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Islamophobia and the Law is a foundational volume of critical scholarship on the
emerging form of bigotry widely known as Islamophobia. This book brings together
leading legal scholars to explore the emergence and rise of Islamophobia after the 9/11
terror attacks, particularly how the law brings about state-sponsored Islamophobia and
acts as a dynamic catalyst of private Islamophobia and vigilante violence against
Muslims. The first book of its kind, it is a critical read for scholars and practitioners,
advocates and students interested in deepening their knowledge of the subject matter.
This collection addresses Islamophobia in race, immigration and citizenship, criminal
law and national security, in the use of courts to advance anti-Muslim projects and in law
and society.

cyra akila choudhury is Professor of Law at Florida International University College
of Law. She is an internationally recognized expert in property, gender, minorities and
transnational security, and comparative law. Her scholarship appears in leading inter-
national law journals in the United States and a number of edited volumes.

khaled a. beydoun is Associate Professor of Law at University of Arkansas-Fayetteville
School of Law and Senior Affiliated Faculty at University of California-Berkeley Islamo-
phobia Research & Documentation Project. He is a leading law scholar on national
security, Muslim Americans and Islamophobia and the author of American Islamopho-
bia: Understanding the Roots and Rise of Fear.

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Islamophobia and the Law

Edited by

CYRA AKILA CHOUDHURY

Florida International University College of Law

KHALED A. BEYDOUN

University of Arkansas-Fayetteville School of Law

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108422123

doi: 10.1017/9781108380768

© Cambridge University Press 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd, Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
names: Choudhury, Cyra Akila, 1971– editor. | Beydoun, Khaled A., 1978– editor.

title: Islamophobia and the law / edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury,
Florida International University; Khaled A. Beydoun, University of Arkansas School of Law.

description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY, USA Cambridge
University Press, 2020. | Includes index.

identifiers: lccn 2019040747 (print) | lccn 2019040748 (ebook) |
isbn 9781108422123 (hardback) | isbn 9781108433716 (paperback) | isbn 9781108380768 (epub)
subjects: lcsh: Muslims–Legal status, laws, etc.–United States. | Islamophobia–United States.

classification: lcc kf4869.m86 i825 2020 (print) | lcc kf4869.m86 (ebook) |
ddc 342.7308/5297–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019040747
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019040748

isbn 978-1-108-42212-3 Hardback
isbn 978-1-108-43371-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

