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       Nurturing Indonesia 

 Hans Pols proposes a new perspective on the history of colonial medicine 

from the viewpoint of indigenous physicians. Members of the Indonesian 

medical profession in the Dutch East Indies actively participated in polit-

ical affairs by joining and leading nationalist associations, by publishing in 

newspapers and magazines, and by being elected to city councils and the 

colonial parliament. Indonesian physicians were motivated by their medical 

training, their experiences as physicians, and their subordinate position within 

the colonial health care system to organise, lead, and join social, cultural, and 

political associations. Opening with the founding of Indonesia’s i rst polit-

ical association in 1908 and continuing with the initiatives of the Association 

of Indonesian Physicians, Pols describes how the Rockefeller Foundation’s 

projects inspired the formulation of a nationalist health program. Tracing the 

story through the Japanese annexation, the war of independence, and inde-

pendent Indonesia, Pols reveals the relationship between medicine and decol-

onisation, and the role of physicians in Asian history. 

  Hans Pols  is Associate Professor in the School of History and Philosophy 

of Science at the University of Sydney. He helped found the Indonesian 

Association of the History of Medicine (PERSEKIN) in 2009.   

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ii

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

iii

    Global Health Histories   

   Series Editor: 

  Sanjoy Bhattacharya, University of York   

  Global Health Histories  aims to publish outstanding and innovative schol-

arship on the history of public health, medicine and science worldwide. By 

studying the many ways in which the impact of ideas of health and well- being 

on society were measured and described in different global, international, 

regional, national and local contexts, books in the series reconceptualise the 

nature of empire, the nation state, extra- state actors and different forms of 

globalisation. The series showcases new approaches to writing about the 

connected histories of health and medicine, humanitarianism and global eco-

nomic and social development.   
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   Christophina Georgina Sigismunda (‘Noenie’) van 

Bosse- Remmert 

 (* Bintaran, Yogyakarta, 26 November 1880– 25 

November 1974, The Hague, The Netherlands) 

 Hermine Jeanne Christine (‘Hamie’) Cramer- van Bosse 

 (* Bintaran, Yogyakarta, 24 November 1908– 15 July 

1995, Ede, The Netherlands) 
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 (* Menteng, Batavia, 14 September 1938– 23 January 

1974, Assen, The Netherlands)   

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ix

ix

   Contents    

  List of   Figures page   x  

  Acknowledgements     xiii  

  List of Medical Institutions     xvii  

  A Note on Spelling, Pronunciation, and Names     xix  

   Introduction:     Colonial Dreams, National Awakenings, and 

Cosmopolitan Aspirations     1  

  1     Abdul Rivai: Medicine and the Enticement of Modernity     21  

  2     The Enchantment of Cosmopolitan Science: Student Life 

at the Dutch East Indies Medical Colleges     46  

  3     The Indies Youth Movements: Progress, Westernisation, and 

Cultural Pride     71  

  4     Professional Aspirations and Colonial Ambivalence: 

The Association of Indies Physicians     93  

  5     The Insults of Colonial Psychiatry and the Psychological 

Damage of Colonialism     116  

  6     The Great Depression: Rockefeller Initiatives and Medical 

Nationalism     138  

  7     Indonesian Physicians in the Greater East- Asia Co- Prosperity Sphere     161  

  8     Medical Heroism and the Indonesian Revolution     183  

  9     Medicine in Independent Indonesia: National Physicians and 

International Health     204  

   Conclusion:     The Rise and Decline of the National Physician     229  

  Bibliography     241  

  Index     281   

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x

x

   Figures    

  0.1     Banner outside the Museum of National Awakening, Jakarta, on 

the occasion of the symposium commemorating 100 years of 

national awakening on 20 May 2008. Figure by author   page   2  

  0.2     The Dokter Djawa School around the turn of the twentieth 

century, just after the new building had been completed. In 

1902 it was renamed as the School for the Education of Native 

Physicians [School ter Opleiding van Inlandsche Artsen] 

(STOVIA). Figure: University of Leiden library, KITLV 

collection (35810)     9  

  0.3     Medical students at the Batavia Medical College (STOVIA) 

in 1919. Figure courtesy of the Dutch National Museum of 

Ethnology, Leiden (TM- 60047128)     17  

  1.1     Abdul Rivai on New Year’s Day, 1902, in Amsterdam. 

Figure: University of Leiden library, KITLV collection 

(122953)     25  

  1.2     Louis D. Petit, Abdullah, the son of Wahidin and Abdul Rivai’s 

housemate, and Abdul Rivai. Abdullah was, at the time, a 

student at an art school in the Netherlands and illustrated the 

 Bintang Hindia . Louis Petit knew many Indies students in the 

Netherlands and provided various forms of assistance to them. 

