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blemishes, 94
blessings
blessing Passover foods separately, 150
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Botwinick, Aryeh, 118n21, 127n41, 136n77
boundaries, spatial, 4446, 53
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between hours, 69
divine precision, 78
“it is im/possible to reduce”, 53
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precision of Sabbath, 56
shape, 54n63
bounded time, 28, 10607
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date and time of Passover, 143—45
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as term, 18n62
canon law, 112n5
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association of movement and time, 86, 104—08
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chattel, 103n61
Chin, Catherine, 8
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apocalyptic texts, 16
association of time, movement, and
change, 105
“fullness of time” term, 16n49
“Hexaemeron” commentaries, 24179
influence on Bavli, 22, 24n80, 25—27
sacred time and birth of Jesus, 143n10
shift in scholarly practices, 23n77
temporality in early Christian sources,
1420, 25—27
timelessness of God, 82-84
chronotope, 38n1s
circles, time as overlapping, 3-s, 159
circumcision, 33—34, 33n2
Code of Justinian, 112n5
cognitive metaphor theory, 88
collective memory
in contrast to Proust, 140, 149
Passover Eve, 140—57
Collins, Adela Yarbro, 16
commandments
blessing and succession, 35-37
to eat haroset, 148—49
extending vs. limiting, 64, 64n29
observation and redemption, 16
simultaneity, 72
unleavened bread, 144, 151
weight metaphors, 99n44
Community Rule, 16
conceptualization. See also abstraction
advances in, 21n69
fixity metaphors, 88-93
lack of concept of time, 1, 6
confusion, 66n32
conjunctive time
compared to bererah (legal
retroactivity), 15657
Passover Eve, 140—57
in Proust, 140, 149
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consciousness and experience of time, 7
constancy, 88n9, 95n33. See also fixity
contingent events and bererah (legal
retroactivity), 111, 130—38
continuousness. See also timelessness
fixed phenomena, 93-104
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cross-cultural comparisons, 25n81
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cord for altar, 48, 49
corpses
purity and retroactivity, 11214
spatial divisions and need for sacrifices, 48, so
correspondence, 145
creation
Ephrem’s commentary on, 26
intention and, 124n34
Zoroastrianism, 27—28
crown, jewels as affixed in, 103
cubits
boundaries of Sabbath travel, 114
division of space and divorce example, 44—46
personal space, 44
customs, fixity and formalizing, 97-100
cycles. See natural time

Dadestan i ménag i xrad, 24n80
Damascus Document, 17, 34
Daniel, 15
date of Passover, 143—4s, 152
day. See also calendars; night; time-telling;
twilight
forty days period, 94n28
God’s precision, 78
dayrunners, 37
De Jong, Albert, 27n90
deaths
Absalom, 36-37
purity and retroactivity, 112-14
simultaneity, 39n22, 41, 72—76
spatial divisions and need for sacrifices, 48, 5o
deferred action, 120n24
dé¢ja vu effect, 1
denial, witness, 42—44
Dénkard, 107, 1o7n78
determinism and bererah (legal retroactivity),
111, 130—38
Deuteronomy 16:3, 151
diatoros, s9n1s
Didascalia Apostolorum, 25n81, 88n9
Dimant, Devora, 16
Dinah, 13637
distance as measure of time, 37
distressed term, 75n59
Divine. See God
divine justice, 71-80
divorce
bererah (legal retroactivity), 111
intention, 128n46
“it is im/possible to reduce” and division of
space, 44—46
witnesses, 46
Dolgopolski, Sergey, 13, 22
doors, 35n9

doves, 125037

dream-time, 138

duration
eternity, 81n73
fixing calendars, 9s5n31
forty days period, 94n28
of hour, 56n2, 62
of instant, 43n36
perception of now, 8nir
periods shorter than an hour, 58—60
of Sabbath, 34
simultaneous events, 43
of twilight, 37n13, s9n13