Note on Contributors page ix
Acknowledgments xv

Introduction 1

Khaled A. Beydoun and Cyra Akila Choudhury

1 What Is Islamophobia?: The Rise of a Concept 1

2 Toward a Comprehensive Understanding of Islamophobia 5

3 A Legal Definition 7

4 The Law’s Islamophobia 12

5 The Structure of the Book 12

6 Conclusion 14

part i race and citizenship

1 The Citizen and the Terrorist 19

Leti Volpp

1 Introduction 19

2 On Racial Profiling 20

3 On Orientalist Tropes 25

4 On Citizenship and Identity 28

5 Conclusion 32

2 Race, Civil Rights, and Immigration Law after September 11, 2001:

The Targeting of Arabs and Muslims 34

Susan Akram and Kevin Johnson

1 Introduction 34

2 The Demonization of Persons of Arab and Muslim Ancestry 36

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

3 Racism in Times of National Crises 40

4 The Civil Rights Implications of the Modern War on Terrorism 47

5 Conclusion 54

3 Constructing Good Aliens and Good Citizens: Legitimizing the

War on Terror(ism) 56

Karen Engle

1 Introduction 56

2 Immigration Law and Bad Aliens 58

3 Bad Citizens 63

4 Bad Aliens and Bad Citizens in the War on Terrorism 64

5 Semiotic Dynamics at Work: The Creation of Good Aliens
and Good Citizens to Legitimize the War on Terrorism 69

6 Conclusion 75

4 A Rage Shared by Law: Post–September 11 Racial Violence

as Crimes of Passion 77

Muneer I. Ahmad

1 Introduction 77

2 “Private” and “Public” Racial Violence in the Aftermath
of September 11 79

3 The Construction of “Muslim-Looking” People and the “Logic” of
Fungibility 84

4 Understanding the Origins of Post–September 11 Hate Violence 85

5 Post–September 11 Racial Violence as Crimes of Passion 89

6 The Role of Violence in Fomenting Law after September 11 89

7 Conclusion 91

part ii the politics of islamophobia in the courts

5 The Lost Story of Iqbal 95

Shirin Sinnar

1 Introduction 95

2 The Lost Story: Javaid Iqbal 97

3 The Lost Story: Race, Religion, and the Post–9/11 Detentions 102

4 Rereading Iqbal at the Juncture of Procedure and Substance 108

5 Conclusion 112

6 “Muslim Bans” and the (Re)making of Political Islamophobia 113

Khaled A. Beydoun

1 Introduction 113

2 America’s First “Muslim Ban” 114

3 The Modern Law of American Islamophobia 117

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

4 The Politics of Islamophobia 122

5 Conclusion 130

7 “Islamic Law” in US Courts: Judicial Jihad or

Constitutional Imperative? 132

Faisal Kutty

1 Introduction 132

2 The First Amendment and Religion in US Courts 134

3 Cases Invoking Contract Principles, Comity, and Public Policy 138

4 Multiculturalism and Legal Pluralism 144

5 Conclusion 147

part iii islamophobia in criminal law and national

security law

8 A Muslim Registry: A Look at Past Practices and What May

Come Next 153

Abed A. Ayoub

1 Introduction 153

2 Arab and Muslim 154

3 Operation Boulder 154

4 Gulf War I and Special Registration 161

5 Post 9/11 and the National Security Entry Exit Registration System
(NSEERS) 162

6 Full NSEERS Termination 165

7 The Muslim Registry: What’s Next? 168

9 National Security’s Broken Windows 170

Amna A. Akbar

1 Introduction 170

2 A Taxonomy of National Security Community Policing 172

3 Disorder and Radicalization 182

4 Racializing Muslims 185

5 Conclusion 191

10 Muslim Radicalization in Prison: Responding with Sound

Penal Policy or the Sound of Alarm? 193

SpearIt

1 Approaching and Interpreting Prisoner Radicalization 193

2 Alarmism and Political Distortions 195

3 Muslims in Criminal Justice 197

4 Racial and Religious Discrimination 204

5 Conclusion and Forward 205

Contents vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

part iv law, society, and islamophobia

11 Property Lawfare: Historical Racism and Present Islamophobia

in Anti-Mosque Activism 213

Cyra Akila Choudhury

1 Property Lawfare: The Law’s (Mis)uses in Anti-Mosque Activism 215

2 Property Lawfare and Its Distributional Consequences 222

3 Conclusion 228

12 “Liberty and Death” 230

Karen Ellis Rhone

1 Introduction 230

2 The Legacy of Legally Imposed Segregation in the United States 232

3 Adjudicating Hate 238

4 Segregation, Hate, and the Law since the September 11
Terror Attacks 241

5 Wars and the US Foreign Policies That Segregate
Muslims Globally 245

13 The Gender of Islamophobia 249

Aziza Ahmed

1 Introduction 249

2 September 11 and the Bush Administration 250

3 The Obama Administration 255

4 Donald Trump: Exploiting an Existing Narrative about Gender
and Islam 256

5 Conclusion 260

14 Coercive Assimilationism and Muslim Women’s

Identity Performance in the Workplace 261

Sahar F. Aziz

1 Introduction 261

2 Performing Identity at Work: The Case of Muslim
Women of Color 264

3 The Triple Bind: Irreconcilable Intergroup, Intragroup,
and Intersectional Identity Performance Pressures 267

4 Expanding Title VII Jurisprudence to Keep Up with Discrimination 272

5 Conclusion 279

Index 281

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Note on Contributors

Muneer Ahmad is Clinical Professor of Law at Yale Law School, where he co-
teaches in the Transnational Development Clinic and the Worker and Immigrant
Rights Advocacy Clinic (WIRAC). He received his AB from Harvard University
(1993) and his JD from Harvard Law School (1996). His scholarship examines the
intersections of immigration, race, and citizenship in both legal theory and legal
practice.

Aziza Ahmed is Professor of Law at Northeastern University School of Law. She is
an internationally renowned expert in health law, criminal law, and human rights.
Her scholarship examines the legal, regulatory, and political environments regarding
health in US domestic law, US foreign policy, and international law. She teaches
property law, reproductive and sexual health and rights, and international health
law: governance, development, and rights. Professor Ahmed was selected as a fellow
with the program in Law and Public Affairs (LAPA) at Princeton University for
2017–2018. She combined a sabbatical and her fellowship, spending the academic
year developing her work on law, feminism, and science into a book with particular
emphasis on how women’s health advocates shaped the AIDS response. She has also
written extensively about abortion and reproductive health. Professor Ahmed’s
scholarship has appeared in the University of Miami Law Review, the American

Journal of Law and Medicine, the University of Denver Law Review, the Harvard

Journal of Law and Gender, the Boston University Law Review (online) and the
American Journal of International Law (online), among other journals.

