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the law of copyright, but devoted his free time to studying Anglo-Saxon
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PREFACE.

IN prefenting to the public this laft volume of my

Anglo-Saxon Hiftory, I have completed my
original undertaking. No labour has been fpared
to colle&t information from every acceflible fource,
and to ftate the falts obtained with as much con-
cifenefs as was confiftent with intelligibility. 1
could have withed to have extended my inquiries
on fome of the topics difcufled, but as it appeared to
me unreafonable to devote five volumes to that
period of our hiftory which precedes the Norman
conqueft, I have confined the prefent publication
to a fingle volume, and have endeavoured within,
that compals to comprife all that was material to
be known on the fubjets mentioned in the title
page.

The great obje&t of the work has always been
to preferve thofe interefting particulars concerning
our Anglo-Saxon anceftors which had been left
unnoticed in their ancient MSS., and to throw
light where it was poffible on thofe parts of their
hiftory which had been uftally deemed confuled
and obfcure. To fulfil thefe purpofes, T have
examined every MS. and author within my reach
which promifed to be ufeful: I have been fcru-

Vor. IV, a
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vi PREFACE.

pulous to infert no circumftance without a fuf-
ficient authority, and it has been always important
to me that my quotations fhould be faithful.

Some of the fubjefts of this volume have been
the object of zealous controverfy. In thefe quef-
ftions I have difregarded all theory and difpute,
and have confined myfelf to the tatk of ftating
with care and truth the faéts which I have found
recorded on {uch points in the Anglo-Saxon writers.
I hope the prefent work will add much original
information to the firft periods of our hiftory.
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