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THE
HISTORY

OF THEC

ANGLO-SAXONS.

Of the Saxons in their Pagan State.

CHAP. L
The Charalter and Perfons of the mo/? ancient Saxons.

"JHE civil and military hiftory of the Anglo-5 o 0 &
Saxons having been detailed, it is propofed !, 5.
to complete the original undertaking by prefenting, 1
in this volume, as corret a pi¢ture of their mauners,
government, laws, literature, religion, and lan-
guage, as the imperfe& documents which remain
will enable us 10 compofe. If fome of the features
muft be ftill left in obfcurity, let it be recolletted
that nearly eight hundred years have paffed away
fince the period at which this hiftory terminates.
Vor. 1V, B No
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3 HISTORY OF THE MANNERS, &c;

8 0 o K No part of the Anglo-Saxon zra was very luminous

Y _ in its literature ; and our narrative muft be defi-
cient where our materials are fcanty. Nothing
therefore muft be expeted by the public but that
the details which are given be authentic, and that
fancy be not fuffered to let loofe her phantomsin
thofe places which time has furrendered to irre-
movable oblivion.

THe Anglo-Saxons came to England from the
Germanic continent; and above a century had
elapfed from their firlt fetclements before they re-
ceived thofe improvements and changes which fol-
lowed the introduttion of the Chriftian fyftem.
Thefe circumftances will make it advifable to ex-
hibit them as they were in their continental and
pagan ftate, before they are delineaced with the
features and in the drefs of Chriftianity.

IT would be extremely defirable to give a com.
plete portrait of our anceftors in their uncivilized
ftate, becaule this is an epocha in the hiftory of the
human mind which has fcldom been faithfully de-
tailed or fufficiently confidered. But our curiofity
muft fubmit to difappointment on this fubject. The
converted Anglo-Saxon remembered the pradtices
of his idolatrous anceftors with too much abhor-
rence to record them for the notice of future ages;
and as we have no runic fpells to call the pagan
warrior fiom his grave, we can only fee hin in
thofe imperfe& fketches which patient induftry may
colle&t from the paflages that are fcattered in the
works which time has fpared.

THE charaler of the ancient Saxons difplayed
the qualities of fearlefs, aclive, and fuccefsful pi-

rates.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108082044
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-08204-4 — The History of the Anglo-Saxons
Sharon Turner

Excerpt

More Information

OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS. 3

rates. It is not merely a Spanifh churchman® whoc # a p.
remarks them as dreadful for their courage and _,..1~
agility, but the literary emperor, who had lived
among barbarians, and who had fought with fome
Saxon tribes, denotes them as diftinguithed amongft
their neighbours for vehemence and valourz. The
pagan hiftorian, their contemporary, exprefles the
general feeling of his age wlien he ranks them as
fuperior to others in energy, ftrength, and warlike
fortitude 3.

THEIR ferocious qualities were nourifthed by the
habitual employment of indifcriminate depredation.
It was from the cruelty and deltrutivenefs, as well
as from the fuddennefls of their incurfions, that
they were dreaded more than any other people.
Like the Danes and Norwegians, their fucceffors
and affailants, they defolated where they plundered
with the fword and flame:s.

IT was confiftency in fuch men to have been
inattentive to danger. They launched their pre-
datory veflels, and fuffered the wind to blow them
to any foreign coaft, indifferent whether the refult
was a depredation unrefifted, or the deathful con-
flit. Such was their cupidity, or their brutal

* Orofius, lib. vii. c. 32.

2 Julian Imp. Orat. de laud. Conft. p. 116.

3 Zozimus, lib. iii. p. 147 ed. Ox.

4 Salvian fays, gens Saxonum fera eft, de Gub. Deij, lib. iv.
V. Fortunatus calls them ¢“afpera gens, vivens quali more
ferino,” 8 Mag. Bib. 787; and Sidonius has the ftrong cx-
preflion of ¢ omni hofti truculentior,” lib. viii. ¢. 7. Even
in the eighth century the Saxons on the continent are de-
fcribed by Eginhard as ““ natura feroces,” p. 4.

5 Amm, Marcell. lib. xxviii. c. 3.

B2 hardihood,
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4 HISTORY OF THE MANNERS, &c.

