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Darwin, Evolution and Genetics

More than 150 years after the publication of On the Origin of Species, Darwin’s
‘dangerous idea’ continues to spark impassioned scientific, philosophical and
theological debates. This series includes key texts by precursors of Darwin,
his supporters and detractors, and the generations that followed him. They
reveal how scholars and philosophers approached the evidence in the fossil
record and the zoological and botanical data provided by scientific expeditions
to distant lands, and how these intellectuals grappled with topics such as the
origins of life, the mechanisms that produce variation among life forms, and
heredity, as well as the enormous implications of evolutionary theory for the
understanding of human identity.

Scientific Papers of Asa Gray

Born in the state of New York, Asa Gray (1810-88) abandoned a medical
career to pursue his true interest in botany. He sought the mentorship of the
influential American botanist John Torrey and their collaborative efforts
in classifying North American flora according to biological similarities
paved the way for Gray’s professorship at Harvard University after years of
research. Gray was also one of the few scientists to whom Charles Darwin
revealed his early ideas of evolutionary theory. After Gray’s death, his fellow
botanist Charles Sprague Sargent (1841-1927) compiled the lesser-known
writings of a prolific author whose user-friendly Manual of the Botany of
the Northern United States and other works inspired generations of botany
enthusiasts. The two-volume collection appeared in 1889. Covering the
period from 1841 to 1886, Volume 2 contains essays on botanical topics
and biographical sketches of influential naturalists.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1889
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-08367-6 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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The Riverside Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, U. S. A.
Printed by H. O. Houghton and Company.
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