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CLIMATE AND LITERATURE

In this volume, leading scholars examine the history of climate and
literature. Essays analyse this history in terms of the contrasts between
literary and climatological time, and between literal and literary
atmosphere, before addressing textual representations of climate in
seasons poetry, classical Greek literature, medieval Icelandic and
Greenlandic sagas, and Shakespearean theatre. Beyond this, the effect
of Enlightenment understandings of climate on literature are
explored in Romantic poetry, North American settler literature, the
novels of empire, Victorian and modernist fiction, science fiction, and
Nordic noir or crime fiction. Finally, the volume addresses recent
literary framings of climate in the Anthropocene, charting the rise of
the climate change novel, the spectre of extinction in the contempor-
ary cultural imagination, and the relationship between climate criti-
cism and nuclear criticism.

Together, the essays in this volume outline the discursive dimensions
of climate. Climate is as old as human civilisation, as old as all attempts
to apprehend and describe patterns in the weather. Because climate is
weather documented, it necessarily possesses an intimate relationship
with language, and, through language, to literature. This volume
challenges the idea that climate belongs to the realm of science and is
separate from literature and the realm of the imagination.

ADELINE JOHNS-PUTRA is Reader in English Literature at the
University of Surrey. She is the author of The History of the Epic
(2006) and Heroes and Housewives: Women's Epic Poetry and Domestic
Ideology in the Romantic Age (2001). Her edited books include Process:
Landscape and Text (2010) and Literature and Sustainability: Conceprt,
Text, and Culture (2017). She was Chair of the Association for the
Study of Literature and Environment, UK and Ireland, from 2011 to
2015.
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CAMBRIDGE CRITICAL CONCEPTS

Cambridge Critical Concepts focuses on the important ideas animating twentieth-
and twenty-first-century literary studies. Each concept addressed in the series has
had a profound impact on literary studies, as well as on other disciplines, and
already has a substantial critical bibliography surrounding it. This series captures
the dynamic critical energies transmitted across twentieth- and twenty-first-
century literary landscapes: the concepts critics bring to reading, interpretation
and criticism. By addressing the origins, development and application of these
ideas, the books collate and clarify how these particular concepts have developed,
while also featuring fresh insights and establishing new lines of enquiry.

Cambridge Critical Concepts shifts the focus from period- or genre-based literary
studies of key terms to the history and development of the terms themselves. Broad
and detailed contributions cumulatively identify and investigate the various
historical and cultural catalysts that made these critical concepts emerge as
established twenty-first-century landmarks in the discipline. The level will be
suitable for advanced undergraduates, graduates and specialists, as well as for
those teaching outside their own research areas, and will have cross-disciplinary
relevance for subjects such as history and philosophy.
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