Figure: University of Leiden library, KITLV collection (34440)     35  

  2.1     The building of the Surabaya Medical College (NIAS). Figure 

courtesy of the Dutch National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden 

(TM10002343)     51  

  2.2     Courtyard of the Batavia Medical College (STOVIA) in 1902. 

Figure: University of Leiden library, KITLV collection (35819)     53  

  2.3     Dormitory for the younger students at the Batavia Medical 

College (STOVIA). Figure: University of Leiden library, KITLV 

collection (35818)     54  

  2.4     Students at the Surabaya Medical College (NIAS) using 

microscopes. Figure courtesy of the NIAS Museum, Faculty of 

Medicine, Airlangga University     57  

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures xi

xi

  2.5     The recreation room at the Batavia Medical College (STOVIA) 

in 1902. Figure: University of Leiden library, KITLV collection 

(35817)     67  

  3.1     Students at the Surabaya Medical College (NIAS) in their 

spare time. Figure courtesy of the NIAS Museum, Faculty of 

Medicine, Airlangga University     84  

  4.1     Sascha Schneider: A feeling of dependence. This i gure graced 

the cover of Kohlbrugge’s  Glances into the Soul of the Javanese 

and Their Rulers  and represents the force of animism. Antique 

postcard, author’s collection     95  

  4.2     The unveiling of the bust of Dr H. F. Roll, former director of the 

Batavia Medical School (STOVIA), in the hall of the Batavia 

Medical School. The bust was made by the architect C. P. Wolff- 

Schoemaker for the Association of Indonesian Physicians. On 

the i gure: unknown, J. Kayadoe, W. K. Tehupeiory, and Bahder 

Djohan. Figure: author’s collection     100  

  4.3     W. K. Tehupeiory, his wife, and his two children photographed 

while he was stationed on the island of Bangka, off the east 

coast of Sumatra. Figure courtesy of Herman Keppy     103  

  5.1     Several Indonesians studying in the Netherlands sit down 

for dinner. From left to right: J. B. Sitanala, J. A. Latumeten, 

Darnawan Mangoenkoesoemo, Iwa Koesoema Soemantri, 

H. D. J. Apituley. Standing: Mohamad Amir (?), Soekiman, 

Alinoeddin Boemi. Figure courtesy of Herman Keppy     127  

  5.2       Raden Soetomo and his Dutch wife, Everdina Johanna Bruring, 

near their house near Lawang, south of Surabaya. They married 

in 1917. Figure courtesy of the NIAS Museum, Faculty of 

Medicine, Airlangga University     132  

  6.1     The building of the Batavia Medical School [Geneeskundige 

Hoogeschool]. This building housed the Batavia Medical 

College or STOVIA (1919– 26), the Batavia Medical School 

(1926– 42), and the Faculty of Medicine at the University of 

Indonesia from 1950. Figure courtesy of the Dutch National 

Museum of Ethnology, Leiden (TM- 60036529)     140  

  6.2     A Javanese man from the Banyumas region views the worms 

found in his stool through a microscope. Figure courtesy of the 

National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden (TM10014113)     143  

  6.3     A family demonstration at home as part of the Banyumas health 

demonstration project. Figure courtesy of the National Museum 

of Ethnology, Leiden (TM60012961)     145  

  6.4     Public health lesson in the Banyumas area. Figure courtesy of 

the National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden (TM10014114)     148  

