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Preface

While discussing the fate of international economic law (IEL) during a conference in New

Delhi in 2016, we both came to the same conclusion: it is time to see IEL presented in a

coherent and integrated manner. The need to defragment international law and look at IEL

beyond its technicalities is a pressing urgency. Students, academics and practitioners alike

are lost in the meandering density of materials and technical norms deprived of general

significance and full of hyper-specialism. How can we simplify this body of law without

altering its content? How can we make this fascinating field of law easily approachable for

students as well as the teaching and practising communities?

Both of us studied IEL when the field was relatively new and materials were few. But in

recent times, the domain of IEL has grown at a speed and complexity that most of us,

including experts, cannot keep pace with. The quest for coherence and integration hence

informs this textbook. Our very aim is to provide the reader with a technically solid, yet also

critically rich body of knowledge spanning disciplines from trade law to investment, from

finance to fisheries subsidies, from development to the digital economy. This textbook

touches upon and is informed by familiar and newer disciplines of international law.

Firmly grounded in general international law, our vision is critical and interdisciplinary. It

shows the interactions between disciplines as a reflection of the complexity of international

relations and economic globalisation. It revolves around the State as the main subject of

international law while also integrating other actors and participants. In addition, our vision

is genuinely international in that it shows why and how IEL should not be a thing of the

West or the dominating power anymore. It integrates the practices and conceptual

approaches of the Global South and intends to participate in a renewed vision of inter-

national law.

The latest textbooks in our field are mostly specialised in a given subfield (trade, intellec-

tual property, investment, trade remedies, etc.). There are other good textbooks in individual

disciplines, but no other textbook covers such a wide canvas without losing an eye for the

details. As surprising as it seems, no recently produced international economic law textbook

shares our ambitions. Beyond the above general objectives, this textbook provides the reader

with a sound, structured, yet original pedagogy. Texts, cases and materials are found as in

other classic textbooks, but we have added a very large number of case studies, examples,

exercises and illustrations, to make the reading thought-provoking and always engaging,

even when addressing the law as it is. We have selected our case extracts and legal texts with

careful editing and serious deliberation. Helping students, academics and practitioners to

develop a critical mind and a taste for research has also been at the centre of our approach.

This textbook is very much informed by our own research and scholarship. It can be read at

vii
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different levels, from a simple informative perspective to a truly research-oriented one. In the

same vein, we have made sure that the case studies and other legal developments speak to

practitioners of international law and international economic law. For years we have

advised governments, industry and civil society. Our technical approach, as well as the

critical distance that we often take to address a particular issue, is based on pragmatism and

the lessons we have learnt from our experiences. Working together, we drew insights from

each other, and our combined strengths and perspectives have contributed to the rich array

of materials presented in this book.

While this textbook can be read at different levels of specialism, it is also a very agile

instrument for teaching and learning IEL. Each chapter, including the introduction, which

provides the reader with a conceptual vision of IEL, can be used separately. The chapters are

indeed precise enough to cover a given aspect of IEL. It is, as such, a great tool for students

who do not need to buy additional resources, including treaty texts, for specialised courses.

Yet the textbook forms a very coherent piece of work which opens perspectives and invites

the reader to go further, as illustrated by our mini chapters in Part IV, each addressing

important contemporary and interdisciplinary issues of IEL. An always evolving instru-

ment, this textbook is also designed to stand the test of time in a fast-changing legal

environment. It addresses IEL in a long-term perspective, giving the reader the keys to a

deep understanding of contemporary realities informed by past experiences.

We hope to contribute to a new international law scholarship, genuinely international,

dynamic, agile and open to all other disciplines and ideas.

James J. Nedumpara and Leïla Choukroune

viii Preface
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