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Civic Hope

Civic Hope is a history of what everyday Americans say – in their own

words – about the government overseeing their lives. Based on a highly

original analysis of , letters to the editor from  to the present

published in twelve US cities, the book overcomes the limitations of

survey data by revealing the reasons for people’s attitudes. While Hart

identifies worrisome trends – including a decline in writers’ abilities to

explain what their opponents believe and their attachment to national

touchstones – he also shows why the nation still thrives. Civic Hope

makes a powerful case that the vitality of a democracy lies not in its

strengths but in its weaknesses, and in the willingness of its people to

address those weaknesses without surcease. The key, Hart argues, is to

sustain a culture of argument at the grassroots level.

 .  holds the Shivers Chair in Communication and is

Professor of Government at the University of Texas at Austin. Former

dean of the Moody College of Communication and founding director of

the Annette Strauss Institute for Civic Life, Hart is the author or editor of

fifteen books, the most recent of which is Political Tone: What Leaders

Say and Why (). Hart has been named a fellow of the International

Communication Association and Distinguished Scholar by the National

Communication Association, and received the Edelman Career Award

from the American Political Science Association. He is also a member of

the Academy of Distinguished Teachers at the University of Texas at

Austin.
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Politics and relations among individuals in societies across the world are being
transformed by new technologies for targeting individuals and sophisticated
methods for shaping personalized messages. The new technologies challenge
boundaries of many kinds – between news, information, entertainment, and
advertising; between media, with the arrival of the World Wide Web; and even
between nations. Communication, Society and Politics probes the political and
social impacts of these new communication systems in national, comparative, and
global perspective.
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For my granddaughters,

Colleen, Elly, Jill, Meg, and Olive,

for whom my civic hope abides
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