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nying compositional formal semantics. EunHee Lee’s detailed chapters cover 

the core architecture and phenomena of Korean, looking at the lexical layer, 

the functional layer, nominal structure, movements, and complex clauses. A 

broad range of empirically and theoretically important phenomena are dis-

cussed, enabling students and professional linguists alike to understand the 

workings of the language in current theoretical frameworks. The book also 

includes discussion questions, exercises, and lists of further reading to solidify 

the theoretical concepts, stimulate thinking, and develop the ability to analyze 

Korean using theoretical tools.

eunhee lee is an associate professor in the Department of Linguistics at 

University at Buffalo, The State University of New York. Her main research 

areas are semantics and Korean linguistics. She is (co-)author of two books: 

Korean Tense and Aspect in Narrative Discourse (2012) and Introduction to 

Korean Linguistics (2016).

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Korean Syntax and Semantics

EunHee Lee

University at Buffalo, SUNY

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org  

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108404686

DOI: 10.1017/9781108265041

© EunHee Lee 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2019

First paperback edition 2021

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN  978-1-108-41719-8  Hardback

ISBN  978-1-108-40468-6  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  

accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  

or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

v

Contents

List of Abbreviations page ix

Romanization xi

 1 Introduction 1
1.1 Minimalist Syntax 2

 1.1.1 Background 2

 1.1.2 Sentence and Grammaticality 3

 1.1.3 Features and Interface Rules 4

 1.1.4 First Merge: Complements 5

 1.1.5 Thematic Roles and C-Selection 6

 1.1.6 Second Merge: Specifiers 7

 1.1.7 Constituents and C-Command 8

 1.1.8 Adjunction 9

 1.1.9 Functional Projections 10

 1.1.10 Move 11

 1.1.11 Phase 12

 1.1.12 Summary 13

 1.2 Formal Semantics 14

 1.2.1 Truth Conditions 14

 1.2.2 The Principle of Compositionality 14

 1.2.3 Sets and Functions 15

 1.2.4 Interpretation of Intransitive Sentences 17

 1.2.5 Interpretation of Transitive Sentences 19

 1.2.6 Theory of Types 20

 1.2.7 Model Theory 21

 1.2.8 Quantifiers 22

 1.2.9 Lambda (λ) Notation 24

 1.2.10 Logical Connectives 26

 1.2.11 Inferences 29

 1.2.12 Summary 31

 1.3 Major Characteristics of Korean 32

 1.3.1 Parameter Setting 32

 1.3.2 Morphology and Word Order 33

 1.3.3 Syntactic and Semantic Features 34

 1.3.4 Syntactic Operations 36

 1.3.5 Summary 36

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

vi Contents

 1.4 Roadmap 37

  Keyword Glossary 38

  Discussion Questions 46

  Exercises 47

  Further Reading 51

 2 Predicate and Arguments 53
 2.1 Valency and Thematic Roles 53

 2.1.1 Valency 53

 2.1.2 Thematic Roles 54

 2.1.3 Uniformity of the Theta Assignment Hypothesis (UTAH) 56

 2.1.4 Caveat for UTAH 57

 2.1.5 Case and Agreement 58

 2.2 Situation Type I: Causal Action 60

 2.2.1 Transitive Verbs 60

 2.2.2 Unergative Verbs 62

 2.2.3 Ditransitive Verbs and Lexical Causatives 65

 2.2.4 vP-Shell Analysis of Ditransitives and Causatives 66

 2.2.5 Summary 69

 2.3 Situation Type II: Happening 69

 2.3.1 Unaccusative Verbs 69

 2.3.2 Lexical Passives 71

 2.3.3 Summary 72

 2.4 Situation Type III: State 73

 2.4.1 Psych-Verbs and Existence/Possession Verbs 73

 2.4.2 Stative Verbs and the Copula 77

 2.4.3 Summary 78

 2.5 Situation Type Shifters and Modifiers 79

 2.5.1 Aspectual Operators 79

 2.5.2 Other Suffixal Complementations 82

 2.5.3 Negation 84

 2.5.4 Adverbs 85

 2.5.5 Summary 86

  Keyword Glossary 86

  Discussion Questions 89

  Exercises 90

  Further Reading 92

 3 The Finite Clause 94
 3.1 Tense Phrase 94

 3.1.1 Functional Projection of TP and Tense Logic 94

 3.1.2 Past vs. Non-Past 96

 3.1.3 Double Past 100

 3.2 Mood Phrase (MP) 102

