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the human right to a healthy environment

The absence of a globally recognized right to a healthy environment has not prevented
the development of human rights norms relating to the environment. Indeed, one of the
most noteworthy aspects of human rights law over the last twenty years is that UN treaty
bodies, regional tribunals, special rapporteurs, and other human rights mechanisms have
applied human rights law to environmental issues even without a stand-alone, justiciable
human right to a healthy environment. In The Human Right to a Healthy Environment,
a diverse set of scholars and practitioners, all of whom have been instrumental in
defining the relationship between human rights and the environment, provide their
thoughts on what is, or should be, the role of an international human right to a healthy
environment. The right to a healthy environment could be a capstone to this field of law,
could help to provide structure to it, or could move it in new directions.

John H. Knox is Henry C. Lauerman Professor of International Law at Wake Forest
University, North Carolina, and has written extensively on human rights and environ-
mental issues. The first UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment,
he has led the effort to understand and promote the application of human rights to
environmental issues. He won the Francis Deák Prize for scholarship in 2003. Between
1999 and 2005, he chaired a national advisory committee to the US Environmental
Protection Agency, and from 2008 to 2012 he was of counsel to the Center for Inter-
national Environmental Law.

Ramin Pejan is a staff attorney at Earthjustice’s International Program, based in San
Francisco. He is also an adjunct clinical professor at the University of California, Irvine,
School of Law, in its International Justice Clinic. Prior to Earthjustice, Ramin worked
for the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the
United Nations Environment Programme on the links between human rights and
environmental issues. From 2010 to 2012, Ramin worked in Bushbuckridge, South Africa,
as legal counsel for the Association for Water and Rural Development, a non-profit
organization focusing on water resource management issues in rural South Africa.
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Bamako Convention on the Ban of Import into Africa and the Control of
Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Waste within Africa,
January 30, 1991, in force April 22, 1998.
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Charter of the United Nations, June 26, 1945, in force October 24, 1945,
1 UNTS 16.

Constitutive Act of the African Union, July 11, 2000, in force May 26, 2001,
OAU Doc. CAB/LEG/23.15.

Convention on the Preservation of Wild Animals, Birds, and Fish in Africa, May 19,
1900, not in force.

Convention Relative to the Preservation of Fauna and Flora in their Natural State,
November 8, 1933, in force January 14, 1936.

Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, Environment and Human Rights,
24th Sess., Rec. 1614 (2003).

Declaration of the UN Conference on the Human Environment, UN Doc.
A/Conf.48/14/Rev.1 (June 5–16, 1972).

Declaration on the Right to Development, UN Doc. A/RES/41/128 (December 4,
1986).

Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary
Context, February 25, 1991, in force September 10, 1997, 1989 UNTS 310.

European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms, November 4, 1950, in force September 3, 1953, 213 UNTS 221, art. 17.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, December 16, 1966, in force
March 23, 1976, 999 UNTS 171.

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, December 16,
1966, in force January 3, 1976, 993 UNTS 3.

International Labour Organization, Convention Concerning Indigenous and Tribal
Peoples in Independent Countries (C 169), June 27, 1989, in force September 5,
1991, 28 I.L.M. 1382.

Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development, UN Doc. A/CONF.199/20
(2002).

Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,
December 11, 1997, in force February 16, 2005, 2303 UNTS 148.

Malé Declaration on the Human Dimension of Global Climate Change,
November 14, 2007.

Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, December 10, 2008, in force May 5, 2013, UN Doc. A/RES/63/117.

Paris Agreement, December 12, 2015, in force November 4, 2016, UN Doc. FCCC/
CP/2015/19.

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, UN Doc. A/CONF.151/26/
Rev.1, annex I (June 14, 1992).

Statute of the International Court of Justice, June 26, 1945, 33 UNTS 993.
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United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, UN Doc. A/RES/
61/295 (September 13, 2007).

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, May 9, 1992, in force
March 21, 1994, 1771 UNTS 107.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, General Assembly res. 217A (III), UN Doc.
A/810 (1948).

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, May 23, 1969, in force January 27, 1980,
1155 UNTS 331.

Table of Treaties and Other International Instruments xvii

www.cambridge.org/9781108421195
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42119-5 — The Human Right to a Healthy Environment
Edited by John H. Knox , Ramin Pejan 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108421195
www.cambridge.org