dyers, 100ns50

earthen vessels, purity of, 48, 49
East Syrian Christianity. See Syrian Christianity
eating. See food and meals
Ecclesiastes 12:11, 102
efshar letsamtsem. See “it is im/possible to
reduce”
Eilberg-Schwartz, Howard, 124n34
Ein Gedi, 96n3s
Einstein, Albert, 10, 54, 107079
R. Elazar, 86
R. Elazar ben Azariah, 144
R. Eliezer, 48, 7274, 153, 156
Elman, Yaakov, 17n53, 113
endurance. See fixity
Ephrem of Nisibis, 5, 26, 143n10
Epstein, Yehiel Michel, 33n3
eruv tehumin (Sabbath boundary), 2-3, 11426,
132, 135076, 136n77, 137, 143N11
Esther, 103
eternity
of God vs. heavens, 25n83
Greek concept of, 7, 81n73, 104
in Proust, 145
as term, 81
timelessness of God, 80—84
everlastingness, 81. See also eternity; timelessness
evidence and witness denials, 42—44
ex post facto law, 112
exactly term, 33n4
Exodus 8, 38
Exodus 12, 79
Exodus 16:29, 115
Exodus 27:20, 95n33
Exodus 29:38, 95n33
Exodus 35:2, 124n34
experience
consciousness and experience of time, 7
of now, 10
remembering as experiencing, 119—20, 140
eye blemishes, 94n28
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fate and fatalism. See a/so determinism; bererah (legal retroactivity), 111, 13038
predestination as open to change, 17
bererah (legal retroactivity), 131 fuzzy measurement, 52n61
cross-cultural influences, 24
Zoroastrianism, 24n80 Gabbay, Dov, 134-35
fence for a fence, 65 Rabban Gamaliel, 72-74, 146
fish scales, 94 gates
Fisher, Shlomo, 134-35 association with simultaneity, 34, 53
fixed spittle, 94n28 association with time, 34
fixed water, 94n28 Genesis
fixity association of time with motion, 104
continuous and recurring phenomena, 93-104 Ephrem’s commentary on, 26
defined, 86, 87 succession, 35
“fix it with nails” phrase, 86, 101, 102 Genesis Rabbah 4, son1s
flour mills, gonry Gershon ben Judah of Mainz, 86n1
as immobile or stationary, 90-92, 96n34 get. See divorce
legal reasoning and laws, 86, 87, Gignoux, Phillippe, 107n78
88-89, 93-104 g1y, root, 128
metaphor and conceptualization, 88-93 God
as physical attachment, 90 ability to reduce or divide, 46-s50, 52n61
gb° root, 89-93, 95, 95N31, 97-104 closeness to humanity, 77
regular use and, 96-97 as eternal, 25n83
Flavius Philostratus, 6on18 holidays and approach of God, 155148
flour mills and fixity, 9onry omniscience and free will, 131053
flow, 131-32 temporal precision, 5657, 71-80
Fonrobert, Charlotte, 113, 114 timelessness, 80—84
food and meals. See also bread, unleavened timeliness, 71-80
conjunctive time and Passover eve rituals, 141, voice, 18
143, 146—52 Goldberg, Sylvie Anne, 2n3
fixity, 92 Greeks
forbidden, 139 association of time with movement and
haroset, 148—49 change, 10405
Qumrun sect, 145017 calendars and time-keeping, 9
remembering and reexperiencing, 140 concept of eternity, 7, 81n73, 104
as replacement for sacrifices, 149n33 concept of time, 7
foreknowledge, 11 personification of time, 26n86
forty as significant number, 94n28 simultaneity, 53n62
four cubits and division of space, 44—46 time-telling, 58, son1s
Fraade, Steven, 12, 18 Grimes, Ronald, 141
Fraenkel, Jonah, 14, 38n15, 75n60, 76
free will “half and half” term, 44, 46, s1n56
bererah (legal retroactivity), 131 “half as majority” term, sins6
omniscience and, 131n53 habit and fixity, 96—97
Zoroastrianism, 24n80 R. Haggai, 3334
Freud, Sigmund, 120n24 hairsbreadth, 77-79
“fullness of time” term, 16n49 halikih, 99-100
furniture measurements, 48, 49 Halbertal, Moshe, 124n34, 136—37
Furst, Rachel, 148 half-hour, 58, 58n8
Furstenberg, Ariel halitzah, 40—42
bererah (legal retroactivity), 125n38, 135 Halivni, David, 20n68
“it is im/possible to reduce”, sins4, 51056, 52 “hands of heaven” term, ssn67
schemes, 2n3, 11on1 Hanina ben Antigonos, 114n11
future Hannah, Robert, 57n4, 58, 58n8
Aristotlian view, 132n57 haroset, 148—49
Augustine of Hippo, 132 harpax, sonis
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heavenly bodies and association of time and
motion, 86
Heinemann, Isaac, 11
hemerodromos, 37
heresy, Zurvanism as, 27n91, 28n94
Herodotus, 6o
“Hexaemeron” commentaries, 24n79
Hillel the Elder, 150
Hirsch, Eli, 130n51, 135
Hirsch, Samson Raphael, 124n34
R. Hisda, 43
history. See also past
cross-cultural influences, 24
memory as alternative to, 148n27
parallel histories, 134
R. Hiyya, 91, 152
h.l.p root, 91
holidays. See also Passover
emphasis on God’s approaching, 155048
incorporation of Roman into Jewish
calendars, 9
mythic time and, 153, 155-56
Ninth of Av, 153—s55
Rosh Hashanah, 155
Sukkot, 155—56
Yom Kippur, 155048
Homeric narrative and simultaneity, 71
horologion, s9n1s
hour
boundaries between hours, 69
duration of, 56n2, 62
half-hour, 58, 58n8
periods shorter than, s8—60
House of Yannai, 47n43
humans
human function categories in Zoroastrianism,
24n80
“it is im/possible to reduce”, 4650
skepticism over human perception, 32
temporal imprecision, 56—57, 71-80
time-telling technology, 57—61
Husserl, Edmund, 7

