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This book argues for a new approach to the intellectual history of the Hellenistic

world. Despite the intense cross-cultural interactions which characterised the

period after Alexander, studies of ‘Hellenistic’ intellectual life have tended to

focus on Greek scholars and institutions. Where cross-cultural connections have

been drawn, it is through borrowing: the Greek adoption of Babylonian

astrology; the Egyptian scholar Manetho deploying Greek historiographical

models. In this book, however, Kathryn Stevens advances a ‘Hellenistic intellec-

tual history’ which is cross-cultural in scope and goes beyond borrowing and

influence. Drawing on a wide range of Greek and Akkadian sources, she argues

that intellectual life in the Greek world and Babylonia can be linked not just

through occasional contact and influence, but also by deeper parallels in intellec-

tual culture that reflect their integration into the same overarching imperial

system. Tracing such parallels yields intellectual history which is diverse, multi-

polar and, therefore, truly ‘Hellenistic’.
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Phaenomena commentarium (ed. Manitius

1894)

Iren. Adv. Haer. Irenaeus, Adversus haereses

Philo Mos. Philo, De Vita Mosis

PN [Pseudo-Scymnus],Periodos to Nicomedes

(ed. Marcotte 2000)

Sync. Syncellus, Ecloga chronographica (ed.

Mosshammer 1984)

Tzetz. Proleg. Tzetzes, Prolegomena de comoedia

Aristophanis (ed. Koster 1975)

Vit. Arat. Vitae Arati (ed. Martin 1974)
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