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Earth Sciences

In the nineteenth century, geology emerged as a distinct academic discipline. It pointed the
way towards the theory of evolution, as scientists including Gideon Mantell, Adam Sedgwick,
Charles Lyell and Roderick Murchison began to use the evidence of minerals, rock formations
and fossils to demonstrate that the earth was older by millions of years than the conventional,
Bible-based wisdom had supposed. They argued convincingly that the climate, flora and fauna
of the distant past could be deduced from geological evidence. Volcanic activity, the formation
of mountains, and the action of glaciers and rivers, tides and ocean currents also became
better understood. This series includes landmark publications by pioneers of the modern earth
sciences, who advanced the scientific understanding of our planet and the processes by which it
is constantly re-shaped.

De corporibus marinis lapidescentibus quz defossa reperiuntur

In 1747 the Roman publisher Venantius Monaldinus produced a Latin edition of two early works
proposing the animal origins of fossils (reproduced here from the 1752 printing). The first,
originally entitled La vana speculazione, first appeared in Italian in 1670. Its author, Agostino
Scilla (1629-1700), was a skilled artist who painted fresco cycles in several churches in his native
Sicily. From examining the fossils found in the strata on either side of the Strait of Messina and
observing sedimentation in rivers, he deduced that not only molluscs but even the mysterious
glossopetrae (actually fossilised sharks’ teeth) were the remains of living organisms. The second
essay, by Fabio Colonna (1567-1640), a Neapolitan botanist who corresponded with Galileo,
appeared in 1616 as part of a longer Latin treatise, and also argues for the organic origins of
glossopetrae. The book is illustrated by engravings of fossil and living marine animals.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from
its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and
students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge
Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other
partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University
Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around
the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including
out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in
the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108084833
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This edition first published 1752
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-08483-3 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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CORPORIBUS MARINIS
LAPIDESCENTIBUS

QU.Z DEFOSSA REPERIUNTUR
AUCTORE AUGUSTINO SCILLA

ADDITA DISSERTATIONE
FABII C OULUMN Z&E

DE GLOSSOPETRIS

EDITIO ALTERA EMENDATIOR.

ROMZ, MDCCLII
Sumptibus Venantii Monaldini Bibliopolz in via Curfus.

EX TYPOGRAPHIA LINGUARUM ORIENTALIUM
ANGELI Rorirviiys ET PHILIirPI BACCHELLI
IN EZpisus MAXIMORUM.
SPPERIORY M PERMISSY.
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VII

INTERPRES LECTORI
SALUTEM.

Oltis ab binc annis Auguftinus Scilla Sicy-

lus s pingendi arte illyStris, & rerum an-

tiqguarum investigatione multo illuitrior ,

hanc epiffolam italica lingua confcripfit, az-

gue in lucem edidit Neapoli per Andream Colicchiam ,
anno [Cilicet 16770. eamgue D. Marchioni Carolo Grego-
rio de Podio Gregorio equiti Stelle dicavir . Epiffole
wvero bhunc titulum s ut ea ferebant tempora s in fronte
prefixit: La vana {peculazione difingannata dal {en-
fo. Hec cadem in latinum [ermonem <verfa iterum in
prefentia fir publici furis . In ea wverrenda munere
funttus fidi interpretis minime cuyravi <verbum <verbo
reddere 5 fed illa omnias que ad officia s < ad obfe-
quiis amoris & humanitatis fignificationem persinebant
pretermiff s quum iis tota nimium Jforeaffe bac fcate-
ret epiffola 5 werum ea [elegi s que ad naturalem bi-
floriam pertinebant 5 ne eruditum 5 & ad folidam do-
{Erinam properantem s meris diftinerem wverbis. E ci-
vitate Meffana feripfit Scilla hanc epiftolam ad quem-
dam Dolorem 5 quo fdmi/iaritcr yrebarur , quique Me-
lite commorabatur y nomen autem cjus honoris gratia
recicyit 5 guum ab ejus fententia , gue a doflis omni-
bus 5 bis prefertim temporibus s uri abfona rejicitur
longe differ, imo eam ffrenne oppugnery ira ue Ji eum
nominaffet s vifum quodammodo effer de amici infcitia
trinmphum agere voluiffe . Ad banc maxime [criptio-
nem
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VIII
nen calearia Scille addidit Paulus Bocconius Cofmi 111.
M. D. Etrurie Boranicus s & rerum naturalium [cru-
tator fagaciffimus s ac editis operibus percelebris. Ma.
gnis [ane landibus excepta et hac opella, & f[emper
apud doftos in pretio fuit s cum ob relte philofophan-
di rationem , & ob [ententiz firmitatem veritat: con-
fonam s tum ob imagines rerum naruralium 5 de qui-
bus traltar aullor in hkoc libro, que graphice admo-
dum O [umma diligentia delineate [unts & non minus
eleganter & [cite ari incife s guibus iifdem omnino uft
fumus in bac interprerationis editione . Plyrimi quo-
que facienda est Differratio Fabii Columna Lincei o
guam ad calcem bujus libelli adjecimus, quippe que in
ecodem argumento <verfatur; nam gualis vir fuerit Co-
{umna norum eSt lippis arque ronforibus, fed magis
etiam elucet ex iis s que erudituss ac plane doltus
Johannes Bianchius Ariminenfis [cripfit in difertiffi-
mis lucubrationibus, quas ad ejufdem Columne ®YTO-
BAZANON atljecic . ltaque hanc Differtationem , quum
admodum rara s O inventu difficilis jam evaferit
opere pretiym duxis iterum typis mandare. Vale .

DE
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