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The discovery of material remains from the recent or the ancient past has
always been a source of fascination, but the development of archaeology

as an academic discipline which interpreted such finds is relatively recent.
It was the work of Winckelmann at Pompeii in the 1760s which first revealed
the potential of systematic excavation to scholars and the wider public.
Pioneering figures of the nineteenth century such as Schliemann, Layard and
Petrie transformed archaeology from a search for ancient artifacts, by means
as crude as using gunpowder to break into a tomb, to a science which drew
from a wide range of disciplines - ancient languages and literature, geology,
chemistry, social history - to increase our understanding of human life and
society in the remote past.

A History of Babylonia and Assyria

Robert W. Rogers (1864-1930), American professor of biblical exegesis,
became fascinated by the Hebrew language as a boy, when trying to
understand the Book of Job, and subsequently studied ancient languages
and history in Leipzig and Oxford, where he became a friend of A.H. Sayce.
In this two-volume 1901 work, he provides a history of the Mesopotamian
civilisations, but begins with an extensive review of the archaeological
and literary sources of information, beginning with the earliest accounts
of Western travellers. Volume 1 then continues with a discussion of the
environment and resources, the peoples and the chronology of the area,
before beginning a narrative of Babylonian history, which closes with end
of the dynasty of Isin. The work, with its detailed review of and reliance
on original sources, is still valuable as an introduction to a long period

of ancient Middle Eastern history.
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““1 give this faulty book to you,
For tho’ the faults be thick as dust
1n vacant chambers, T can trust
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PREFACE.

Durine the past ten years, when not absorbed in
the duties of a busy professorship, I have given my
time to the preparation of this work. In its inter-
est I have made repeated journeys to Europe, and
also to the East, and the greater part of the text has
been written in the University Library at Leipzig,
the British Museum in London, and the Bodleian
Library in Oxford. In the last named I have had
especial opportunity to investigate the early his-
tory of cuneiform research in the almost unrivaled
collections of early travelers and decipherers.
Large parts of the book have been rewritten twice
or thrice as changes in opinion and the discovery
of fresh monumental material have modified the
views previously entertained. Whatever may be
the judgment of my fellow-investigators in this
difficult field, it will not truthfully be said that I
have not taken pains.

Every part of the two volumes rests upon origi-
nal sources, yet I have tried to consider all that
modern Assyriologists have brought forward in
elucidation of them, and have sought to give due
credit for every explanation which I have ac-
cepted, and to treat with courtesy and respect any
that I have ventured to reject. The progress of
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vi PREFACE.

Assyriology in the past twenty years has been so
rapid that every book on the history of Babylonia
and Assyria published prior to 1880 is hopelessly
antiquated, and many issued much later would
need extensive revision. The work of investiga-
tion has fallen necessarily into the hands of spe-
cialists, and so vast has the field grown that there
are now specialists in even small parts of the sub-
ject. The results of all this detailed research are
scattered in scientific journals and monographs in
almost all the languages of Europe. To sift,
weigh, and decide upon their merits is no easy
task, and I am sadly conscious that it might have
been better done; yet am I persuaded that schol-
ars who know the field intimately will recognize
the difficulties and be most ready to pardon the
shortcomings which each may discover in his own
province.

I have sought to tell the whole story as scholars
now generally understand it, rather being disposed
to yield to the comsensus of opinion, when any
exists, than eager to set forth novel personal
opinions. Yet in parts of the field at least I may
claim to be an independent investigator, and to
have made contributions to the knowledge of the
subject.

In travel and in research in the libraries and
museums of Paris, Berlin, Cairo, Constantinople,
and elsewhere I have received many courtesies
which I should gladly acknowledge here did it
not seem disproportionate to carve great names on
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PREFACE. vii

so small a structure. The obligations to my friend
Professor Sayce are, however, so unusual that they
must be expressed. He has read the entire book
in manuscript, and made many suggestions, some
of which led me to change my view, while others
showed me wherein I had written obscurely or
had failed to defend my position adequately. I
am grateful to him for this new illustration of his
unfailing kindness and generosity to younger men.

I take leave of the book with mingled pleasure
and regret, hoping only that it may prove suffi-
ciently useful to demand and deserve a revision at

no distant day.
ROBERT W. ROGERS.

Mapison, NEw JERSEY,
September 18, 1900.
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