(%) ‘epsar lesamsem. See “it is im/possible to
reduce”
ideals, transcendental, 7n10
imagination
in antiquity, 10, 13
bererah (legal retroactivity), 110, 120, 138
sympathetic, 8
Imma Shalom, 72—74
immersion practice, 98—99
immobility, fixity as, 90—92, 96n34
impossible to reduce. See “it is im/possible to
reduce”

imprecision. See precision
impurity. See purity
In Search of Lost Time (Proust), 119—20, 140, 149
incense, 92n24
individual’s role in bererah (legal retroactivity)
and Passover rituals, 157
inheritance, 39n22, 124n33
instant, duration of, 43n36
intention and bererah (legal retroactivity),
114—26, 128146, 136n77
intermittent phenomena and fixity, 93-104
interpretive authority, 14—20
interval simultaneity, 43n36
involuntary memory, 119—20, 138, 140, 149
Irshai, Oded, 16ns50
Isaiah 65:24, 77
Israelites and walking of scapegoats, 97
“it is im/possible to reduce”
Divine ability compared to human, 46—so,
52061
divorce and division of space, 44—46
levirate marriages, 40—42
precision, 52
reduce as term/translation, 38n16, 51-54
simultaneity and, 38—46, s2—54
spatial boundaries, 44—46, 53
twin lambs example, 38—40, 47, 53
uses, 32
witness denials, 42—44

Jacob, 35, 144n14

Jacob of Edessa, 24n79

Jacob of Sarugh, 24n79

Jastrow, Marcus, 127n41, 129149
Jesus and sacred time, 143n10
jewels as affixed in a crown, 103
R. Jose the Galilean, 48

Joseph ibn Migash, 96n3s
Joseph the Priest, 99

Jubilees, 18

“just then” term, 72—74

justice and timelessness of God, 71-80
Justinian, Code of, 112n5

R. Kahana, 45n39, 48, 49

Kahn, Paul, 160

Kandinsky, Wassily, 3—s, 159

Kant, Immanuel, 7n1o0

Kattan Gribetz, Sarit, 9, 95n32, 95n33

Kaye, Alexander, 10onso

ke'illu (as if)
conjunctive time in Passover rituals, 146, 150, 152
destruction of the Temple, 153
prophecy and, 19

as term, 145
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ke’ illi1. See ke’illu (as if)

Killebrew, Ann, 96n3s

kinesthetic imagery, 37, 54, 55, 108. See also
movement

knowledge and bererah (legal
retroactivity), 121-23

Kotler, Aaron, 130ns1

Kretzmann, Norman, 83

Labovitz, Gail, 88
Lacan, Jacques, 120n24
Lakoff, George, 88
lambs example of simultaneity, twin,
38—40, 47, 53
lamp, continuously burning, 9s5n33
Land, Martin, 126n40
latrines, 96
Leah, 35, 137n80
leaven. See also bread, unleavened
clearing house of, 66
margin of error on eating leaven on day
before Passover, 61-62, 63-67
legal as term, 22n74
legal fiction, 139
legal reasoning and laws. See also bererah
(legal retroactivity)
avoidance of temporal anomalies in
Palestinian Talmud, 42
canon law, 112n5
cross-cultural comparisons, 25n81
East Syriac texts, 25n81
ex post facto law, 112
fixity, 86, 87, 88-89, 93—104
legal as term, 22n74
legal fiction, 139
levirate marriages, 40—42
margin for error, 61-71
overview of temporality, 1-3
past and rule of law, 160
precision, 52, §8—60
simultaneity, 32, 39, 43n36, 50, 52
time-telling and precision, §8—6o
time-telling by witnesses, 6171
witnesses denials, 42—44
legal retroactivity. See bererah (legal
retroactivity)
le-maphre a (retroactive/retrospective), 127, 129
lesamsém. See “it is im/possible to reduce”
R. Levi, 148
levirate marriages, 40—42
Leviticus 18:18, 40
Leviticus Rabbah 2:5, 103
Lieberman, Saul, 33n3
light (primordial), Ephrem’s commentary on, 26
limited time concept, 24n80, 28

linear time
causality and, 134
sacred time events, 143n10
Zoroastrianism, 107n78
location and fixity, 97
logic, Talmudic temporal, 13435
luck, 24n80
Luk, Nissim, 129n47, 131-32

