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       THE REFORMATION OF THE DECALOGUE 

  h e Reformation of the Decalogue  tells two important but previously 
untold stories: of how the English Reformation transformed the 
meaning of the Ten Commandments, and of the ways in which the 
Ten Commandments helped to shape the English Reformation itself. 
Adopting a thematic structure it contributes new insights to the his-
tory of the English Reformation, covering topics such as monarchy 
and law, sin and salvation, and puritanism and popular religion. 
It includes, for the i rst time, a comprehensive analysis of surviv-
ing Elizabethan and early Stuart ‘commandment boards’ in parish 
churches, and presents a series of ten case-studies on the command-
ments themselves, exploring their shifting meanings and signii cance 
in the hands of Protestant reformers. Willis combines history, the-
ology, art history and musicology, alongside literary and cultural 
studies, to explore this surprisingly neglected but signii cant topic 
in a work that rei nes our understanding of British history from the 
1480s to 1625. 

 Jonathan Willis is a reformation historian and Senior Lecturer in 
Early Modern History at the University of Birmingham. He is author 
of  Church Music and Protestantism in Post-Reformation England  
(2010); editor of  Sin and Salvation in Reformation England  (2015); and 
co-editor of  Dying, Death, Burial and Commemoration in Reformation 
Europe  (2015) and  Understanding Early Modern Primary Sources  
(2016). He is also director of the University of Birmingham’s Centre 
for Reformation and Early Modern Studies.   
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 Biblical quotations are taken from the Authorised (King James) Version, 
unless otherwise stated. 

 Early modern printed books are listed in the footnotes without their 
 Short Title Catalogue  references, except for clarity in instances where multi-
ple editions of the same text are being discussed. STC and Wing numbers 
of all printed texts are given in the bibliography.   
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