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THE NAPOLEONIC WARS

Volume I of The Cambridge History of the Napoleonic Wars covers

the international foreign political dimensions of the wars and the

social, legal, political and economic structures of the Empire.

Leading historians from around the world come together to

discuss the different aspects of the origins of the Napoleonic

Wars, their international political implications and the concrete

ways the Empire was governed. This volume begins by looking at

the political context that produced the Napoleonic Wars and

setting it within the broader context of eighteenth-century great

power politics in the Age of Revolution. It considers the

administration and governance of the Empire, including with

France’s client states and the role of the Bonaparte family in the

Empire. Further chapters in the volume examine the war aims of

the various protagonists and offer an overall assessment of the

nature of war in this period.
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The Cambridge History of the Napoleonic Wars is a definitive history

of the Napoleonic Wars drawing on a wealth of modern

scholarship and leading expertise in the field. It offers

a comprehensive account of the Wars from their origins in

eighteenth-century diplomacy to the memory and political

legacy they left behind. The three volumes cover the grand

strategies of the combatants, the campaigns they fought, and

the composition of the forces at their disposal; they analyse

their conflicting ideologies, alliances and diplomacy, and the

varieties of resistance and occupation; and they assess their

legacy for future generations. They challenge conventional

assumptions about the nature of war in the period and apply

methodologies derived from social and cultural history as well

as from the new military history of recent years. These volumes

take full account of the latest research and present a history of the

Napoleonic Wars for the twenty-first century.
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