Bava Batra 3:4, 9oniy
Bekhorot 2:6, 38—40, 47, 50, 51
Berakhot 9:3—4, 130-38
Eruvin 3:5-7, 115-17, 121n25
Eruvin 4:8, 114n11
Eruvin 8:1, 121
Eruvin and bererah (legal
retroactivity), 114—26
Gittin 8:2, 44—46
Hallah 4:11, 99—100
Hullin 3:7, 94
Kelim 6:1, 90
Middot 3:1, 49
Pesahim 1:4, 61-62
Pesahim 10:5, 146
Sanbedrin 5:1, 62—64
Sanbedrin s:3, 61-71
Shabbat 19:5, 33n1
Shevuot 4:4, 42—44
Toharot 5:7, 113
Yevamot 3:1, 42n31
Yevamot 3:4, 40—42
m. Yoma 6:3, 97
Macuch, Maria, 39n22
madeleines, 140
masehii, 69—70, 71
Maimonides, 147n22
Manchester, Peter, 26n86, 83n81
manure, 92n23
Mar Qardagh, 25n83
margin for error
human imprecision, 78
legal reasoning and laws, 6171
prohibition on unleavened bread,
61-62, 63—67
time-telling by witnesses, 6171
marriage
annulments, 25n81, 1102
betrothals, 25n81, 110N2, 133064
dangers, 139n8s
divorce, 44—46, 111, 128n46
levirate marriages, 40—42
martyr legends, 25
mathematics and fuzzy measurement, s2n61
matzah. See bread, unleavened
Mazar, Benjamin, s8n7
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meals. See food and meals
measurement
distance as measure of time, 37
division of space, 44—46
fuzzy, s2n61
hairsbreadth, 7779
masehi term, 69—70, 71
measured time vs. natural time, 2n3
movement as measure of time, 37
somatic time measurements, 58
sukkah, 7on40
Temple furniture, 48, 49
time periods less than hour, 59
tools and technology, 9-10, 57-61
water clocks, 59
R. Meir
bererah (legal retroactivity), 113, 126
prohibition on unleavened bread, 62,
63-67
separation of heaven and earth, sgnis
witness testimony, 68—71
Mekbilta de-Rabbi Shimon Bar Yokhai
12:29, 79—80
melakha, 124034
memorization, 13, 101, 10In§2, I10IN4
memory
as alternative to history, 148n27
collective memory and Passover Eve, 140-57
collective memory in contrast to Proust,
140, 149
involuntary, 11920, 138, 140, 149
perception of now, 8nit
retroactivity and, 119—20
menstruation and menses, 9, 94n28, 95
metaphors. See also metaphors, temporal
cognitive metaphor theory, 88
fixity, 88-93
memorization, 10In54
metaphor as gap, 15138
metaphors, temporal
bodies moving in space, 3238
gates, 34
rabbinic, 5—10
time-telling, 58—6o
train metaphor for absence of absolute time,
107079
women’s bodies, 9
methodology, 3, 6, 28
midday, 61n22, 66
midnight, 144
Midrash. See also specific midrashim
elasticity of time, 11
interpretive authority, 1420
temporal concepts in storytelling, 11-14
Milikowsky, Chaim, 11n23

miracles
fixity, 94
vain prayer, 136—37
Mishnah
defined, 20
fixity, 90, 99
focus on simultaneity, 48
miyydd term, 72048
months, fixing, 93n27
moon
association of time and motion, 86
new, 93n27
Moscovitz, Leib, 92, 128n42, 132
Moses and temporal imprecision, 79-80
R. Moses Margolies, 34ns
motion. See movement
movement
association with time and change, 86,
104—08
measurement of time, 37
of soul, 87, 105
spatial movement as temporal
metaphor, 32-38
mythic time, 142, 153, 155—56. See also ritual time

