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JEWISH THEOLOGY

The Cambridge Companion to Jewish Theology offers an overview of
Jewish theology, an aspect of Judaism that is equal in importance to law
and ethics. Covering the period from antiquity to the present, the
volume focuses on what Jews believe about God and also about the

relation of God to humans and the world. Parts I and II cover exciting
new research in Jewish biblical and rabbinic theology, medieval
philosophy, Kabbalah (mysticism), and liturgy. Parts III and IV turn to

modern theology with an exploration of works by leading figures, such
as Rabbi Abraham I. Kook, Franz Rosenzweig, and Emmanuel Levinas,
as well as the relation of theology to issues such as feminism and the

Holocaust, and the relation of Judaism to other world religions. In Part
V, the book explores how the insights of analytic philosophy have been
integrated with Jewish theology.

steven kepnes is Professor of Religion and Jewish Studies at Colgate
University. He is the author of The Future of Jewish Theology and

Jewish Liturgical Reasoning (2007).
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This is a series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and
religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters by

international scholars, which provide an accessible and stimulating
introduction to the subject for new readers and nonspecialists.
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The topic of God and theology is infinite so that any attempt at

summary is bound to fail. This is an admittedly limited and even

idiosyncratic attempt at a one-volume introduction that will hopefully

inspire other future work on this very important and somewhat neg-

lected subject in Jewish studies. Most authors follow tradition and

Hebrew grammar in referring to God as “He” although this should not

be taken as advocating the maleness of YHWH who, philosophically,
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