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The large-scale scientific investigation of Egyptian antiquities by Western scholars
began as an unintended consequence of Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt during
which, in 1799, the Rosetta Stone was discovered. The military expedition was
accompanied by French scholars, whose reports prompted a wave of enthusiasm
that swept across Europe and North America resulting in the Egyptian Revival
style in art and architecture. Increasing numbers of tourists visited Egypt,
eager to see the marvels being revealed by archaeological excavation. Writers
and booksellers responded to this growing interest with publications ranging
from technical site reports to tourist guidebooks and from children’s histories
to theories identifying the pyramids as repositories of esoteric knowledge.
This series reissues a wide selection of such books. They reveal the gradual
change from the ‘tomb-robbing” approach of early excavators to the highly
organised and systematic approach of Flinders Petrie, the father of Egyptology’,
and include early accounts of the decipherment of the hieroglyphic script.

A History of Egypt under the Pharaohs,
Derived Entirely from the Monuments

The most lasting achievement of the German Egyptologist Heinrich Karl Brugsch
(1827-94) is perhaps his work on the Egyptian demotic script, which had been
relatively neglected since Champollion’s death. This illustrated two-volume history
of Egypt, ‘derived entirely from the monuments, was first published in an English
translation (by H.D. Seymour, from the 1876 first German edition, and edited
by Philip Smith) in 1879. Brugsch brings to bear his wide experience of the
archaeological sites together with his linguistic expertise, and deliberately
eschews later Greek and Roman accounts of Egypt. Volume 2 covers the period
from the Nineteenth Dynasty, the time of the empire’s widest extent under

Seti I and Rameses II, through the later decline and disintegration, with ruling
dynasties from Nubia and Assyria, to the Persian conquest in 525 BCE.

An appendix discusses the biblical account of Exodus in the context of Egyptian
material remains.
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