Nachmanides, 46n41, 95n33
Nachtriiglichkeit, 120n24
Naeh, Shlomo, 103n62
R. Nahman, 92, 128n42
nails and fixity, 86, 101, 102
narrative perspective, shift in, 74—76
natural time
bererah (legal retroactivity), 112, 120, 126,
137, 156
compared to sacred time, 143n10
defined, 2
fixity, 87, 93-104
vs. measured time, 2n3
subversion of, 159
transcendence by ritual time, 142n9
nature, rejection of conformity with, 13n39
Neoplatonists and association of movement
with time, 87, 105
night
God’s precision, 78
midnight, 144
time-telling at, 79-80
Ninth of Av, 153—55
North, Paul, 149
now
bererah (legal retroactivity) as “from now on,
retroactively”, 133
experience of, 10
perception of, 8n11, 107n79
n.w.d. root, 91
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ober (passing), 35—37
obligation and fixity, 97-100
offerings. See also sacrifices
fixity, 92n24
untithed wine, 12526
Ohrmazd, 2728, 106-07
omnipotence and timelessness, 8on72
omniscience and free will, 131n53
“oni bread” term, 151
oral tradition
basis of authority, 17
fixity and language, 101-04
memorization, 13, 101, 10In§2
order. See also simultaneity
bererah (legal retroactivity), 127-29
of deaths, 41
of events in storytelling, 14
involuntary memory, 138
le-maphre a (retrospective) term, 129
in Midrash, 11, 14
Origen, 74n53
R. Oshaiah, 91
“Oven of Akhnai”, 72-74
ovens, purity of, 48, 49
overlap, temporal. See also simultaneity
“just then” term, 72—74
shift in narrative perspective, 7476

Palestinian Talmud. See also specific tracrates
advances in conceptualization, 21n69
avoidance of temporal anomalies, 42
bererah (legal retroactivity) and intention,

117-19, 121
circumcision, 33n2
levirate marriages, 41
margin of error in time-telling, 6171
Ninth of Av, 153—s5
reduce as term, §5in57
retroactive annulment, 25n81
vain prayer, 136—38

paradox, theology of, 5

parallel histories, 134

Parma, 146

Parmenides, 81n74

Parthian Court, time-telling in, 6061

particle physics, 126n40

Pasnau, Robert, 84n8s

passing (‘0bér), as meaning before, 35-37

Passover
comparison of bererah (legal retroactivity) to

conjunctive time, 156—57
conjunctive time, 140—57
cracking roof with songs of praise, 152
date and time of, 143—45, 152
as distinct time, 153—56

Index 187

fixity and obligation in observing
second, 97-100
prohibition on eating leavened bread,
61-62, 63—67
past. See also bererah (legal retroactivity)
cohesion with events, 15
collapse with present in Midrash, 11
convergence with present in Proust,
140, 149
convergence with present on Passover
eve, 14057
deferred action, 120n24
loss of, 157
recitation and connecting past and
present, 141
remembering as reexperiencing, 119—20,
140
retrievable past, 12
as settled, 13038
patterns, fixity and recurring, 94-96, 99
Paz, Yakir, 12n27, 23n76, 71
permanence. See fixity
Persian Empire. See Sasanian Empire
perspective
absolute time, 107n79
conjunctive time in Passover rituals, 146
shift in and simultaneity, 7476
Pesher Habakkuk, 14
Pharisaic Jews, 16n50
phenomena and fixity, recurring, 93-104
Philo of Alexandria, 81
physics
association of time and space, 126n40
quantum mechanics, 134n72
relativity, 54
simultaneity, 43n36, 53062
places, significant, 144n14
planets and association of time and
motion, 86
Plato, 81n73, 104
Plotinus, 83n81, 105
poison, 139
possible to reduce. See “it is im/possible to
reduce”
prayer
compared to recitation, 142n9
vain, 13638
precision
hairsbreadth, 7779
human imprecision, 56—57, 71, 78, 79-80
“it is im/possible to reduce”, 52
margin of error, 61-71
temporal precision of God, 56—57, 71-80
timeliness of God, 71-80
time-telling technology, 57—61
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predestination. See a/so determinism; fate and
fatalism
bererah (legal retroactivity), 111, 130, 134
cross-cultural influences, 24
Qumran, 16
pregnancy, 9, 94n28, 136-37, 149
present. See conjunctive time; now
property, division of, 124n33
prophecy
“as if” concept and, 19
as belonging to past, 17
revelation through, 14, 17
Proust, Marcel, 11920, 138, 140, 145, 149
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, 83
punishment. See also justice and
timelessness of God
God’s precision, 77—79
God’s timeliness, 7476
purity
bererah (legal retroactivity), 112-14
cookpots and fixity, 90
in East Syriac texts, 25n81
forty days, 94n28
immersion in water, 98—99
menstruation, 95
ovens, 48, 49

