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Preface

This monograph is devoted to the role that attributive modification plays
in language. →e explore cross-linguistic variation in modification construc-
tions, paying particular attention to constructions in which a noun modifies
another noun. →e also propose an explicit formal framework that models
cross-linguistic and cross-constructional variation and allows us to map word
structure to syntactic structure.

A crucial role will be played by a phenomenon we refer to as the
noun–adjective hybrid. This is an adjective which has been derived from
a noun but which systematically retains certain of its nominal properties,
most saliently its ability to take a determiner and/or attributive modifier
as though it were still a noun. Such constructions, while not common,
are widespread across the world’s languages. They constitute a relatively
unexplored species of ‘mixed category’. Our monograph shows that they raise
important questions about a number of issues: the nature of lexemic identity,
that is, how we know when two expressions are either forms of one and
the same lexeme or forms of two distinct lexemes; the inflection–derivation
divide; the question of so-called Lexical Integrity, and more generally, the
relationship between word structure (morphological structure) and phrase
structure (syntax) and how that interface can best be modelled. Ultimately,
however, at the heart of our exploration is a very traditional question: what
properties define the grammatical classes to which the words of a language
belong?

In the long gestation period of this book we have presented our thoughts on
noun-adjective hybrids and related topics at a number of forums: International
Conference on Adjectives, Lille, 2007; Association of Linguistic Typology,
Paris, 2007; Linguistics Association of Great Britain, Kings College London,
September, 2007, and University College London, 2014; →orkshop on Seman-
tic Features in Derivational Morphology, University of Stuttgart, 2008; →ork-
shop on Creating an Infrastructure for Canonical Typology, Surrey Morphology
Group, University of Surrey, 2009; CoBaLiSE meeting, University of Essex,

xv
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xvi Preface

2009; →orkshop on Constraint-based grammar, Laboratoire de Linguistique
Formelle, Université de Paris ↑II, 2009; Talk delivered to the School of
Oriental and African Studies, 2010; Conference on Syntactic Government and
Subcategorization, University of Cambridge, 2011; Talk delivered to the 9th
Mediterranean Morphology Meeting, Dubrovnik, 2013.
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