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Arabic linguistics encompasses a range of language forms and functions from

formal to informal, classical to contemporary, written to spoken, all of which

have vastly different research traditions. Recently, however, the increasing

prominence of newmethodologies such as corpus linguistics and sociolinguis-

tics have allowed Arabic linguistics to be studied from multiple perspectives,

revealing key discoveries about the nature of Arabic-in-use and deeper knowl-

edge of traditional fields of study. With contributions from internationally

renowned experts on the language, this handbook provides a state-of-the-art

overview of both traditional and modern topics in Arabic linguistics. Chapters

are divided into six thematic areas: applied Arabic linguistics, variation and

sociolinguistics, theoretical studies, computational and corpus linguistics,

new media studies, and Arabic linguistics in literature and translation. It is

an essential resource for students and researchers wishing to explore the

exciting and rapidly moving field of Arabic linguistics.
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Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies at Georgetown University. In 2008,
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Georgetown Faculty of Languages and Linguistics. Recent publications include

Arabic: A Linguistic Introduction (Cambridge University Press, 2014).

DAV ID WILMSEN is Professor and Head of the Department of Arabic and

Translation Studies at the American University of Sharjah. He has lived thirty

years in the Arabophone world, studying the local dialects of the regions in

which he has lived, publishing numerous studies in Arabic dialectology, and

teaching in and administering translation and Arabic-as-foreign-language

study-abroad programmes.
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cambridge handbooks in language and linguistics

Genuinely broad in scope, each handbook in this series provides a complete

state-of-the-field overview of a major sub-discipline within language study and
research. Grouped into broad thematic areas, the chapters in each volume
encompass the most important issues and topics within each subject, offering
a coherent picture of the latest theories and findings. Together, the volumes

will build into an integrated overview of the discipline in its entirety.
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Abbreviations

A ʿāmmayyah

ACTFL American Council on Teaching of Foreign Languages

ACC accusative

ACT active

Adj adjective

AFL Arabic as a foreign language

AM autosegmental-metrical

AP active participle

Asp aspect

APS argument from poverty of stimulus

CA Classical Arabic

CEA Cairene Egyptian Arabic / Colloquial Egyptian Arabic

CEFR Common European Framework for Foreign Languages

CF classical fus
˙
h
˙
ā

CD coreferential dative

CL computational linguistics

CONJ conjunction

COMP complementizer

CONT continuous

CoP communities of practice

DAT dative

DEF definite

DEM demonstrative

DET determiner

DO direct object

DOM differential object marking

DP determiner phrase

DST deictic shift theory

DU dual

EA Egyptian Arabic

EALL Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics
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EIT elicited information test

ELA elative

ELRA European Language Resources Association

EV epenthetic vowel

ESA Educated Spoken Arabic

EXCLAM exclamation

EX I ST existential

F0 fundamental frequency

F/f fus
˙
h
˙
ā / feminine

FCA first conjunct agreement

FIGS French, Italian, German, Spanish

FSA Formal Spoken Arabic

FUT futurity; future

GB Government and Binding

GEN genitive

H high

HAB habitual

IMP imperative

IND indicative

INDF indefinite

IO indirect object

IP intonation phrase

I P FV imperfective

JU S jussive

L low

L1 first language

L2 second language

LA Lebanese Arabic / Literary Arabic

LDC Linguistic Data Consortium

M/m masculine

MA Moroccan Arabic

MENA Middle East and North Africa

MF modern fus
˙
h
˙
ā

ML machine learning

MSA Modern Standard Arabic

NEG negator/negative

NLP natural language processing

NNS non-native speaker

NOM nominative

NP noun phrase

NPI negative polarity item

NS native speaker

NUM number

OA old Arabic

Obj object

OBL oblique case
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OPI oral proficiency interview

P&P principles and parameters

PA Palestinian Arabic

PFV perfective

PL plural

POS part of speech

POSS possessive

PP prepositional phrase

PPT passive participle

PREP preposition

PRES present (tense)

PRO pronoun

PROG progressive

PROH prohibitive

PTCP participle

PTV partitive

PWd prosodic word

Q interrogative

QNT quantifier

RA regional Arabic

REL relative pronoun

SA Standard Arabic

SB JV subjunctive

SEQ sequential

SG singular

SLA second language acquisition

SLI Specific Language Impairment

SLP speech-language pathology

SPEC specific

ST source text

Subj subject

SV subject/verb (word order)

SVAA subject-verb agreement asymmetry

SVO subject-verb-object

T tense

TAFL teaching Arabic as a foreign language

TT target text

UG Universal Grammar

VOC vocative

VP verb phrase

VS verb-subject (word order)

VSO verb-subject-object

WALS World Atlas of Language Structures

1 1st person

2 2nd person

3 3rd person

xx List of Abbreviations
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