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Showcasing texts by Portuguese and Luso-Brazilian authors, this volume
demonstrates the wealth of the political thought of earlymodern Portugal and
its empire. Gathering together important texts on social order, government
and politics by authors who made a significant contribution to the develop-
ment of early modern Portugal, it demonstrates that Portugal was the setting
for vibrant political debate, often shaped by, and emerging in response to,
very particular assumptions, circumstances and concerns. Combining
a chronological approach with in-depth thematic sections, the book explores
how some controversies that took place in Portugal centred on themes similar
to those in other European countries, while others were linked to the specific
nature and history of the Portuguese monarchy and its interactions with
other polities. It thus offers an overview of the main debates on politics and
government and contributes to a more nuanced understanding of the multi-
faceted history of European political ideas.
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Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought is firmly established as
the major student series of texts in political theory. It aims to make available
all the most important texts in the history of political thought, from ancient
Greece to the twentieth century, from throughout the world and from every
political tradition. All the familiar classic texts are included, but the series
seeks at the same time to enlarge the conventional canon through a global
scope and by incorporating an extensive range of less well-known works,
many of them never before available in a modern English edition, and to
present the history of political thought in a comparative, international con-
text. Where possible, the texts are published in complete and unabridged
form, and translations are specially commissioned for the series. However,
where appropriate, especially for non-western texts, abridged or tightly
focused and thematic collections are offered instead. Each volume contains
a critical introduction together with chronologies, biographical sketches, a
guide to further reading and any necessary glossaries and textual apparatus.
Overall, the series aims to provide the reader with an outline of the entire
evolution of international political thought.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book
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Note on the Texts

The texts that have been selected for this volume come from a variety of
sources, as indicated in the contextual essays. In all the texts:

▪ Original italicization and capitalization are reproduced
▪ Bible translations are from the New International Version unless
otherwise indicated

▪ Translations of the Corpus iuris civilis (Digest, Code, Institutions and
Novels) are taken from S. P. Scott, The Civil Law (Cincinnati: Central
Trust Co., 1932).
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