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AFFECT AND LITERATURE

This book considers how Affect, the experience of feeling or emotion,
has developed as a critical concept within literary studies in different
periods and through a range of approaches. Stretching from the
Classical to the Contemporary, the first section of the book,
‘Origins’, considers the importance of particular areas of philosophy,
theory, and criticism that have been important for conceptualizing
affect and its relation to literature, including ancient Greek and
Roman philosophy, eighteenth-century aesthetics, Marxist theory,
psychoanalysis, queer theory, and postcolonial theory. The chapters
of the second section, ‘Developments’, correspond to those of the
previous section and build on their insights through readings of
particular texts. The final ‘Applications’ section is focused on con-
temporary and future lines of enquiry and revolves around
a particular set of concerns: media and communications, capitalism,
and an environment of affective relations that extend to ecology,
social crisis, and war.

ALEX HOUEN is author of Terrorism and Modern Literature (2002),
and Powers of Possibility: Experimental American Writing since the 1960s
(2012). His edited publications include: a special issue on ‘Affects,
Text, and Performativity’ of Textual Practice 25:2 (March/April 2011);
and (with Jan-Melissa Schramm), Sacrifice and Modern War
Literature: Battle of Waterloo to the War on Terror (2018). He also co-
edits the international journal of poetry, Blackbox Manifold.
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CAMBRIDGE CRITICAL CONCEPTS

Cambridge Critical Concepts focuses on the important ideas animating twentieth-
and twenty-first-century literary studies. Each concept addressed in the series has
had a profound impact on literary studies, as well as on other disciplines, and
already has a substantial critical bibliography surrounding it. This series captures
the dynamic critical energies transmitted across twentieth- and twenty-first-
century literary landscapes: the concepts critics bring to reading, interpretation
and criticism. By addressing the origins, development and application of these
ideas, the books collate and clarify how these particular concepts have developed,
while also featuring fresh insights and establishing new lines of enquiry.

Cambridge Critical Concepts shifts the focus from period- or genre-based literary
studies of key terms to the history and development of the terms themselves. Broad
and detailed contributions cumulatively identify and investigate the various
historical and cultural catalysts that made these critical concepts emerge as
established twenty-first-century landmarks in the discipline. The level will be
suitable for advanced undergraduates, graduates and specialists, as well as for
those teaching outside their own research areas, and will have cross-disciplinary
relevance for subjects such as history and philosophy.

Titles in the Series

Law and Literature
Edited by Kieran Dolin University of Western Australia

Time and Literature

Edited by Thomas M. Allen University of Ottawa

The Global South and Literature
Edited by Russell West-Pavlov University of Tiibingen

Trauma and Literature

Edited by Roger Kurtz The College at Brockport, State University of New York

Food and Literature
Edited by Gitanjali Shahani San Francisco State University

Animals, Animality, and Literature
Edited by Bruce Boehrer, Molly Hand and Brian Massumi Florida State
University, University of Montreal

Terrorism and Literature
Edited by Peter Herman San Diego State University

Climate and Literature
Edited by Adeline Johns University of Surrey
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Edited by Geoffrey Nash SOAS, University of London

Decadence and Literature
Edited by Jane Desmarais and David Weir Goldsmith College and Hunter College
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(2017). Her interests include philosophy, ancient drama, and the recep-
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ANDREW MURPHIE is an Associate Professor in Media and
Communications at UNSW, Sydney. He works on philosophy and
a politics of differential organization within a ‘third revolution’ in
media and communications (Al and automation, VR, data and signa-
letics, the world as medium). He also works on climate change as part of
catastrophic multiplicity.

AMBER JAMILLA MUSSER is Associate Professor of American Studies at
The George Washington University. Her research lies at the intersection
of race, sexuality, queer theory, and aesthetics. She is the author of
Sensational Flesh: Race, Power, and Masochism (2014) and Sensual
Excess: Queer Femininity and Brown Jouissance (2018).

CHRISTOPHER NEALON teaches in the Department of English at Johns
Hopkins University. He is the author of 7he Matter of Capital: Poetry
and Crisis in the American Century (2011).

JoHN PROTEVI is Phyllis M. Taylor Professor of French Studies and
Professor of Philosophy at Louisiana State University. His most recent
books are all with University of Minnesota Press: Edges of the State
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a website with teaching materials and research papers at www
.protevi.com/john

JEAN-MICHEL RABATE, Professor of English and Comparative
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editors of the Journal of Modern Literature. He is co-founder and senior
curator of the Slought Foundation, where he organizes exhibitions,
conferences, and public conversations. Since 2008, he has also been
a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He is author
or editor of more than forty books on modernism, psychoanalysis,
philosophy and literary theory. Recent titles include Rusz (2018) and
Kafka L.O.L. (2018).

BENEDICT S. ROBINSON is Associate Professor of English at Stony
Brook University. His first book, Islam and Early Modern English
Literature, appeared from Palgrave in 2007. An edition of John
Webster’s play The White Devil appeared from Arden Early Modern
Drama in December 2018. Articles have appeared in Shakespeare
Quarterly, SEL, Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies, and else-
where. He recently completed a book-manuscript entitled 7he
Accidents of the Soul, and is currently at work on another tentatively
titled Resentment: 1500—1800. Articles on passion and affect in the early
modern period have appeared in ELH (2014) and in Affect Theory and
Early Modern Texts, edited by Mario DiGangi and Amanda Bailey

(2017).

MARGARET RONDA is an Associate Professor in the Department of English
at the University of California-Davis, where she teaches American
poetry and environmental theory and literature. She is the author of
Remainders: American Poetry at Nature’s End (2018).

HELEN THAVENTHIRAN is a University Lecturer in Modern
Literature in the Faculty of English, University of Cambridge,
and a Fellow of Robinson College. She is the author of Radical
Empiricists (2015) and a number of articles and book chapters about
criticism, literature and philosophy. She is co-editor of
a forthcoming critical edition of William Empson’s The Structure

of Complex Words.

STEFAN UHLIG is Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature at the
University of California, Davis. His work has been focused on the
history of literary studies, Wordsworth, Goethe, world literature, and
Humboldt. His co-edited works include: with Daniel Purdy and
Chunjie Zhang, Goethe, Worlds, and Literatures, a special issue of
Seminar: A Journal of Germanic Studies, 54.2 (2018); with Alexander
Regier, ~ Wordsworths — Poetic  Theory:  Knowledge,  Language,
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Experience (2010); and, with Peter de Bolla, Aesthetics and the Work of
Art: Adorno, Kaflea, Richter (2009).

ANTHONY UHLMANN is Director of the Writing and Society Research
Centre at Western Sydney University, Australia. He is the author of four
monographs on literature and philosophy, most recently /. M. Coetzee,
Truth, Meaning, Fiction (2020). He is currently working on a project
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