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Bergson was a preeminent European philosopher of the early twen-
tieth century and his work covers all major branches of philosophy.
This volume of essays is the first collection in twenty years in English
to address the whole of Bergson’s philosophy, including his metaphy-
sics, epistemology, philosophy of science, philosophy of life,
aesthetics, ethics, social and political thought, and religion. The essays
explore Bergson’s influence on a number of different fields, and also
extend his thought to pressing issues of our time, including philoso-
phy as a way of life, inclusion and exclusion in politics, ecology, the
philosophy of race and discrimination, and religion and its enduring
appeal. The volume will be valuable for all who are interested in this
important thinker and his continuing relevance.
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To allow for quick reference to Bergson’s works, the following abbrevia-
tions are used in inline citations. Page references are, first, to the Euwvres
edited by André Robinet, and, in the case of Duration and Simultaneity,
the Mélanges, and, second, to the authorized translations published in
Bergson’s lifetime. The bibliography provides detailed information on
the translations and on other works by Bergson referred to in the notes.

DS Durée et simultanéité, 19225 Duration and Simultaneity

DSMR Les deux sources de la morale et de la religion, 19325 The Two
Sources of Morality and Religion

EC L’Evolution créatrice, 1907; Creative Evolution

ES L’Energie spirituelle, 1919; Mind-Energy

ESSAI Essai sur les données immédiates de la conscience, 1889; Time and
Free Will: An Essay on the Immediate Data of Consciousness

MM Matiére et mémoire, 1896; Matter and Memory

PM La pensée et le mouvant, 1934; The Creative Mind

RIRE Le rire, 19005 Laughter
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