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       QUEER FRIENDSHIP 

 Friendship in the classical world was celebrated as among the highest 
human achievements: Nothing was more likely to lead to the divine 
than looking for it in the eyes of a friend. In exploring the com-
plexities of male– male relations beyond the simple labels of sexuality, 
 Queer Friendship  shows how love between men has a rich and varied 
history in English literature. h e friend could of er a rel ection of 
one’s own worth and a celebration of a kind of mutuality that was 
not connected to family or home. h ese same- sex friendships are 
memorable because they give shape to the novels of which they are a 
part, and they question the assumption that the love between friends 
is dif erent from the love between lovers.  Queer Friendship  explores 
English literary friendship in three ways: the elegiac, the erotic, and 
the platonic, by considering a myriad of works, including Sterne’s 
 Tristram Shandy , Tennyson  ’s  In Memoriam  A.H.H , and Dickens  ’ 
 Great Expectations . 

  George E .  Haggerty  is Distinguished Professor and Chair in the 
Department of English, University of California, Riverside.   
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   QUEER FRIENDSHIP 

 Male Intimacy in the English Literary Tradition 

 GEORGE E.  HAGGERT Y       

www.cambridge.org/9781108418751
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41875-1 — Queer Friendship
George E. Haggerty 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

iv

  University Printing House, Cambridge  CB 2 8 BS , United Kingdom   

   One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York,  NY  10006,  USA    

   477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia   

   314– 321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi –  110025, India   

   79 Anson Road, #06- 04/ 06, Singapore 079906   

   Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.   

   It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.   

    www.cambridge.org   
  Information on this title:  www.cambridge.org/ 9781108418751   

  doi:  10.1017/ 9781108291385    

   © George E. Haggerty   2018   

 h is publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 

permission of Cambridge University Press. 

   First published 2018   

   Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.   

    A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library .   

    Library of Congress Cataloging- in- Publication Data   
  Names: Haggerty, George E. author.

Title: Queer friendship : male intimacy in the English literary tradition / George E. Haggerty.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2018. | 

Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identii ers: LCCN 2017060365 |  ISBN  9781108418751 (hardback)

Subjects: LCSH: English i ction – History and criticism. | 
Gays in literature. | Male friendship in literature.

Classii cation: LCC  PR 830. G 34 H 34 2018 | DDC 823.009/352664–dc23
LC record available at  https://lccn.loc.gov/2017060365    

    ISBN  978- 1- 108- 41875- 1 Hardback   

 Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy 
of  URL s for external or third- party internet websites referred to in this publication 

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, 
accurate or appropriate.   

www.cambridge.org/9781108418751
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-41875-1 — Queer Friendship
George E. Haggerty 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

v

   For my husband Ed O’Bannon 

 and 

 in memory of Philip Brett   
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