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Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life sciences
were regarded either as arcane studies which had little impact on ordinary daily
life, or as a genteel hobby for the leisured classes. The increasing academic rigour
and systematisation brought to the study of botany, zoology and other disciplines,
and their adoption in university curricula, are reflected in the books reissued in
this series.

Letters from Alabama

The English naturalist Philip Henry Gosse (1810-88) spent nine months in
1838-9 in a small town in Alabama where he was the teacher at the local
school. His time there was unhappy, because of the widespread abuse of slaves
he witnessed, the support of the institution by his fellow Methodists being
particularly distressing. However, he loved the beauty of his surroundings,
and the abundant wildlife, and in 1859 he published this account in the form
of nineteen letters. Gosse recounts in detail his voyage from Philadelphia to
Mobile, Alabama, and the environment around his new home in the hills,
with vivid descriptions of the plants, animals and insects he observed there.
He rarely mentions slavery specifically, but the arrogance of the masters and
the plight of their ‘possessions’ is a recurring theme in the work. Other books
on natural history by Gosse are also reissued in this series.
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PREFACL.

Trr following pages contain records of
impressions made upon my mind during a
residence of seven or eight months in the
hilly region of the State of Alabama. Itisa
part of the United States visited by compara-
tively few Furopeans; and those who have
ever seen it have almost exclusively confined
their acquaintance with it to the brief glances
obtained from the interior of a stage coach,
or the deck of a river steamer. The aspect of
nature, in particular, presented much that was
novel and beautiful to me, and Induced me to
believe that what had pleased me i the ob-
servation might please others in the recital.

The direction of my thoughts was prin-
cipally towards Natural History; and Ento-
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vi PREFACE.

mology was the particular branch which at
that period I most studied. Hence a large
(perhaps an undue) portion of the remarks
coneerns Insects; and this may perhaps be
the rather tolerated, because less is known
i Furope of American Entomology, than
of other branches of Zoology, which are
popularly studied.

These letters have already appeared in the
form of contributions fo a magazine entitled
“The Home Friend.” They have been re-
vised, and are now reproduced, in the hope
that they may prove a not wholly valueless
contribution to Natural History.

P H. G

ToRpLATY,
July, 1859
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