Amna A. Akbar is Associate Professor of Law at The Ohio State University Moritz
College of Law. Her research and teaching focus on social movements, race, and
policing. She received her BA from Barnard College, Columbia University, and her
JD from the University of Michigan.

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Susan Akram directs Boston University School of Law’s International Human
Rights Clinic, in which she supervises students engaged in international advocacy
in domestic, international, regional, and UN fora. She earned her BA with honors
from the University of Michigan–Ann Arbor, a JD from Georgetown University, and
a Diplome in International Human Rights from the Institut International des Droits
de l’Homme. Her research and publications focus on immigration, asylum, refu-
gees, forced migration, and human and civil rights issues, with an interest in the
Middle East and the Arab and Muslim world. Since September 11, 2001, she has
presented widely on the USA PATRIOT Act and on immigration-related laws and
policies, as well as on her work challenging standard interpretations of women’s
asylum claims from the Arab/Muslim world.

Abed A. Ayoub serves as the national legal and policy director of the American–Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), the country’s largest Arab American civil
rights organization. Throughout his career Ayoub has worked to address issues
impacting Arabs and Muslims in the United States, including matters related to
discrimination, immigration, hate crimes, surveillance, and profiling. Ayoub works
to enhance the community’s economic empowerment and access to education.
Under his leadership, the ADC legal department has successfully assisted and
provided support to thousands of impacted community members. He regularly
advocates on behalf of the community with lawmakers and government agencies.
Ayoub is a native of Detroit, Michigan.

Sahar F. Aziz is Professor of Law, Chancellor’s Social Justice Scholar, and Middle
East and Legal Studies Scholar at Rutgers University Law School. Professor Aziz’s
scholarship adopts an interdisciplinary approach to examine intersections of
national security, race, and civil rights, with a focus on the adverse impact of
national security laws and policies on racial, ethnic, and religious minorities in
the United States. Her research also investigates the relationship among authoritar-
ianism, terrorism, and the rule of law in Egypt. She is the founding director of the
interdisciplinary Rutgers Center for Security, Race, and Rights. She is also a faculty
affiliate of the African American Studies Department at Rutgers University–Newark
and an editor for the Arab Law Quarterly. Professor Aziz’s academic articles have
been published in the Harvard National Security Journal, the Washington and Lee

Law Review, the Nebraska Law Review, the George Washington International Law

Review, the Penn State Law Review, and the Texas Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Journal. Her book The Muslim Menace: The Racialization of Religion in the Post-9/

11 Era is forthcoming from Harvard University Press.

Khaled A. Beydoun is a law professor and author. He currently teaches at the
University of Arkansas School of Law and is a senior affiliated faculty member at the
University of California Berkeley School of Law. His work examines the tension
between the First Amendment and the War on Terror, and has been featured in the

x Note on Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

California Law Review, the UCLA Law Review, the Northwestern Law Review, and
other top journals. He is also the author of the critically acclaimed book American

Islamophobia: Understanding the Roots and Rise of Fear. He was awarded an Open
Society Foundation Equality Fellowship to educate Muslim American commu-
nities about the threat of surveillance. He is a native of Detroit.

Cyra Akila Choudhury is Professor of Law at Florida International University
College of Law in Miami. She also serves as faculty in the Muslim World Studies
Program and the Middle East Studies program at FIU. Her scholarship focuses on
legal theory, race, and comparative law in gender and family, property, and human
rights. Her publications have appeared in the University of Colorado Law Review,
the Columbia Journal of Gender and the Law, theMichigan Journal of International

Law, the Berkeley Journal of International Law, and the Vanderbilt Journal of

Transnational Law, among others. She is part of the Third World Approaches to
International Law (TWAIL) network and served as faculty the Institute for Global
Law and Policy at Harvard. She has a JD cum laude and LLM from Georgetown
University Law Center, an MA in political science from Columbia University, and a
BA (with honors) in political science from The College of Wooster.

