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Natural law ethics centres on the idea that ethical norms derive

from human nature. The field has seen a remarkable revival since

the millennium, with new work in Aristotelian metaphysics

complementing innovative applied work in bioethics, economics and

political theory. Starting with three chapters on the history of natural

law ethics, this volume moves on to various twentieth-century

theoretical innovations in the tradition, and then to natural law as

embedded in the three Abrahamic faiths. It closes with sections on

applied natural law ethics and the challenges and prospects for natural

law ethics in the twenty-first century. Uniquely interdisciplinary and

written without technical jargon, the book will be of great interest to

students and researchers in philosophy, theology, political theory and

economics. They will find this the go-to resource for cutting-edge

thinking in natural law ethics.

tom angier is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of

Cape Town. In addition to many journal papers, his recent publications

include two edited volumes: Virtue Ethics and The History of Evil, both

published in 2018. He is the author of Natural Law Theory in

Cambridge’s Elements in Ethics series (forthcoming).
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2 Aquinas 31

steven j. jensen

3 Grotius and Pufendorf 51

johan olsthoorn

PART II THE REVIVAL OF NATURAL LAW ETHICS 71

4 The New Natural Law Theory 73

patrick lee

5 Neo-Aristotelian Ethical Naturalism 92

jennifer a. frey

PART III NATURAL LAW ETHICS AND RELIGION 111

6 Natural Law in Judaism 113

tamar rudavsky

7 Natural Law in Catholic Christianity 135

tracey rowland

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108422635
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42263-5 — The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Ethics
Edited by Tom Angier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

8 Natural Law in Protestant Christianity 155

jennifer herdt

9 Natural Law in Islam 179

anver emon

PART IV APPLIED NATURAL LAW ETHICS 197

10 Bioethics and Natural Law 199

jacqueline laing

11 Economics and Natural Law 215

samuel gregg

12 Political Theory and Natural Law 235

christopher wolfe

PART V NATURAL LAW ETHICS: CHALLENGES AND

PROSPECTS 255

13 Challenges Facing Natural Law Ethics 257

sophie grace chappell

14 Natural Law Ethics and the Revival of Aristotelian

Metaphysics 276

edward feser

15 Prospects for Natural Law Ethics in the Twenty-First

Century 297

tom angier

References 318

Index 342

vi contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108422635
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42263-5 — The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Ethics
Edited by Tom Angier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contributors

Philipp Brüllmann is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at LMUMunich

and a facultymember of theMunich School of Ancient Philosophy.He

is the author of Die Theorie des Guten in Aristoteles’

‘Nikomachischer Ethik’ (2011) and has published papers on

Aristotelian and Stoic ethics.

Sophie Grace Chappell is Professor of Philosophy at the Open

University. She is the author of Ethics and Experience (2011),

Knowing What to Do (2014) and Ethics beyond the Limits: New

Essays on Bernard Williams (2019).

Anver Emon is Professor in the Faculty of Law and Department of

History at the University of Toronto. He is the author of Islamic

Natural Law Theories (2010) and co-author of The Natural Law: A

Christian, Jewish, and Islamic Trialogue (2014).

Edward Feser is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Pasadena City

College in California. His books include Aquinas (2009), Scholastic

Metaphysics: A Contemporary Introduction (2014) and Aristotle’s

Revenge: The Metaphysical Foundations of Physical and Biological

Science (2019).

Jennifer A. Frey is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of

South Carolina. She is the co-editor of Self-Transcendence and Virtue:

Perspectives fromPhilosophy, Psychology, and Theology (2019) and has

publishedmany papers on action theory, ethics and the history of ethics.

Samuel Gregg is ResearchDirector at the Acton Institute and a Fellow of

the Center for the Study of Law and Religion at Emory University. He

is the author of For God and Profit: How Banking and Finance Serve

the CommonGood (2016), Becoming Europe (2013),Wilhelm Röpke’s

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108422635
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42263-5 — The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Ethics
Edited by Tom Angier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Political Economy (2010), The Modern Papacy (2009) and The

Commercial Society (2007).

Jennifer Herdt is Gilbert Stark Professor of Christian Ethics at Yale

University Divinity School. Her most recent book is Forming

Humanity: Redeeming the German Bildung Tradition (2019).

Steven J. Jensen is Professor of Philosophy at the Center for Thomistic

Studies at the University of St Thomas (Houston). He is the author of

The Human Person: A Beginner’s Thomistic Psychology (2018), Sin: A

Thomistic Psychology (2018), Knowing the Natural Law: From

Precepts and Inclinations to Deriving Oughts (2015) and Good and

Evil Actions: A Journey through Saint Thomas Aquinas (2010).

Jacqueline Laing has taught Jurisprudence, Criminal Law and Moral

Philosophy at the Universities of Cambridge, Oxford and London. She

is the co-editor of Human Lives: Critical Essays on Consequentialist

Bioethics (1997) and The Natural Law Reader (2013) and has published

articles in many academic journals.

Patrick Lee is John N. and Jamie D. McAleer Professor of Bioethics and

Director of the Center for Bioethics, Franciscan University of

Steubenville. He is the author of Body-Self Dualism in

Contemporary Ethics and Politics (2008, with Robert P. George),

Abortion and Unborn Human Life (2010) and Conjugal Union:

What Marriage Is and Why It Matters (2014, with Robert P. George).

Johan Olsthoorn is Assistant Professor in Political Theory at the

University of Amsterdam and Postdoctoral Fellow at the Katholieke

Universiteit Leuven (2015–21). His research on early modern natural

law theory has appeared in the Journal of the History of Philosophy,

the British Journal for the History of Philosophy and History of

Philosophy Quarterly, among other journals.

Tracey Rowland holds the St John Paul II Chair of Theology at the

University of Notre Dame (Australia). Her most recent books are

Catholic Theology (2017) and The Culture of the Incarnation: Essays

on Catholic Theology (2017).

viii list of contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108422635
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42263-5 — The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Ethics
Edited by Tom Angier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Tamar Rudavsky is Professor of Philosophy at Ohio State University.

She is the author of Jewish Philosophy in the Middle Ages: Science,

Rationalism and Religion (2018) and Maimonides (2010) and is co-

editor of The Cambridge History of Medieval Philosophy: From

Antiquity to the Seventeenth Century (Cambridge University Press,

2009).

Christopher Wolfe is Distinguished Affiliate Professor of Politics at the

University of Dallas and Emeritus Professor, Marquette University.

He is the author of Natural Law Liberalism (2006).

list of contributors ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108422635
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42263-5 — The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Ethics
Edited by Tom Angier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108422635
www.cambridge.org

