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survey data by revealing the reasons for people’s attitudes. While Hart
identifies worrisome trends — including a decline in writers’ abilities to
explain what their opponents believe and their attachment to national
touchstones — he also shows why the nation still thrives. Civic Hope
makes a powerful case that the vitality of a democracy lies not in its
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address those weaknesses without surcease. The key, Hart argues, is to
sustain a culture of argument at the grassroots level.
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For my granddaugbhters,
Colleen, Elly, Jill, Meg, and Olive,

for whom my civic hope abides
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