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J O U R N A L

OF A
VOYAGE round the WORLD.

N the beginning of the year 1768, the Britith am-
baflador at Madrid applied to the court of Spain for
the grant of a paffport to a fhip defigned for Cali-

fornia, to obferve the tranfit of Venus, which was pro-
mifed, with a provifion that the aftronomer thould bea
member of the Romifh church, and an Italian gentle-
man was confequently engaged for the undertaking ;
but the paflport when demanded was refufed by the
Spanith miniftry, who alledged that it was repugnant
to the policy of government to admit foreigners into
their American ports, unlefs driven there by neceflity;
but efpecially thofe who by their profeffion would be
fitted to make fuch obfervations as might facilitate the
approaches and defcents of their enemies at any future
war with Great Britain.
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2 A JOURNAL OF A

It was then determined to difpatch the Italian gentle-
man to Hudfon’s Bay, and a fhip of four hundred tons
burthen was purchafed for the voyage by order of the
government. This fhip was ramed the Endeavour, and,
according to the original plan, was t6 have been navigated
by a mafter, a fecond mafter, a mate, two mid thip men,
and thirty feamen, who were engaged for the fervice,
and orders were at the fame time ifflued from the navy-
office to equip her for the undertaking; and early in the
month of May warrants were granted to the firft and
fecond mafters, but recalled the following day, the plan
of her voyage having been altered. Buton the 27th
of the fame month the fhip was again put in com-
miflion,and her compliment augmented to feventy men;
an application was likewife made for a number of ma-
rines, but without fuccefs.

On the 21t of July fhe fell down to Greenwich, and
the next morning to the Galleons, where we received on
board fix guns, being four-pounders, together with
twelve fwivels, and gunner's flores, &c. On the evening
of the 3oth we anchored at Gravefend, and the next
morning proceeded towards the Downs, where we ar-
rived on the 3d of Auguft, and on the fame day failed
for Plymouth, where we came te anchor on the 14th,

and
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VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 3

and were ordered to receive on board twelve marines,
and three additional feamen; which, with Mr. Green
the obferver, and his fervant, together with Mr. Banks
and Dr. Solander, and their attendants, who were con-
fidered as fupernumerarics, encreafed our number to
ninety-fix fouls, We likewife received four additional
carriage-guns, and, having made feveral beneficial alter-
ations, were on the 2oth of the fame month ready for
fea, but the wind blowing frefh at S. W. we were de-
tained until the 2 sth, when it changing to N. N. W. we
put to fea at four o’clock in the afternoon. The wind
however foon became and continued fouth-wefterly un-
til the 2d of September, when it changed to the north.-
ward; and at half paft five in the morning wedifcovered
theland, bearingS.S.W. and at ten we diftinguifhed Cape
Ortugal, bearing S. E. by E. half E. and diftant feven
leagues. The winds were freth but variable until the
4th, when at eight o'clock, A. M. we difcovered Cape
Finifterre, bearing S, W. by S. at ten leagues diftance.

From this time nothing remarkable occurred until the
12th, when at fix in the morning we faw Puerto Santo
at N. W. half N. and about nine lcagues diftant; and
at feven wedifcovered the ifland of Madeira at W. by N.
the Deferters appearing at the fame time W. by S. half

B2 S. At
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4 A JOURNAL OF a

S. At cight the fame evening the fhip came to anchor
with her beft bower in twenty-two fathom water, At
five the next morning we weighed anchor to approach
necarer the fhore, but the wiad and tide being unfa-
vourable, drove us farther diftant, and foon after we re-
ceived two fhots from the Loo Fort, the commandant
imagining it was our intention to depart from the
ifland without making the ufual reports; and by this
tranfaCtion he forfeited the compliment of a falute,
ufually paid by foreign thips of war to all fortifications.
At length however we anchored again in fifteen fathom
water; and the Britith conful foon after waited on
the governor to complain of the indignity we had re-
ccived, for which an apology was made, and the con-
ful was aflured that the officer who had mifbehaved
fhould afk pardon cf Captain Cooke if he required i,
but this was declined.

This town of Fonchial is the capital of the ifland, and
gives name to the bay within which it is fituated. Itis
defended by a wall, and four or five baftions towards the
bay, and has two gates. Its ftreets are narrow and ill-
paved, but the houfes are high. The inhabitants are
computed to be feven or eight thoufand in number, but
among thefe there are but few gentlemen who are not

in
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VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 5

in trade, the greater part being thop-keepers, who
vend imported goods. The town contains two hofpi-
tals, one of which is appropriated for Lepers, and the
other for the general reception of the inferior people,
who want either medical or chirurgical affiftance. It
likewife contains a large Francifcan college, and a f{pa-
cious cathedral, but its churches in general are very
inelegant. Here are likewife two convents, one of
which I vifited feveral times, the abbefs behaving with
great complaifance, and appcaring to be the moft a-
greeable of the fifterhood, among which I did not ob-
ferve one who could pretend to more than a very mo-
derate fhare of beauty. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander
likewife made them a vifit, and were afked many lu-
dicrous queftions, as, When it would thunder and rain?
Where they might find a fpring of frefh water within
the walls of their convent? and others equally pregnant

with credulous fimplicity; for they had conceived an
opinion that thefe gentlemen were poflefled of fome-

thing like magical or fupernatural knowledge.

Here is alfo a Britith factory, which confifts of a con-
ful, vice-conful, and twenty-two merchants, from which
number ten are felected, and four of thefe are annually
chofen by rotation, to direct the bufinefs of the facory

6 in
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6 A JOURNAL OF A

in conjunétion with the conful; they all however pay
cqual fhares of the taxes impofed for defraying the ex-
pences of the factory, of which the greateft part is in-
curred in maintaining an hofpital, with its phyfician,
furgeon, &c. To the eaftward of Fonchial is a fmaller
town, called Santa Cruz ; thefe two are the only towns

on the ifland.