".q.7.. See uprooting of knowledge

R. Qatina, 49

gb° root and fixity, 89-93, 95, 95n31, 97-104
geba’. See fixity

qébi‘ata’. See geviuta

qeviuta, 92—93

quantum mechanics, 134n72

Qumran, 14—20, 145017

Rachel, 136-37

R. Rahumei, 74-76

Rashi
bererah (legal retroactivity), 135
continuous lamp burning, 95n33
cubits of space and divorce, 45
fixity, 86n1
“it is im/possible to reduce”, s2n61
simultaneity, sons3

Rava
bererah (legal retroactivity), 128n42
cubits of space and divorce, 45-46
fixity, 92-93, 96
immersion practice, 9899
Passover rituals, 147

reading, temporality of, 12

reality
bererah (legal retroactivity) and, 113, 132, 138
as fuzzy, s2n61

recitation, 101n52, 141, 142n9
recurring phenomena and fixity, 93-104
red cord, 48, 49
reduction. See “it is im/possible to reduce”
regular use and fixity, 96-97
relativity and simultaneity, 54
remembering
fixity, 103
memorization, 13, 101, 10In§2, I0INS4
as primary mode of thinking, 13
as reexperiencing, 119—20, 140
zekher le (remembrance of), 145, 148—s1
repetition
oral tradition, 101
ritual time, 142n8
retrievable past, 12
retroactivity. See bererah (legal retroactivity)
retrospective determination. See bererah (legal
retroactivity)
retrospective term, 127, 129. See also bererah
(legal retroactivity); le-maphrea
(retrospective)
Revelation, 16, 58
revelation through prophecy, 14, 17
Rezania, Kianoosh, 28n94, 107
Ricoeur, Paul, 2n3
ritual theory, 142n9
ritual time, 141—42
rituals
constancy vs. regularity, 95n33
cross-cultural influences, 24
replacement of sacrifices with foods, 149n33
ritual theory, 142n9
ritual time, 141—42
Romans and Roman Judea
calendars and time-keeping, 9, 57, s9n1s
cross-cultural legal comparisons, 25n81
ex post facto law, 112
fixity, 88n9
holidays, 9
simultaneous deaths, 39n22
sundials, 57
timelessness of God, 83
water-clocks, sonts
roof, cracking, 152
Rosh, 133064
Rosh Hashanah, 155
Rubenstein, Jeffrey L., 21, 21n69, 96n3s, 153,
155n48
Rudavsky, Tamar, 131n53
runners, day, 37

2 Samuel 18, 3637
Sabbath

duration of, 34
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intention and prohibitions, 124n34
multiple residences, 116n14
residence and bererah (legal retroactivity), 2-3,
114—26, 132, 135176, 136177, 137, 143N1I
seventh day and temporal precision of God,
56—57, 78-79
as special form of time, 84
sundials, s8n7
tithing rules, 12526
sacred time events, 143n10
sacrifices
eating on Passover eve, 144—45, 150, 152
emphasis of speech over, 146n21
“it is im/possible to reduce” twin lambs
example, 38—40, 47, 53
red cord for altar, 48, 49
replacement with foods, 149n33
for unsolved murders, 48, so
Sasanian Empire
influence on Bavli, 22, 2728
sundials, 6o
Sayast ne-ayast 2:72, 113-14
Sayast ne-sayast 7:1-2, 6122
scales, fish, 94
scapegoats, 97
schemes, 11on1
Schiffman, Lawrence H., 16, 16n50, 145017
Schild, Uri, 134-35
scholarly practices, shifts in, 23n77
School of Nisibis, 23n77
Schrodinger’s cat, 136n77
screams and vain prayer, 13637
Scripture transposed, 12
second-temple period
authority, 18
temporality, 14—20
Seder Olam Rabbah, 1n23
sempiternity, 81. See also eternity
sensory acts and convergence of past and
present, 140, 143, 146—52
Septimus, Yehuda, 142n9
Septimus, Zvi, 22
sequence. See order; simultaneity; succession
seriality. See succession
servants, fixity of, 97
seventh day and temporal precision of God,
56—57, 78-79
Several Circles (Kandinsky), 3—s, 159
Sextus Empiricus, 74
Shaked, Saul, 24n80
Shavuot, 155
sheep example of simultaneity, 38—40, 47, 53
R. Shemuel bar Hiyya bar Yehudah, son13
R. Sheshet, 96
R. Shimon, 40—42, 123

