erfurt, Germany where he leads a project on international crime and
globalisation. He received the Fritz Stern Dissertation Prize from the
German Historical Institute Washington and a commendation from the
Fraenkel Prize committee at the Wiener Library.
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Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, University of California, Berkeley
Samuel Moyn, Yale University, Connecticut

This series showcases new scholarship exploring the backgrounds of human
rights today. With an open-ended chronology and international perspective, the
series seeks works attentive to the surprises and contingencies in the historical
origins and legacies of human rights ideals and interventions. Books in the series
will focus not only on the intellectual antecedents and foundations of human
rights, but also on the incorporation of the concept by movements, nation-states,
international governance, and transnational law.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/human-rights-history
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In memory of

a humanist

Prof. Kurt Sittmann
and

a warrior-scholar
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