Karen Engle is Minerva House Drysdale Regents Chair in Law and Founder and
Co-director of the Bernard and Audre Rapoport Center for Human Rights and
Justice at the University of Texas School of Law. She teaches and researches in the
fields of public international law, international human rights law, and legal theory.
Her books include The Grip of Sexual Violence in Conflict: Feminist Interventions in

International Law (Stanford University Press, 2019), Anti-Impunity and the Human

Rights Agenda (Cambridge University Press, 2016) (co-editor), and The Elusive

Promise of Indigenous Development: Rights, Culture, Strategy (Duke University
Press, 2010), which received the Best Book Award from the American Political
Science Association Section on Human Rights. Engle has been a member of the
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, a Fulbright Senior Specialist, and a
resident at the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center. She received her JD magna
cum laude from Harvard Law School and a BA with honors from Baylor University.

Kevin R. Johnson is the dean and Mabie-Apallas Professor of Public Interest Law
and Chicana/o Studies at the University of California–Davis School of Law. Dean
Johnson earned his AB in economics from UC Berkeley and graduated magna cum
laude with a JD from Harvard Law School. He has published extensively on
immigration law and civil rights. Published in 1999, his book How Did You Get to

Be Mexican? A White/Brown Man’s Search for Identity was nominated for the
2000 Robert F. Kennedy Book Award. Dean Johnson’s latest book, Immigration

Law and the U.S.–Mexico Border (2011), received the Latino Literacy Now’s Inter-
national Latino Book Awards for best reference book. Dean Johnson blogs at
ImmigrationProf, and is a regular contributor on immigration on SCOTUSblog.

Note on Contributors xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Faisal Kutty teaches at Barry University Law School in Orlando, Florida. He also
serves as an adjunct professor at Osgoode Hall Law School of York University in
Toronto and as counsel to Kutty & Associates, a Toronto law firm. He co-founded
the Canadian chapter of the Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR) and
served as its first legal counsel. He studied economics at York University and holds a
JD from the University of Ottawa and an LLM from Osgoode Hall Law School. He
completed his PhD course work at Osgoode. While in law school, he served as a
book reviews and articles editor for the Ottawa Law Review. In addition to his
academic publications, Faisal has published more than two hundred op-eds in the
Toronto Star, the National Post, the Globe and Mail, Al Jazeera, the Middle East

Eye, the Arab News, the Indian Express, the Express Tribune, and elsewhere. For the
past nine consecutive years he has been included in The Muslim 500: The World’s

Most Influential Muslims.

Karen Ellis Rhone is a scholar of international relations, comparative law, and
global policy. She earned an MA and PhD in political science from the University of
Chicago. She also earned a BS in economics (magna cum laude) and a BA in
political science (magna cum laude) from William Paterson University. She is a
longtime coordinator of the Money, Markets & Governance Workshop at the
University of Chicago. She is also a former law and social sciences doctoral fellow
at the American Bar Foundation. Much of that work focused on Islamic law, Islamic
economics, and on her corresponding fieldwork in Dubai, Doha, and Amman. Her
current projects focus on financial alliances, international institutions, and the
overall distribution of power in the global economy.

Shirin Sinnar is Professor of Law and the John A. Wilson Faculty Scholar at
Stanford Law School. Her scholarship addresses national security law, race, and
civil rights litigation, including the role of institutions in protecting individual rights
and democratic values. Her articles have been published in the Harvard Law

Review, the Stanford Law Review, the Georgetown Law Journal, and in other
journals. Prior to joining Stanford Law School, she served as a civil rights lawyer
with the Asian Law Caucus and the San Francisco Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights, where she represented individuals in employment discrimination and
national security profiling cases. She also clerked for U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals Judge Warren J. Ferguson. She is the recipient of the 2017Mike Lewis Prize
for her article, “The Lost Story of Iqbal,” and the 2016 John Bingham Hurlbut
Award for Excellence in Teaching.

SpearIt earned a BA in philosophy, magna cum laude, from the University of
Houston, a master’s in theological studies at Harvard Divinity School, a PhD in
religious studies at the University of California–Santa Barbara, and a JD from the
University of California Berkeley School of Law. Currently, he is a professor of law
at Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Texas Southern University, where he teaches

xii Note on Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

evidence, professional responsibility, and criminal procedure. SpearIt has extensive
teaching experience; in addition to teaching law, he has taught undergraduate
courses and taught inmates at San Quentin State Prison. He is the author of
American Prisons: A Critical Primer on Culture and Conversion to Islam (First
Edition Design Publishing, 2017). He also serves as chair of the American Bar
Association Subcommittee on Pell Grant Funding, is a board member of the
American Association of Law Schools Section on Law and Religion and Section
on Minority Groups, and is a contributing editor to The Islamic Monthly magazine
and JOTWELL Criminal Law.

