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‘This book is a welcome contribution to our understanding of prod-
uct policy. It provides a systematic analysis of key elements of product
policy – law, regulation, trade issues – and sophisticated exploration of
the challenges to this approach to environmental policy.While product
policy is most advanced in Europe, the integration of life-cycle think-
ing is growing worldwide. This book will be very useful to researchers,
policy makers, and activists grappling with the many dimensions of
product policy including eco-design, extended producer responsibility,
chemicals in products, and eco-labels, and their many intersections.’

– Reid Lifset, Editor of Journal of Industrial Ecology,
School of Forestry & Environmental Studies, Yale University

‘The anthology contains a number of insightful analyses that provide
new and refreshing perspectives on issues ranging from how to reduce
the impact from different types of products, to the need for regulations
due tomarket failures, and the vulnerability of markets to violations by
powerful suppliers. All in all, the book brings the reader up-to-date on
the complex issues related to environmental regulations for products
and provides a unique overview of the area. Time well spent!’

– Mats Larsson, IUC Syd, author of Circular Business Models and
The Business of Global Energy Transformation

‘Every environmental lawyer needs this book. Too little attention goes
to pollution fromproducts. Yet from cars to plastics,making, using and
disposing of products create some of today’s biggest pollution prob-
lems. This book provides the most comprehensive discussion of these
issues to date. The authors are leading experts and bring rigour and
clarity to their work. If you use law to protect the planet, or simply
want to understand the Herculean tasks we face, order your copy.’

– James Thornton, environmental lawyer and founding
CEO of ClientEarth

‘This book makes a compelling case for strengthening product design
in order to minimise environmental impacts through the life cycle.
From energy efficiency requirements to durability, reparability and
recyclability standards, it explains how product-oriented environmen-
tal laws can help solve some of the most pressing issues of our time.’

– JeremyWates, Secretary General of the European
Environmental Bureau

‘This edited volume truly engages the reader with its thoughtful treat-
ment of environmental product policies. The book skilfully inter-
weaves topical legal and policy considerations in its exploration of
major themes and cases in this field, which the circular economy dis-
course has brought (back) to the forefront of developments.’

– Harri Kalimo, Jean Monnet Professor, Institute for
European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel
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PREVENTING ENVIRONMENTAL

DAMAGE FROM PRODUCTS

How to tackle environmental damage from the throwaway society is one

of the defining questions of the twenty-first century. We must encourage

and support sustainable production and consumption, notably through

the establishment of a circular economy. These essays by an international

group of leading scholars from a range of disciplines analyse policies and

legal instruments and challenge mainstream assumptions, from the choice

of a policy mix to the actual effect of imposing standards on the market,

and from corporate objectives and priorities to the use of precaution in

assessing particularly harmful substances. Each chapter contributes to a

better understanding of the current policy and regulatory framework in

Europe and identifies the challenges and opportunities ahead. The book

breaks new ground by examining how product policies can contribute to

important objectives and visions. It is a must-read for researchers as well

as for policymakers and practitioners.

eléonore maitre-ekern is a PhD candidate in the Department of

Public and International Law, University of Oslo, Norway.

carl dalhammar is Associate Professor in the International Institute

for Industrial Environmental Economics, Lund University, Sweden.

hans christian bugge is Professor Emeritus in Environmental Law,

Department of Public and International Law, University of Oslo, Norway.
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Environmental pollution is an incurable disease. It can only be
prevented.

Barry Commoner
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PBT Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic

POPs Persistent Organic Pollutants

PP Public Procurement

PPI Public Procurement for Innovation

PPMs Processing and Production Methods

PPPR Plant Protection Products Regulation

PSS Product–Service Systems

PVC Polyvinyl Chloride
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xxii list of abbreviations

R&D Research and Development

RA Risk Assessment

RDE Real Driving Emissions

REACH Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals

RoHS Restriction of the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances

RPM Revolutions per Minute

RSL Restricted Substance List

RT Regulatory Toxicology

SDGs UN Sustainable Development Goals

SPP Sustainable Public Procurement

SVHC Substance of Very High Concern

TEU Treaty on European Union

TFEU Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

TTIP Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

UN United Nations

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

vPvB Very Persistent and Very Bioaccumulative

VW Volkswagen

WEEE Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment

WFD Waste Framework Directive

WHO World Health Organization

WHO/IPCS International Programme on Chemical Safety (WHO)

WTO World Trade Organization
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