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Globalising processes are gathering increased attention for complicating
the nature of political boundaries, authority and sovereignty. Recent
examples of global financial and political turmoil have also created
a sense of unease about the durability of the modern international
order and the ability of our existing theoretical frameworks to explain
system dynamics. In light of the inadequacies of traditional International
Relations (IR) theories in explaining the contemporary global context,
a growing range of scholars have been seeking to make sense of world
politics through an analytical focus on hierarchies instead. Until now,
the explanatory potential of such research agendas and their implica-
tions for the discipline went unrecognised, partly due to the fragmented
nature of the IR field. To address this gap, this ground-breaking book
brings leading IR scholars together in a conversation on hierarchy and
thus moves the discipline in a direction better equipped to deal with the
challenges of the twenty-first century.

Ayse Zarakol is a University Lecturer in International Relations at the
University of Cambridge and a Fellow at Emmanuel College. She is
the author of After Defear: How the East Learned to Live with the West
(Cambridge, 2011).
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This book is the product of many conversations among IR scholars who
have not (entirely) given up the dream of overcoming the fragmentation
of the discipline. It is our hope that thinking about hierarchies in world
politics opens up underexplored avenues of research and thus helps bring
the discipline into the twenty-first century. Reorienting the IR conversa-
tion to the concept of hierarchy also links previously disconnected clusters
of scholarship around common questions, as opposed to various ‘-isms’.
What first had started out as an ISA working group around this idea led to
two more workshops. I would like to thank the International Studies
Association (ISA), the Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation,
the Jacobs Chair of Social Sciences at the University of California San
Diego (UCSD), the Cambridge Humanities Grant Scheme and the
Department of Politics and International Studies at the University of
Cambridge for funding and hosting these meetings.

There were also individuals without whose generous intellectual and
logistical support the project would never have survived: Michael Barnett,
David Lake and Jack Donnelly. Michael Barnett is in many ways the
godfather of this collaboration: it was on his suggestion that the first
working group on hierarchies was organised. He continued to play a key
role with his guidance. David Lake almost singlehandedly made the
project possible by first agreeing to attend the first ISA working group
and then funding the first workshop in UCSD. His willingness to ser-
iously engage with all kinds of IR scholarship and his generous mentor-
ship of young scholars make him truly a role model for our discipline. Jack
Donnelly is the contributor every collaboration of this sort needs: he kept
all of us alert with his interlocutions and thus took some of the editing
burden off my shoulders. Every chapter in the book is better as a result of
his feedback. I am also grateful to the other contributors in the book for
their dedication to the project over the years: Rebecca Adler-Nissen, Alex
Cooley, Andrew Phillips, Vincent Pouliot, Laura Sjoberg, J. C. Sharman,
Sarah Stroup, Shogo Suzuki and Wendy Wong. It truly was a privilege to
work with such a group of scholars at the top of their game, who not only
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contributed some of the best examples of their research to this book but
also helped improve the other contributions through substantive engage-
ment with each other’s approaches.

Many others have been involved in previous stages even though their
work is not represented in this book: Anna Agathangelou, Tarak Barkawi,
Charlotte Epstein, Evelyn Goh, Jonathan Havercroft, Kristen Hopewell,
Naeem Inayatullah, Mark Laffey, Jenny Lobasz, Xavier Mathieu, David
McCourt, Dan Nexon, Ben O’Loughlin, Alex Prichard, Bahar Rumelili,
Mark Salter, Ann Towns, Karyn Wang and Yuan-Kang Wang.
The project has benefitted greatly from their contributions to the con-
versation. The same applies especially to Janice Bially Mattern. But for
her involvement, the hierarchies project would not have even started.
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