Leti Volpp is the Robert D. and Leslie Kay Raven Professor of Law and the Director
for the Center of Race and Gender at UC Berkeley. She researches immigration
law and citizenship theory. Her recent publications include “Protecting the Nation
from ‘Honor Killings’: The Construction of a Problem,” Constitutional Commen-

tary (2019), “Passports in the Time of Trump,” Symploke (2018), and “Refugees
Welcome?” La Raza Law Journal (2018). She is the co-editor of Looking for Law in

All the Wrong Places (with Marianne Constable and Bryan Wagner) (Fordham
University Press, 2019), and Legal Borderlands: Law and the Construction of Ameri-

can Borders (with Mary Dudziak) (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005).

Note on Contributors xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

This book was conceived in 2015 before the rise of Donald Trump but well into the
War on Terror, during which there has been an unprecedented burgeoning of
Islamophobia. I would like to thank my co-editor Khaled for joining the venture
when I approached him out of the blue, even though he did not know me at the
time. His insights and collaboration have certainly enriched my own work and taken
me in new directions. I consider him a brother in the struggle against Islamophobia
and subordination of all kinds. I thank our contributors for their willingness to be
included in this volume. Many of them trusted us to include and excerpt their work.
A number of our contributors also contributed original pieces, bringing new ideas
about Islamophobia and the law to light. I am very grateful to everyone for their
support and hard work.
The project was funded by summer research grants from Florida International

University (FIU) College of Law. Monica Ishak and William Diab provided excel-
lent research assistance. Marisol Floren at FIU College of Law library was incredibly
helpful in digging up somewhat obscure court materials and also in citation
checking. I am also grateful to our editors at Cambridge University Press, who were
enthusiastic about this volume from the start, John Berger (who is no longer at
Cambridge), Joshua Penney, and Jackie Grant. We are also very lucky to be able to
feature Ebtisam Abdulaziz’s unique art on the cover, and we are thankful for her
support and generosity. Many other colleagues and fellow travelers have been part of
the conversation throughout my career, and I acknowledge their many acts of
intellectual generosity even if I cannot name them all here. I am particularly grateful
to those in the legal academy who supported me through some very difficult times as
a minority woman and junior scholar.
The book would not have been possible without the support of my partner and

intellectual sounding board, Ben Hamlin. His love and understanding have been
sustaining throughout my career. It is a joy to be able to share that which is

xv

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42212-3 — Islamophobia and the Law
Edited by Cyra Akila Choudhury , Khaled A. Beydoun 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

important and to laugh about that which is insignificant. And since November 2016,
we have found much to laugh about together even in dark times.

My mother and father, Parveen and Abdul Momen Choudhury, were also
important interlocutors and supporters throughout my career. My sister, Naseem
Choudhury, and brother-in-law, Jody Perrett, could always be relied upon to hash
out thoughts about both immigrant Muslim communities and the current political
situation. For the gift of a family that discusses, argues, and expands my thinking,
I am very grateful. My in-laws, the Hamlins, have always been joyous and intellec-
tually challenging; in many ways, they too have shaped me as a scholar and teacher.

This book is dedicated to all those who have lost their lives, been the subject of
violence and hate because they are Muslims, who have been targeted for interven-
tion globally in the Muslim world and who continue to struggle for a more just
world in spite of the difficulties. It is also dedicated to my two nieces, Magda and
Suraiya. May they thrive in a world with less Islamophobia and hate. May they live
in a world that values honesty and kindness.

Cyra Akila Choudhury

Above all, I would like to thank my family, most notably, my mother, Fikrieh
Beydoun. In addition, I would like to thank my intellectual community within
and beyond legal academia, specifically Kimberle Crenshaw, Devon Carbado,
Bernadette Atuahene, Ediberto Roman, Erika Wilson, the UCLA Critical Race
Studies community, and the University of California Islamophobia Research and
Documentation Project community. Finally, I owe gratitude to the Open Society
Foundation, which supported my research and praxis work through the Equality
Fellowship.

Khaled A. Beydoun

xvi Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108422123
www.cambridge.org