R. Shimon bar Yokhai, 56, 78
Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel, 100
Shkopp, Shimon, 133, 136
Sifre Deuteronomy, Ha'azinu 306, 93n27
Silber, David, 148
Simplicius, 25083
simultaneity
boundaries and, 53
causality and, 73, 74—76, 75sn60
deaths, 39n22, 41, 7276
Divine ability compared to human, 46-s0
division of space and divorce example, 44—46
duration of events, 43
few references in East Syriac legal texts, 25n81
gate metaphor, 34, 53
Greeks, 53062
Homeric narratives, 71
impossibility of, 32
interval, 43n36
“it is im/possible to reduce” and, 38—46, s2—54
legal position, 32, 39, 43n36, 50, 52
levirate marriages, 40—42
Medieval commentaries, s0
in Midrash, 11
Mishnah focus on, 48
physics, 43n36, 53062
shift in narrative perspective, 7476
spatial divisions, 38-40, 44—46, 52—54, 52n60
spatial movement as metaphor for, 32—38
timeliness of God, 71-80
treating as successive, 39
twilight and date of circumcision, 3334
twin lambs example, 38—40, 47, 53
as uncommon, 32
witness denials, 42—44
sisters and levirate marriages, 40—42
slavery
fixity, 88n9
twin births, 39n22
Slavonic Book of Enoch, 34
sleeping on an overturned bed, 154
somatic time measurements, 58
songs of praise, 152
soul
movement of, 87, 105
timelessness of, 83n81
space
association with time in particle physics,
126140
boundaries, 44—46, 53
division of space and Divine ability compared
to human, 46-s0
division of space and “it is im/possible to
reduce”, 44—46, 5254, 52n60
significant spaces, 144n14
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space (cont.)
simultaneity and spatial divisions, 38—40,
44—406, 52—54, 52160
spatial movement as temporal
metaphor, 32-38
Talmud’s focus on spatial division, 48
time as overlapping circles, 3-5, 159
twin lambs example, 38—40, 53
speech
acts, 125, 142n9
bererah (legal retroactivity), 121, 12526
conjunctive time in rituals, 143,
14547, 148-52
cracking roof with songs of praise, 152
emphasis over sacrifice, 146n21
fixity of language, 101-04
speed and perception of time, 10
Sperber, Daniel, 86n1
spittle, fixed, 94n28
squeezing, SI
stars and association of time and motion, 86
stationary, fixity as, 90-92, 96n34
Steensgaard, P, 142n8
Stern, Sacha, 6-7, 9, 57n3, s9nIs
storytelling
order of events, 14
overview of temporality, 1-3
temporal concepts in Midrash, 11—14
structures, regular use and fixity, 96-97
study as ritual, 142
Stump, Eleanor, 83
succession
as common, 32
defined, 35n10
spatial movement as metaphor for, 32,
3537
treating simultaneous events as
successive, 39
sukkah
fixity of, 96n35
measurements, 70n40
Sukkot, 155—56
sun, time-telling by, 57n3
sundials, 38n1s, 57, 57n4, 58, 58n7, s9nIs, 60
swerve, time as, 54163

Synodicon in the West Syrian Tradition, The, 25n81

syntax and simultaneity, 7476
Syrian Christianity
association of time, movement, and
change, 105
influence on Bavli, 25-27
sacred time, 143n10
shift in scholarly practices, 23n77
texts as potential sources, 25
Syro-Roman Lawbook, 25n81

Index

t. Bekhorot 1:4, 99
t. Bekhorot 4:2, 94n28
t. Bekhorot 4:4, 94n28
t. Berakhot 5:2, 100
t. Keretot 2:15, 78n68
t. Pesahim. 8:10, 100046
t. Sotah 7:11-12, 102
t.Lt.l. root, 91n19, 92, 102
Talmud. See Bavl; Palestinian Talmud
Tannaim
authority as based on oral traditions, 17
Bavli authorship, 20
cubits of personal space, 44n38
defined, 20
measurement tools, s9n1s
order in, 12
Tardieu, Marcel, 107n78
technology and time measurement, 910, 57—61
Temple
destruction of, 153—s5
fixity, 94
furniture measurements, 48, 49
remembrance in eating unleavened bread and
bitter herbs, 150
sundials, 58n7
temporal logic, Talmudic, 134-35
temporality. See also bererah (legal retroactivity);
boundaries, temporal; fixity; metaphors,
temporal; simultaneity; time; time-telling;
timelessness; timeliness of God
Christian sources, 14—20, 2527
Midrash narratives, 11-14
overview, 1I-3
rabbinic imagery, s-10
of reading, 12
second-temple period, 14—20
testimony
divorce, 46
simultaneity and witness denials,
42-44
time-telling by witnesses, 6171
tevel (untithed wine), 12526
theology of paradox, 5
threshing floors and fixity, 96n3s
time. See also bererah (legal retroactivity);
duration; fixity; simultaneity;
temporality; time-telling; timelessness;
timeliness of God
association with movement and change,
86, 104—08
bounded/unbounded, 106-07
lack of concept of, 1, 6
shape of, 54n63
as transcendental ideal, 7n1o
as what sits between, 3
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time zones, 14207
timelessness. See also continuousness
of God, 80-84
of soul, 83n81
timeliness of God, 71-80
time-telling
measurement, 9—10
metaphors, 58-60
at night, 79-80
precision, 56, 71-80
with social and physical processes, 1
somatic measurements, 58
by sun, s7n3
sundials, 38n15, 57, 57n4, 58, 58n7,
sonis, 60
technology, 57-61
by witnesses, 6171
tithing, 12526
Tohorot, 95
Tosafot
cubits of personal space, 44n38
simultaneity, sons3
Tosefta
fixity, 90, 99
second Passover, 100n46
twilight and human precision, 78n68
trace (Derrida), 69n38
tradition, chain of, 17. See also oral tradition
tragedy and cause and effect, 74n54
train metaphor for absence of absolute time,
107179
transcendental ideals, 7n10
transposition of Scripture, 12
Tryphoninus, 39n22
twilight
date of circumcision and, 33-34
duration of, 37n13, s9n13
human precision, 78n68
as transitional, 34
twins, 38—40, 39n22, 47, 53