The governor, whofe falary and perquifites amount
to near eleven hundred pounds fterling per annnm, re-
fides at his feat about half a mile diftant from Fonchial ;
there is however a caftle for his refidence in town, which
is defended by feveral cannon towards the bay, and is
feparated by a high wall from the town itfelf.

An Officer conftantly attends at Fonchial to receive
the compliments of Foreigners in the governor’s behalf,
who declines them perfonally.

On our firft arrival the Britith conful folicited per-
miflion for Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and their attend-
ants to vifit the country; but the governor would per-
mit no more than two of them to go abroad at a time;
until afterwards, being more particularly informed of
their errand, he gave them full liberty to purfue their

refearches
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VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 7

refearches at pleafure, and paid them a vifit in perfon,
and was entertained with electrical and other philofo-
phical experiments.

The ifland of Madeira was difcovered in the year
1419, by the Portuguefe fleet under the command of
John Gonzales Zareo Triftan Vaz & Perello, who was
fent out to attempt the paflage of Cape Bajador the year
after the difcovery of the ifland of Puerto Santo.

It is fituated in latitude 32° 33 337, and longitude
16°49 45" Weft from London ; the variation by feveral
obfervations was found tohavedecreafed wefterly 1 §° 30,
the dipping-needle being 77° 18, The beft anchoring
ground is near the Loo Caftle, in twenty, twenty-five,
or thirty fathom, the Eaft fide of the bay being hard,
rocky ground. The ifland is computed to contain fixty
thoufand inhabitants ; its longeft extent is between N.E,
and S. W. It rifes very high, and terminates in a peak,
called Pico Rucco, which is five thoufand and fixty-
eight feet in height. The land rifes by very unequal
elevations from the fea, and forms a ridge which is fre-
quently interrupted by chafms of unequal depths; thefe
extend almoft the whole length of the ifland. This in-
equality of the {urface of the ground has made it ne-

ceflary
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ceflary to extend the roads in ferpentine windings, to
avoid thofe deep gullies which have formed themfelves
in almoft every part, of which the moft confiderable
run in pretty ftrait directions towards the fea, and are
commonly charged with large ftreams of water; but
thefe in approaching the fea are gradually diminifthed
by the peafants, who are allowed to draw off certain
quantities of water by {mall ditches, according to the
fize of their vineyards, which are to be watered thereby.

The ifland produces fix kinds of grapes, viz. the
Malmfey, two black, and three white kinds. It is the
fkin of the black grapes that tinges the wines of Ma-
deira, the juice itfelf being white; hence the difference
of colour in thefe wines arifes from the different pro-
portions in which the black and white grapes arc mixed.
It is commonly reported that no diftilled fpirit is added
to thefe wines, butI have been well aflured of the con-
trary, and have feen the f{pirit ufed for that purpofe.
The beft Madeira is fold at twenty-fix pounds per pipe;
the worft kind, which is made on the North fide, is fold
for thirteen pounds; this is the contra& wine, and is
the fame which is drank by the common people. The
Madcira imported into Great Britain 1s fold at twenty-

three pounds per pipe; there are two inferior forts
which
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VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, 0

which bear the name of Madcira, one of which is fold
at eighteen, and the other at fixteen pounds. All thefe
wines improve greatly by {ea voyages; and of this the
inhabitants are fo well convinced, that almoft all the
wines defigned for their own confumption are fent feve-
ral times to fea.

The Malmfey is a moft excellent wine, and is fold at
forty pounds per pipe. It is generally computed by the
merchants, that the quantity of wine produced in Ma-
deira is between thirty and thirty-five thoufand pipes
annually, of which ten thoufand are exported to Great
Britain and her colonies,

Six fhips are permitted to fail from hence to Brafil
every year loaded with wine. I faw no carriages during
our ftay at Madeira, but was told of a fedan kept by
an Englith gentleman. We found the longitude of
Puerto Santo by obfervation, 16° 56 W, and its lati-
tude 33° co’N,

September 19, The wind changing to E. S. E. we
weighed anclior and ftood 1o fea. The weather conti-
nuing favourable, 6n the 22d we faw the iflands of
Salvages, S. S, W. half W. diftant eight miles; they are

C two
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10 A JOURNAL OF A

two fmall uninhabited iflands, fituated between Madeiva
and the Canaries, The 23d we reached the trade-
winds, then at N, E, and the fame day we difcovered
the Peak of Teneriffe, the largeft of the Canary iflands,
being forty-five miles in length.  The Peak, according
to Dr. Halley, is two miles and a quarter in height;
but by Dr. Heberden it is computed at fifteen thoufand
three hundred and ninety-five feet; in clear weather
1t may be feen thirty-feven leagues at fea. This ifland
produces wine, fruits, and cattle; its chief town is
called Laguna. September 24, we failed between the
Grand Canaries and Teneriffe, the trade-wind blowing
freth with a thick haze. At this time we obferved
many things rufting and moulding. On the 27ththe
wind and fea continuing favourable, we began to ferve
the ﬂ‘:ip’é crew with wine and four krout, On the 2 8th
feveral land birds were difcovered, of which we canglit
two, ncarly refembling the yeliow water-wagtail,
The 2 gth, at eleven A, M, we faw the ifland of Bona
Vifta, at N. 48° W, and diftant eleven miles. Oftc-
ber 2d we perceived a current fetting E, S. E. and
W. N. W. From this time nothing remarkable occur-
ed, until the 7th, when the winds becamc variable
from South to Weft, with frequent fhowers of rain.
This day we caught two {wallows and feveral marine

animals.
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