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figuresxii

xii

  7.1     The opening of the Jakarta Ika Daigaku, 29 April 1943. 

 Djawa Baroe  1 (15 December 1943), 19. Courtesy of the 

NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust, and Genocide Studies, 

Amsterdam     165  

  8.1     The Pergoeroean Tinggi Kedoktoran, Balai Pergoeroean Tinggi 

Republik Indonesia. Opening day. The walls of the building 

were covered with dark paint to camoul age the building from 

the air. Figure appeared in  Berita Film Indonesia . Figure 

courtesy of Christopher Woodrich     186  

  9.1     President Sukarno (right) praises D. N. Aidit, chairman of the 

Indonesian Community Party (PKI), during a rally at Jakarta’s 

Merdeka Sports Stadium on 23 May 1965, marking the 

anniversary of the PKI. © AP Photo     210  

  9.2     Clinic in Jakarta’s Pasar Minggu neighbourhood, operated 

by the City Health Service, 1964. Reproduced with the 

permission of Robert T. Rubin, MD, PhD. © 2015 by Robert 

T. Rubin     214  

  9.3     Poster advocating family planning, around 1970. The 

text reads: ‘Mothers … you can choose the time between 

pregnancies for your own health. Follow family planning.’ 

Author’s collection     222  

  9.4     Poster for Indonesia’s campaign for the eradication of 

smallpox, around 1970. The text reads: ‘This fate is easily 

preventable: Ask to get vaccinated! Two scratches [the scar left 

by the two- pronged needle used in this campaign] are enough to 

prevent (this) disease.’ Author’s collection     224   

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xiii

xiii

  Acknowledgements   

 This book is dedicated to three generations of women born in the Dutch East 

Indies: my great- grandmother, my grandmother, and my mother. The i rst two 

women were born in Bintaran in Yogyakarta. This neighbourhood is close to 

Yogyakarta’s smaller sultanate (Paku Alam) where Wahidin Soedorohoesodo 

served as court physician. It also was the home of Soewardi Soerjaningrat; 

the i rst Taman Siswa school he founded after he changed his name to Ki 

Hadjar Dewantara is a mere ten- minute walk away (as is a former prison) 

from the family home. The largest house in the neighbourhood was occupied 

by the wealthy Weijnschenck family, which owned the sugar factory Padokan 

(today: Madukismo) where my great- great- grandfather worked as managing 

director. In 1943, the house was taken over by General Sudirman (today it 

houses the Sudirman Museum). Soegija (Albertus Soegijapranata), a priest 

who sided with the Indonesian revolution, preached in the Catholic church 

in the same neighbourhood, and embittered Dutch physician Isaac Groneman 

lived there too. 

 This book has a long history, and over the years I have accrued many intel-

lectual debts, too numerous to mention. I wish to single out several individuals 

who played crucial roles when this project was taking shape. 

 Through Herman Keppy, I found out about the Tehupeiory brothers and many 

other Indonesian physicians who studied in the Netherlands. Hiskia Coumou 

shared his extensive insights about J. H. F. Kohlbrugge. With Frances Gouda, 

I discussed many issues related to the Dutch East Indies. Bart Luttikhuis has 

been very helpful in thinking about the predicament of Indonesian social 

climbers in the archipelago. With Liesbeth Hesselink, I  fruitfully discussed 

the STOVIA and its graduates. I  have been very fortunate to spend several 

summers at the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean 

Studies (KITLV). The discussions I  had there with Henk Schulte Nordholt, 

Gary van Klinken, Harry Poeze, Marieke Bloembergen, Tom van den Berge, 

Leo van Bergen, and David Henley have all contributed to this book. 

 When I  visited Indonesia in 2005, Loka Tjahjana, former director of the 

mental hospital in Bogor, kindly showed me around that institution. Irmansyah, 

the head of the Department of Psychiatry, invited me to give a presentation. 

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgementsxiv

xiv

Soon after, I met Rushdy Hoesein, Firman Lubis, and Dodi Partomihardjo, three 

physicians with an interest in the history of medicine in Indonesia. In 2008, we 

organised a symposium entitled ‘One Hundred Years of National Awakening’ 

in the old STOVIA building and then founded the Indonesian Association of 

the History of Medicine (PERSEKIN) the following year. In Surabaya I met 

Indropo Agusni, the founder of the NIAS museum, and his wife, Thalca Hamid, 

who hosted me during several visits. In Yogyakarta, I discussed Sardjito, and 

several others who were central to the history of medicine in Indonesia, with 

Soenarto Sastrowijoto, his wife, Yati (whose grandfather Goembrek was a co- 

founder of Boedi Oetomo), and Sutaryo. In Cambridge, MA, and Yogyakarta, 

I had many conversations with Byron Good and Mary- Jo DelVecchio Good 

about nationalism and medicine before and after Indonesian independence. 

