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OUTSIDER DESIGNATIONS AND BOUNDARY
CONSTRUCTION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

What terms did early Christians use for outsiders? How did they refer to

non-members? In this book-length investigation of these questions,

Paul Trebilco explores the outsider designations that the early Chris-

tians used in the New Testament. They include a range of terms, such

as unbelievers, ‘outsiders’, sinners, Gentiles and Jews, among others.

Drawing on insights from social identity theory, sociolinguistics, and

the sociology of deviance, he investigates the usage and development of

these terms across the New Testament and examines how these out-

sider designations function in boundary construction across several

texts. Trebilco’s analysis leads to new conclusions about the identity

and character of the early Christian movement, the range of relations

between early Christians and outsiders, and the theology of particular

New Testament authors.

Paul R. Trebilco is Professor in the Department of Theology and

Religion at the University of Otago. He is the author of five books on

topics in New Testament and Early Christian studies, most recently

Self-Designations and Group Identity in the New Testament.

www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40814-1 — Outsider Designations and Boundary Construction in the New Testament
Paul Raymond Trebilco
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

OUTSIDER DESIGNATIONS

AND BOUNDARY

CONSTRUCTION IN THE

NEW TESTAMENT

Early Christian Communities and the
Formation of Group Identity

Paul R. Trebilco
University of Otago, New Zealand

www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40814-1 — Outsider Designations and Boundary Construction in the New Testament
Paul Raymond Trebilco
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, usa

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org  
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
i: 10.1017/9781108291460

© Paul Raymond Trebilco 2017

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2017
First paperback edition 2021

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

nas: Trebilco, Paul R., author.
i: Outsider designations and boundary construction in the
 New Testament : early Christian communities and the formation of group
 identity / Paul Raymond Trebilco, University of Otago, New Zealand.
sciin: New York : Cambridge University Press, 2017. | Includes bibliographical
 references and indexes.
iniis: ccn 2017026195 | isbn 9781108418799 (hardback : alk. paper)
subcs: cs: Identification (Religion)–Biblical teaching. |
 Communities–Biblical teaching. | Bible. New Testament–Criticism,
 interpretation, etc. | Church history–Primitive and early church, ca. 30-600.
cassiicain: cc bs2545.i33 738 2017 | c 225.6–dc23
 c record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017026195

isbn  978-1-108-41879-9  Hardback
isbn  978-1-108-40814-1  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40814-1 — Outsider Designations and Boundary Construction in the New Testament
Paul Raymond Trebilco
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

For Jimmy and Meta Dunn

www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40814-1 — Outsider Designations and Boundary Construction in the New Testament
Paul Raymond Trebilco
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

Preface page xi

 Introduction 

. The Insider/Outsider Distinction 

. Outsider Designations in New Testament Texts 

. A Brief Review of Previous Work 

. Other Introductory Matters 

. An Outline of This Study 

 Methodology: Insights and Perspectives from

Other Areas of Study 

. Insights from Social Identity Theory 

. Insights from Sociolinguistics: The ‘Social

Dialect’ or ‘Shared Language Repertoire’

of a Group 

. Insights from the Sociology of Deviance 

. Sense and Reference, Denotation and

Connotation 

. Studying Words 

. High and Low Boundary Terms 

. Conclusions 

 The Broad Concept of ‘the Outsiders’ and Its
Lexicalisation Using a Range of Different Terms 

. Introduction 

. An Example of Multiple Designations:

 Cor :– 

. The Use of a Range of Terms as Outsider

Designations in the LXX and in Other Jewish

Literature 

. The Use of a Range of Outsider Designations
That Are Not to Be Markedly Distinguished

from Each Other 

. Conclusions and Implications 

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40814-1 — Outsider Designations and Boundary Construction in the New Testament
Paul Raymond Trebilco
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

 Unbelievers: οἱ ἄπιστοι and Other Terms 

. Introduction 

. Context 

. Paul 

. The Pastoral Epistles 

. The Synoptic Gospels 

. John’s Gospel and Epistles 

.  Peter 

. Jude 

. Revelation 

. The Apostolic Fathers 

. Not Believing in . . . ? 

. Conclusions 

 ‘The Outsiders’: οἱ ἔξω, οἱ ἔξωθεν and ἰδιῶται 

. ‘The Outsiders’: οἱ ἔξω and οἱ ἔξωθεν 

. The Context 

. Paul 

. Mark 

. οἱ ἔξωθεν in  Tim : 

. ‘Outsiders’ and the Family 

. Conclusions: οἱ ἔξω 

. ‘The Untrained Outsiders’: ἰδιῶται 

. Overall Conclusions 

 The Sinners: οἱ ἁμαρτωλοί 

. Introduction 

. Context 

. The Synoptic Gospels 

. Paul 

. The Pastorals 

. Hebrews 

. James 

.  Peter 

. Jude 

. John’s Gospel 

. Conclusions 

 The Gentiles: τὰ ἔθνη 

. Introduction 

. Context 

. Paul 

.  Peter 

. The Synoptic Gospels and Acts 

. John’s Gospel and Letters 

. Revelation 

. Conclusion 

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40814-1 — Outsider Designations and Boundary Construction in the New Testament
Paul Raymond Trebilco
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

 The Jews: οἱ Ἰουδαῖοι 

. Introduction 

. Meaning and Context of Use 

. The Synoptic Gospels 

. Paul 

. Acts 

. John’s Gospel 

. Revelation 

. Conclusions 

 The Functions of Outsider Designations in

 Corinthians, Romans and  Thessalonians 

. Introduction 

. Outsider Designations in  Corinthians 

. Outsider Designations in Romans 

. Outsider Designations in  Thessalonians 

. Conclusions 

 The Functions of Outsider Designations in the

Pastoral Epistles and  Peter 

. Introduction 

. Outsider Designations in the Pastorals 

. Outsider Designations in  Peter 

. Overall Conclusions 

 Conclusions 

. The Use of Outsider Designations 

. Wider Conclusions 

Bibliography 

Author Index 

Subject Index 

Index of Texts 

Contents ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108408141
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40814-1 — Outsider Designations and Boundary Construction in the New Testament
Paul Raymond Trebilco
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Preface

Originally, my book Self-Designations and Group Identity in the New

Testament (Cambridge University Press, ) was to have had a chap-

ter on designations used by the early Christians for outsiders. However,

it became apparent that that book was quite long enough and that

outsider designations deserved a much longer treatment, which is

offered here.

I have given papers associated with this project at Society for New

Testament Studies Conferences in Perth and Amsterdam and at sem-

inars or conferences at Macquarie University, Leipzig University, the

Chinese University of Hong Kong, King’s College, London, the Univer-

sity of Cambridge, and the University of Durham. I am very grateful for

the interaction and helpful discussions with colleagues on each of these

occasions.

A huge ‘thank you’ to my former student, Dr Sean du Toit, who read

through the manuscript with the utmost care and made lots of very

helpful suggestions. My sincere thanks also to Beatrice Rehl at Cam-

bridge University Press for accepting this book for publication and to

Jonathon Lookadoo for doing the indexes. I am enormously grateful to

my wife, Gill, for her patience and support as I have worked away on this

project.

This book is dedicated to Professor James Dunn and to Mrs Meta

Dunn. I first met Jimmy and Meta in , when we arrived at the

University of Durham to begin my doctoral studies. Jimmy was a most

wonderful supervisor, and then became a treasured friend. Both Jimmy

and Meta have been amazingly supportive to our whole family, and we

will always be grateful to them for their friendship and support. This

book is dedicated to them both as a token of our gratitude.
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