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RECLAIMING EVERYDAY PEACE

Bringing armed conflicts to an end is difficult; restoring a lasting peace can be consider-
ably harder. Reclaiming Everyday Peace addresses the effectiveness and impact of local
level interventions on communities affected by war. Using an innovative methodology
to generate participatory numbers, Pamina Firchow finds that communities saturated
with external interventions after war do not have substantively higher levels of peaceful-
ness according to community-defined indicators of peace than those with lower levels
of interventions. These findings suggest that current international peacebuilding efforts
are not very effective at achieving peace by local standards because disproportionate
attention is paid to reconstruction, governance and development assistance with little
attention paid to community ties and healing. Firchow argues that a more bottom-up
approach to measuring the effectiveness of peacebuilding is required. By finding ways
to effectively communicate local community needs and priorities to the international
community, efforts to create an atmosphere for an enduring peace are possible.

Pamina Firchow is Assistant Professor of Conflict Analysis and Resolution at George
Mason University. She has published widely on the effectiveness of international aid
after conflict. Specifically, she studies the international accompaniment of communities
affected by mass violence, primarily in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America. Professor
Firchow has received support for her research from the United States Institute of Peace,
the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Rotary Foundation, the Kellogg Institute
for International Studies and the University of Geneva. She has been working in the
peacebuilding sector as a scholar—practitioner for non-governmental organizations and
universities since 1999.
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To the memory of my father, Peter Edgerly Firchow
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This book tackles two important questions encountered by the international com-
munity in conflict-affected contexts: How do we know what interventions work best
for sustainable peace at a local level? And, how can we measure effectively in a way
that reflects the priorities and needs of the population we strive to serve? These are
questions that have fascinated me since I began my career in peacebuilding almost
twenty years ago, and they are in large part what led me to become a scholar, in the
hope that I might contribute to the collective effort of answering them. In this book,
[ present a different approach to measurement that addresses many of the concerns
elaborated upon by peacebuilding scholars and practitioners. I use the everyday
indicators to answer questions about local level peacebuilding effectiveness and
demonstrate how we need to change our thinking and doing to reorient ourselves
to a more participatory and inclusive approach. I demonstrate how this is possible
using both qualitative and quantitative data.

[ have several goals for this book. First, I hope that this introduction and demon-
stration of the everyday indicator approach helps to address some of the concerns
and further the debates about the reliability of measurement equivalence across
contexts and experiences. Valid measurement is mostly about ensuring that what
you are measuring means the same thing to everyone who is being measured. That
means ensuring the concepts you use are adequately defined for everyone. I hope
to contribute, in whatever small way, to these important discussions about the role
of concepts in measurement. It is said that statistics are like sausages: the more you
know about them the less appetizing they are. My hope is that with this book, and
the everyday indicator approach presented in it, the potential and possibility for the
measurement of difficult-to-define concepts such as peace will become a little more
appealing and, ultimately, more valid.
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