Discussions with James Bourk Hoesterey have been extremely helpful. 

 In Australia, I owe heartfelt thanks to Terry Hull, whose encouragement in 

the beginning of this project made all the difference. He provided me with 

valuable items from his collection of historical materials and introduced me 

to Indonesian physicians interested in the history of medicine. The many 

discussions at Warwick Anderson’s Centre for Race and Ethnicity in the Global 

South at the University of Sydney provided ample inspiration. Alison Bashford 

was always willing to offer encouragement and support. Several colleagues 

at the University of Sydney, including Robert Aldrich, James Dunk  (whose 

phenomenal copy-editing skills made this manuscript much more readable), 

Daniela Helbig, Max Lane, Ricardo Roque, Adrian Vickers, and Sarah Walsh, 

have provided support along the way. 

 Over the years, I  have conducted several interviews, which all contained 

valuable insights. In Surabaya, I spoke with Sentot Soeatmadji, who also let 

me consult his collection of NIAS materials; in Jakarta, with ninety- eight- year- 

old Gré Soetopo- van Eijbergen (Soetopo’s widow)  and Ilya Waleida (Tita) 

Soeprapto (Bahder Djohan’s daughter); and, in Bandung, with Koestedjo, who 

fondly recalled his days at the Batavia Medical School. In the Netherlands, 

I met Anton Amir (the son of Mohamad Amir), W. de Vogel (the daughter- 

in- law of W.  T.  de Vogel), and Ine Glastra van Loon- de Mol van Otterloo 

(the daughter of F. H. Glastra van Loon). In Glen Ellen, CA, I met with John 

S. Wellington to discuss the association of the Faculty of Medicine at the 

University of Indonesia with the University of California at San Francisco. 

 Several friends read the whole manuscript and provided helpful feed-

back: Claire Edington, Liesbeth Hesselink, Jan Pols, Jeannette Pols, and Jean 

Gelman Taylor. 

 I have had several wonderful research assistants:  Eline Sepers, Self 

Rumbewas, Vivek Neelakantan, Claire Kennedy, and Gemma Smart. 

 Two individuals stand out for their contributions. Starting in 1991, when 

we met at the University of Pennsylvania, I have had many conversations with 

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgements xv

xv

the extraordinary Warwick Anderson. His suggestion to study the history of 

colonial psychiatry in the Dutch East Indies led, eventually, to this book. His 

patience in reading all chapters, and his numerous suggestions, have immeas-

urably increased its quality. 

 I owe more thanks than I could ever express to my wife, Stephanie, who 

has encouraged me for years to start writing, to continue writing, and to 

revise. She patiently read everything, time and time again, making this book 

possible.  

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xvi

www.cambridge.org/9781108424578
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42457-8 — Nurturing Indonesia
Hans Pols 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xvii

xvii

    Medical Institutions     

       Medical Education in Batavia/ Jakarta  

 Dokter Djawa School (1851– 1901)    Javanese Doctors’ School 

 Degree: Dokter Djawa [Javanese Physician]   

 School ter Opleiding van Inlandsche Artsen; 

STOVIA (1902– 13) 

 School for the Education of Native Physicians 

(also referred to as: Batavia Medical 

College) 

 Degree: Inlandsch Arts [Native Physician] 

 School ter Opleiding van Indische Artsen; 

STOVIA (1913– 33) 

 School for the Education of Indies Physicians 

(also referred to as: Batavia Medical 

College) 

 Degree: Indisch Arts [Indies Physician] 

 Geneeskundige Hoogeschool (1927– 42)  Batavia Medical School 

 Degree: Arts [Physician] 

 Degree after dissertation: Docter in de 

Geneeskunde [Doctor in Medical Science] 

