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INNOVATING CLIMATE GOVERNANCE

After the perceived failure of global approaches to tackling climate change,
enthusiasm for local climate initiatives has blossomed worldwide, suggesting a
more experimental approach to climate governance. Innovating Climate Govern-
ance: Moving Beyond Experiments looks critically at climate governance experi-
mentation, focusing on how experimental outcomes become embedded in
practices, rules and norms. Policy which encourages local action on climate
change rather than global burden sharing suggests a radically different approach
to tackling climate issues. This volume reflects on what climate governance
experiments achieve, as well as what happens after and beyond these experiments.
A bottom-up, polycentric approach is analysed, exploring the outcomes of climate
experiments and how they can have broader, transformative effects in society.
Contributions offer a wide range of approaches and cover more than fifty empirical
cases internationally, making this an ideal resource for academics and practitioners
involved in studying, developing and evaluating climate governance.

BRUNO TURNHEIM is Research Associate at the Department of Geography at
King’s College London, Research Fellow with the Manchester Institute of Innov-
ation Research (MIoIR) at the University of Manchester and Associate Fellow with
the Science Policy Research Unit (SPRU) at the University of Sussex. The
overriding theme of his research concerns the role of innovation and transformative
change for sustainability. His current research focuses on the governance of
sustainability transitions, conceptual and methodological integration of research
approaches to sustainability transitions, the role of local experimentation for
transformative change, the diffusion of system innovation and the destabilisation
of sociotechnical regimes.

PAULA KIVIMAA is Senior Research Fellow with the Science Policy Research
Unit (SPRU) at the University of Sussex, Senior Researcher with the Finnish
Environment Institute (SYKE), and Docent at Aalto University School of Busi-
ness. Kivimaa, an expert in sustainability transition and innovation studies,
focuses on the interface of policy and innovation. Recently, she has conducted
novel research on policy mixes, intermediaries and experiments in transitions,
covering a range of empirical contexts from transport to bioenergy and energy
efficiency of buildings. Kivimaa frequently engages with policy-oriented audi-
ences, including invited talks at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
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Development (OECD) and the Finnish Ministries of the Environment and of
Transport and Communications.

FRANS BERKHOUT is Executive Dean of the Faculty of Social Science and Public
Policy and Professor of Environment, Society and Climate in the Department of
Geography at King’s College London. His work is concerned with science,
technology, policy and sustainability, with a focus on climate change. He was a
lead author in the fourth (2007) and fifth (2014) assessment reports of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and is Chair of UK Future Earth.
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Preface

This volume is a product of our collaboration within the EU-COST Network on
Innovation in Climate Governance (INOGOYV) that aims to contribute to under-
standing how climate governance can be innovated by exploring the relationships
between sources, patterns and effects of climate policy and governance. The
network brings together a research community which informed and acted as a test
bed for our reflections on the topic of experimentation in climate governance.
A network like INOGOYV is an ideal space for the exploration of new ideas, as it
brings together a group of committed and intellectually diverse experts, generating
opportunities for critical reflection and cross-fertilisation of perspectives.
A workshop organised at the Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) by Mikael
Hildén on experimentation in climate governance in March 2015 convinced us not
only of the richness of scholarship on the topic but also of the need to combine an
emerging understanding of the process of experimentation with an understanding
of the legacy and broader outcomes of experiments: ‘beyond experiments’. How is
it that, despite an explosion in the number of local and non-state experiments with
climate governance, very little is known about how and whether these initiatives
may add up, learn from each other, persist through time, travel or become institu-
tionalised? These are the questions we sought to explore.

This book was further shaped by the Centre for Innovation and Energy Demand
(CIED), which provided an enabling research environment for two of us during the
writing period. In particular, the Centre’s focus on experimentation and accelerated
diffusion allowed us to actively draw on parallels between energy innovation and
climate governance innovation.

With funding from INOGOV and CIED, we followed up with our own work-
shop in Brighton, at the Science Policy Research Unit (SPRU), University of
Sussex, on 25-27 April 2016. The event attracted about twenty scholars from
eight countries to discuss questions related to how experiments in climate govern-
ance can benefit society, particularly in terms of lasting impacts, beyond the

X1
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xii Preface

(spatial and temporal) boundaries for which they have been originally designed.
This volume brings together many of the contributions to this workshop, providing
an overview of the diversity of scholarship on this topic. The level of engagement
of participants during and after the workshop, their commitment to constructive
debate and critical feedback and their willingness to learn from neighbouring fields
made our task as editors very enjoyable. We wish to thank all contributors and
hope to have accurately conveyed the relevance and substance of their ideas in our
introducing and concluding chapters.

We are also very grateful to Andy Jordan and Dave Huitema (Chairs of
INOGOV) for supporting the idea early on and for encouragement and advice,
as well as for contributing a chapter (led by Harro van Asselt) that offers a crucial
overview of the changed opportunities and challenges for climate experimentation
post-Paris Agreement. We wish to thank Johanna Forster (Tyndall Centre, Univer-
sity of East Anglia) for her generous support to enabling our workshop. We are
indebted to Benjamin Sovacool (SPRU) for continued advice and for hosting us
in Brighton.

This project would not have been feasible without the financial support from
INOGOV (COST funded Action No. IS1309) and the Centre for Innovation and
Energy Demand (CIED) funded by the RCUK EUED Programme (grant EP/
KO11790/1). The work has also been supported by funding from the Strategic
Research Council at the Academy of Finland (decision number 293405) and from
the green.eu project (building the inno4sd network), which has received funding
from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme
under grant agreement No. 641974.
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