 3.2.1 Functional Projection of MP 102

 3.2.2 Modal Logic and Possible Worlds Semantics 103

 3.2.3 The Meaning of keyss 107

 3.3 Evidentiality 109

 3.3.1 The Functional Projection of EviP 109

 3.3.2 The Meaning of te 110

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents vii

 3.4 Speech Act Phrase (SAP) 116

 3.4.1 Indicative Speech Act 118

 3.4.2 Interrogative Speech Act 119

 3.4.3 Jussives 121

 3.4.4 Exclamative and Suspective 124

 3.4.5 Register and Honorification 125

 3.5 Summary 127

  Keyword Glossary 128

  Discussion Questions 131

  Exercises 132

  Further Reading 133

 4 Nominal Arguments 135
 4.1 Common Nouns 135

 4.1.1 The DP Hypothesis 135

 4.1.2 Genitive Case Marker 136

 4.1.3 Bare Common Nouns 139

 4.1.4 Definite and Indefinite Nouns 142

 4.1.5 Plurals and Mass Nouns 143

 4.2 Quantification 148

 4.2.1 Numeral Classifier Construction 148

 4.2.2 Floating Quantifiers 148

 4.2.3 Quantifier Scope 153

 4.3 Pronouns 155

 4.3.1 Zero Pronouns 155

 4.3.2 Reflexive Pronouns 160

 4.4 Case Stacking and Ellipsis 165

 4.4.1 Case Markers as Discourse Markers 165

 4.4.2 Case Stacking 168

 4.4.3 Case Ellipsis 172

 4.5 Summary 176

  Keyword Glossary 177

  Discussion Questions 181

  Exercises 181

  Further Reading 182

 5 Internal Merge 184
 5.1 Fundamental Questions 185

 5.1.1 Motivations for Internal Merge 185

 5.1.2 Illicit Movements 187

 5.2 Subject and Verb Raising 188

 5.2.1 Subject Raising, EPP, and Sentence Topic 188

 5.2.2 Verb Raising 192

 5.2.3 Passivization 195

 5.3 Wh-Movement 196

 5.3.1 Wh-in-Situ 196

 5.3.2 Island Effects 201

 5.3.3 Intervention Effects 204

 5.4 Scrambling 207

 5.4.1 Base Generation vs. Movement Approach 207

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

viii Contents

 5.4.2 A and A-bar Movements 209

 5.4.3 Restrictions on Scrambling 212

 5.5 Summary 214

  Keyword Glossary 214

  Discussion Questions 217

  Exercises 218

  Further Reading 221

 6 Complex Clauses 223
 6.1 Nominalized Clauses 223

 6.1.1 Relative Clauses 223

 6.1.2 Internally Headed Relative Clauses, Factives, and Perception Clauses 229

 6.1.3 Modal Constructions 232

 6.2 Verbal Complementation 236

 6.2.1 Indirect Speech and Belief Report 236

 6.2.2 Hearsay Construction 240

 6.2.3 Exceptional Case Marking 243

 6.3 Subordination and Coordination 247

 6.3.1 Parallel Relations 248

 6.3.2 Ground–Figure and Contrast 252

 6.3.3 Causality 252

 6.3.4 Conditionals 254

  Keyword Glossary 257

  Discussion Questions 259

  Exercises 259

  Further Reading 261

 7 Conclusion 263
 7.1 Summary 263

 7.2 Korean and Universal Grammar 265

 7.3 Moving Forward 266

References 269

Index 285

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ix

Abbreviations

acc accusative case

bene benefactive

cau causative

cl classifier

com comitative

comp complementizer

cond conditional

conj conjunction

cont contrastive

cop copula

dat dative

dec declarative

def deferential

dir direction

disj disjunction

dpast double past

evi evidential

excl exclamation

exh exhortative

foc focus

fut future

gen genitive

hear hearsay

hon honorific

imp imperative

instr instrument

int interrogative

loc locative

mod modality

mood mood

neg negation

nom nominative

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x List of Abbreviations

nomi nominalizer

pass passive

pl plural

pol polite

pres present

prog progressive

prom promissive

prop propositive

quot quotation

rel relative clause

resl resultative

sc small clause

sour source

suspect suspective

top topic

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-40468-6 — Korean Syntax and Semantics
EunHee Lee
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xi

Romanization

Vowels and Diphthongs Yale Romanization Consonants Yale Romanization

ᅡ a

ᅢ ay

ᅣ ya

ᅤ yay

ᅥ e

ᅦ ey

ᅧ ye

ᅨ yey

ᅩ o

ᅪ wa

ᅫ way

ᅬ oy

ᅭ yo

ᅮ wu

ᅯ we

ᅰ wey

ᅱ wi

ᅲ yu

ᅳ u

ᅴ uy

ᅵ i

ᄀ k

ᄁ kk

ᄂ n

ᄃ t

ᄄ tt

ᄅ l

ᄆ m

ᄇ p

ᄈ pp

ᄉ s

ᄊ ss

ᄋ ng

ᄌ c

ᄍ cc

ᄎ ch

ᄏ kh

ᄐ th

ᄑ ph

ᄒ h

www.cambridge.org/9781108404686
www.cambridge.org