U.S. Constitution, 112

Ulmer, Rivka, 12, 142n9

unbounded time, 28, 106-07

uncertainty and bererah (legal retroactivity),
m-14

unluck, 24n80

uprooting of knowledge, 87

vain prayer, 136—38

veset. See menstruation and menses
Vidas, Moulie, 8, 21, 101n52

Vizidagiha i Zadspram 1.26—28, 10607
voices of angels, 18

voids, s9nrs

Index

walking as measure of duration, 37n13,
sonT3
water
fixed water, 94n28
immersion in, 98—99
measuring time with, 59
wave, time as, §4n63
windows, 35n9
wine, untithed, 12526
witnesses
denials, 42—44
divorce, 46
time-telling, 6171
Wolfson, Elliot R., 54n63, 84, 138, 151
women
clearing house of leaven, 66
as dangerous, 139n8s
menstruation and menses, 9,
94n28, 95
pregnancy, 9, 94n28, 136-37, 149
second Passover, 100n46
Woolf, Virginia, 1, 10
Wozner, Shay, 133, 136

3. Berakhot 1:1 (2b), s9n13
3. Berakhot 9:3 (66¢), 136
3. Eruvin 3:5 (21b), 11716
3. Pesahim 1:4 (27¢), 6567
3. Rosh HaShanah 1:3 (s7b), sonis
3. laanit, 77
3. Ta anir 4:10 (69¢), 154
5. Yevamot 4c, hal. 1, 42n31
3. Yoma 1:1 (38¢), 153
R. Yehudah
fixity, 100
prohibition on unleavened bread, 62,
63-67
time-telling by witnesses, 63, 66, 6871
Yerushalmi. See Palestinian Talmud
Yerushalmi, Yosef Hayyim, 148n27
R. Yirmiya, 42n31
R. Yirmiya bar Abba, 101
R. Yishmael, 56
R. Yishmael son of R. Yohanan ben Beroga,
100N50
R. Yohanan
bererah (legal retroactivity), 118,
121025, 132
fixity, 86, 101, 102
levirate marriages, 42n31
matzah, 100n47
witness denial, 42—44
Yom Kippur, 155048
R. Yose, 97, 100, 101051
R. Yose bar Bun, 67
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R. Yose Hagelili zones, time, 142n7
“it is im/possible to reduce”, 38—40, 42—44, Zoroastrianism
47, 5T association of time, motion, and
lamb sacrifice, 38—40, 47 change, 106-07
time-telling tool, s9nis creation, 27-28
R. Yose son of R. Hanina, 96n3s fate, 24n80
R. Yosef, 123—24, 128n42, 144 free will, 24n80
human function categories, 24n80
zaman i akandrag. See unbounded time influence on Bavli, 22, 2728
zaman i dagrand — xwaddy. See bounded time inheritance laws, 39n22
zaman i kandragomand. See bounded time limited time concept, 24n80, 28
zeker €. See zekber le (remembrance of) luck/unluck, 24n80
zekher le (remembrance of), 145, 148—s1 retroactivity, 25n81, 11214
Zielinski’s Law, 72n46 time-keeping and imprecision, 61
Zodiac, 24n80 Zurvan, 27-28, 106
Zohar, 84 Zurvanism, 27-28
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