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In a new, accessible narrative, André Wink presents his major reinter-
pretation of the history of India and the Indian Ocean region from the
perspective of world history and geography. Situating the history of
the Indianized territories of South Asia and Southeast Asia within the
wider history of the Islamic world, he argues that the long-term devel-
opment and transformation of Indo-Islamic history is best under-
stood as the outcome of a major shift in the relationship between the
sedentary peasant societies of the river plains, the nomads of the great
Saharasian arid zone, and the seafaring populations of the Indian
Ocean. This revisionist work redraws the Asian past as the outcome
of the fusion of these different types of settled and mobile societies,
placing geography and environment at the center of human history.

André Wink is H. Kern Professor Emeritus of History at the University
of Wisconsin—Madison. He is a leading scholar of Indian and Islamic
history and is the author of numerous books and articles, including
Land and Sovereignry in India: Agrarian Sociery and Politics under the
Eighteenth-century Maratha Svarajya (Cambridge, 1986), Al-Hind: The
Making of the Indo-Islamic World, 5 vols. (Leiden, 1990, 1997, 2004;
vols. IV and V forthcoming), and Akbar (Oxford, 2009).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108417747
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-41774-7 — The Making of the Indo-Islamic World
André Wink

Frontmatter

More Information

INDIAN
GCEAN.

\L

S==The Indo-IslamicWorld — — . _ _ -~
(c. 1700 AD)

Map of the Indo-Islamic world, c. 1700 CE. Meghan Kelly, University o
Cartography Laboratory.
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Preface

My intention with this book is to make the results of my previous and
ongoing research more easily accessible to both specialists and a larger
audience — all those interested in the fields of world history, Islamic
history, South Asian and Southeast Asian history, and Central Asian
and Mongol history, as well as European medieval and ancient history.
This is a work of synthesis and interpretation, short on footnotes. For
a more detailed treatment of all issues covered here and extensive foot-
notes, acknowledgments, and bibliographies, I refer the reader to my
Al-Hind, both the three volumes already published and the two final
ones that will deal with the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries and are
now in the process of being completed.! The challenge has always been
to strike a compromise between clarity and complexity, not to write a
comprehensive work of history. I would like to acknowledge with grati-
tude the research funds that were put at my disposal during 2017 and
2018 by the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation and the History
Department at the University of Wisconsin—Madison.
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