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FREEDOM’S CRESCENT

The Lower Mississippi Valley is more than just a distinct geographical
region of the United States; it was central to the outcome of the Civil War
and the destruction of slavery in the American South. Beginning with
Lincoln’s 1860 presidential election and concluding with the final ratifi-
cation of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865, Freedom’s Crescent explores
the four states of this region that seceded and joined the Confederacy:
Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana. By weaving into a
coherent narrative the major military campaigns that enveloped the
region, the daily disintegration of slavery in the countryside, and political
developments across the four states and in Washington DC, John C.
Rodrigue identifies the Lower Mississippi Valley as the epicenter of
emancipation in the South. A sweeping examination of one of the war’s
most important theaters, this book highlights the integral role this region
played in transforming United States history.

John C. Rodrigue is the Lawrence and Theresa Salameno Professor in the
Department of History at Stonehill College. His book Reconstruction in the
Cane Fields received the Kemper and Leila Williams Prize from the Louisiana
Historical Association. He is also a co-editor of one of the volumes of
Freedom: A Documentary History of Emancipation, 1861-1867. In 2016-
2017, he served as the President of the Louisiana Historical Association.
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It may look like boasting — but what I tell you is truth - I began to
reflect how magnificent a thing it was to die in such a manner, and
how foolish it was in me to think of so paltry a consideration as my
own individual life, in view of so wonderful a manifestation of God’s
power. I do believe that I blushed with shame when this idea crossed
my mind. After a little while I became possessed with the keenest
curiosity about the whirl itself. I positively felt a wish to explore its
depths, even at the sacrifice I was going to make; and my principal
grief was that I should never be able to tell my old companions on
shore about the mysteries I should see. These, no doubt, were
singular fancies to occupy a man’s mind in such extremity — and

I have often thought since, that the revolutions of the boat around
the pool might have rendered me a little light-headed.

Edgar Allan Poe, “A Descent into the Maelstrom” (1841)
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