 Jakarta Ika Daigaku (1943– 45)  Jakarta Medical School, during the Japanese 

annexation 

 Balai Perguruan Tinggi, RI (1945– 49)  Indonesian Institute of Higher Education 

 Pendidikan Tinggi Kedoktoran (1945– 49)  Faculty of Medicine 

 Fakultas Kedoktoran, Universitas Indonesia 

(1950– ) 

 Faculty of Medicine, University of Indonesia 

      Medical Education in Surabaya  

 Nederlandsch- Indische Artsen School; NIAS 

(1913– 42)  

 Surabaya Medical College 

 Degree: Indisch Arts [Indies Physician]   
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      The Main Hospital in Batavia/ Jakarta  

 (Batavia) Centraal Burgelijk Ziekenhuis; 

CBZ (1919– 42)  

 (Batavia) Central Civic Hospital   

 Ika Daigaku Byongin (1943– 45) or Rumah 

Sakit Perguruan Tinggi 

 Jakarta University Hospital 

 Rumah Sakit Perguruan Tinggi (1945– 48)  Jakarta University Hospital 

 Rumah Sakit Umum Pusat (1950– 64)  Central General Hospital 

 Rumah Sakit Umum Pusat Cipto 

Mangunkusumo (1964– ) 

 Cipto Mangunkusumo Central General 

Hospital 
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    A Note on Spelling, Pronunciation, and Names     

  Indonesian spelling has changed over the years, even though these changes 

have not been uniformly applied, in names in particular. For the names of the 

characters in this book, I use the way their names were spelled at the time. For 

example, I refer to Tjipto Mangoenkoesoemo instead of Cipto Mangunkusumo. 

For geographical indications, I use today’s spelling, referring to, for example, 

Surabaya rather than Soerabaja. 

 Most Indonesian names do not follow the common Western convention of 

using a i rst name or names, followed by a family name, although many cur-

rently use names according to Western conventions by passing the last element 

of their name on to their children. Many Indonesians only have one name (e.g. 

Sukarno). In some regions, clan names function as last names (e.g. in the Batak 

name Parada Harahap). Menadose and Moluccan families adopted the Western 

pattern of naming early on: the brother of Moluccan physician Willem Karel 

Tehupeiory was Johannes Everhardus Tehupeiory; they shared their last name 

with their father. These conventions were not followed elsewhere: the name of 

Abdul Rivai’s father, who came from the Minangkabau area in Sumatra, was 

Abdul Karim. In general, persons are named using the more unique part of their 

names (Mohamad Amir was generally called ‘Amir’; Abdul Rivai ‘Rivai’). 

The Javanese generally call someone by the i rst part of their name: Professor 

Sarwono Prawirohardjo was generally called Professor Sarwono –  using the 

i rst name did not indicate any disrespect. 

 Several areas in Indonesia have great varieties of noble and aristocratic titles. 

The most common Javanese titles are Mas, Raden, and Raden Mas, which 

precede the i rst name (and are often abbreviated as ‘M.’, ‘R.’, and ‘R. M.’),  

although the use of these honorii c titles is optional. The last element of the 

names of upper- level Javanese aristocrats ends with –   ningrat : for example: R. 

M.  Soewardi Soerja ningrat ). Indonesians could change their names during 

their lifetime (Soewardi renamed himself Ki Hadjar Dewantara in 1922, when 

he turned forty) or when aristocratic titles were bestowed upon them (Radjiman 

Wediodipoero’s name became  Kanjeng Raden Tumenggung  Radjiman 

Wediodi ningrat ; the i rst three elements of the name are honorii cs). Sumatra 

also bestows a great number of aristocratic titles, which generally follow the last  
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element of one’s name and title [ gelar ]. Abdul Rasjid’s full name was Abdul 

Rasjid  gelar  Maharadja Mahkota Soangkoepon. Some Indonesians make up 

a short version of their name for general use. Abdurrahman Wahid, the fourth 

president of Indonesia, for example, is generally known as Gus Dur. 

 The legal system in the Dutch East Indies divided the population into three 

categories: Europeans, foreign Orientals (mostly Chinese and Arab traders), 

and natives. These categories map imperfectly onto social and anthropological 

categories with the same name. When, in this book, I use the term ‘native’, 

I follow common usage in colonial discourse and generally refer to the legal 

category. 

 All translations of Indonesian and Dutch sources are mine, unless otherwise 

indicated.   
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