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A Silver River in a Silver World

Drawing on a wide and rich array of sources, this book explores the

nature and extent of Dutch trade and commerce in the Río de la Plata

during three decades of the least-studied century (1650–1750) of

Spain’s rule in the Americas. In doing so, it raises important questions

about trade in colonial South America and how it was impacted by the

Dutch. It suggests that these transactions were carried out within the

confines of the law, contradicting common beliefs among scholars that

this trading was not regulated. This book contributes to a growing

literature on contraband trade, administration, networks, and corrup-

tion while challenging narratives of exclusively Spanish influence on the

Americas.

  is Associate Professor of History at the University of

Missouri, Kansas City.
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Based on a map by Alberto Yansen in the Archives
Nationales d’Outre-Mer

Not to scale – the distance between Buenos Aires
and the San Gabriel Islands is approximately
48 kilometers (30 miles)
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