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THE NEW WALT WHITMAN STUDIES

This book highlights some of the latest currents in Whitman scholar-
ship and demonstrates how Whitman’s work can speak to and trans-
form discussions in literary studies during a time of great intellectual
ferment. It is organized into three sections addressing aesthetics and
politics, new reading methods, and histories of the critical imagina-
tion. This volume contains innovative work on Whitman in a range
of fields. With the explosion of digitization of books and periodicals
in the past few years, the entire sense of Whitman’s career is changing,
and these essays are informed by the latest revelations among primary
sources. 1he New Walt Whitman Studies shows how the latest con-
cerns of literary analysis, from surface reading to ecocriticism to the
digital humanities, emerged from an engagement with Whitman’s
work.

MATT COHEN is Professor in the Department of English at the
University of Nebraska—Lincoln. He works in the fields of early
American literature, digital archives, and the history of the book.
His essays have appeared in PMLA, American Literary History, The
Walt Whitman Quarterly Review, The Chronicle of Higher Education,
and Book History, among others. He is the author or editor of five
books, including most recently Whitman’s Drift: Imagining Literary
Distribution (2017).
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TWENTY-FIRST-CENTURY CRITICAL REVISIONS

This series addresses two main themes across a range of key authors, genres, and
literary traditions. The first is the changing critical interpretations that have
emerged since ¢. 2000. Radically new interpretations of writers, genres, and
literary periods have emerged from the application of new critical approaches.
Substantial scholarly shifts have occurred too, through the emergence of new
editions, editions of letters, and competing biographical accounts. Books in this
series collate and reflect this rich plurality of twenty-first-century literary critical
energies, and wide varieties of revisionary scholarship, to summarize, analyze, and
assess the impact of contemporary critical strategies. Designed to offer critical
pathways and evaluations, and to establish new critical routes for research, this
series collates and explains a dizzying array of criticism and scholarship in key areas
of twenty-first-century literary studies.
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