BOOK hatdihood, that they often preferred embarking in

;__,,.___, the tempeft which might thipwreck them, becaufe at
{uch a feafon theirvictims would be more unguarded.
"Their warfare did not originate from the more ge-
nerous, or the more pardonable of man’s evil paf-
fions. It was the offspring of the bafeft. Their
fwords were not unfheathed by ambition or re-
venge. The love of plunder and of cruelty was
their favourite habit, and hence they attacked, indif-
ferently, every coaft which they could reach s.

As their naval expeditions, though often wildly
daring, were much governed by the policy of fur-
prize, fo their land incurfions were fometimes con.
duted with all the craft of robbers. ¢ Difperfed
into many bodies,” fays Zozimus of one of their
confederates, ¢ they plundered by night, and when
“ day appeared they concealed themfelves in the
¢ woods, feafting on the booty they had gained °.”’
They are, however, feldom mentioned by the hifto-
rians of the fourth and fifth centuries without fome
epithets which exprefs a fuperiority over other men
in their atchievements or their courage.

Tae ferocity of the Saxon charaéter would feem
to fuit better the dark and melancholy phyfiogno-
mies of Afia and Africa than the fair, pleafing, and
blue-eyed countenances by which our anceftors are

¢ Amm. Marcell. lib. xxviii, ¢. 3. xxvii. c. 8. Sid. Apoll.
queted at length in the firft volume of this hiftory, p. 75.

7 Zozimus, lib. iii. p. 149. This tribe whom he calls.
Quadi, Marcellinus, lib. xvii. ¢. 8, more corrcé@ly names
Chamavi. Thefe robbers were deftroyed by one Chariette,
a Franc, who organized fome corps on the fame plan.

defcribed.
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OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS. 5

deferibed®.  But though nature had {upplied them ¢ 1 a ».
with the germs of thofe amiable qualities which __i____‘
have become the national charalter of their defcen-
dants, their direful cuftoms, their acquired paffions,
and barbarous education perverted every good pro-
penfity. So duétile is the human capacity, that
there is no colour, climate, or conftitution, which
governs the moral charalter {o permanently as the
good or evil habits and difcipline to which it is fub-
jelted.
TrEeir perfons were of the largeft fize® On
the continent they were fo proud of their forms
and their defcent, and fo anxious to perpetuate
them, that they were averfe to marriages with other
nations'®. Hence the colour of the hair of their males
is mentioned as uniform. In the fourth century they
had a peculiar method of arranging and curtting their
hair, which Sidonius has defcribed. It had he
effe of enlarging the appearance of the face, and
diminifhing the head *'.  In the following ages it is

8 Sidon. Appol. lib. viii, ep. 9. Bede, lib. ii. c. 1. Theex-
preffions applied by Tacitus to all the German nations are,
¢ truces, et cerulei oculi.””

® Meginhard in Langbaine, Scrip. Dan. tom. ii. p. 39.
Wittichind, p. 5.

'® Meginh. ib. Tacitus had exprefled the fame of all the
German tribes.

't Cujus vertices extimas per oras
Non conteuta fuos tenere morfus
Ar&at lamina marginem comarum
Et fic crinibus ad catem recifis
Decrefeit caput, additurque valtus.
Sid. Ap.

B3 mentioned.
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6 HISTORY OF THE MANNERS, &c.

B OO g, mentioned as diffufed upon their fhoulders*; and
‘e an ancient Saxon law punifhed the man who feized
another by the hair .

Ix their drefs their loofe linen vefts were adorned
with trimming, woven in different colours'*. Their
external garment was the fagum, or cloak **, and
they had fhoes. Their females had gowns, and fe-
veral ornaments for the arms, hands, and neck .

TrEe Saxons who invaded Thuringia in the fixth
century are defcribed by Wittichind as leaning on
fmall fhields, with long lances, and with great
knives, or crooked {words, by their fides ’. Fa.

** Wittichind, p. 5.

¥ 1 Linden. Codex legum, p. 474. .

' Paul: Warnefrid de geft. Langob lib. iv. c. 3, p.
838. Grot. ed. The veft is mentioned in the old Saxon
law, p. 474, and their idol Crodps had one.—Fabric. Hift.
Sax. tom. i« p. 61.

¥ Wittichind, p. §, and fee Lindenbrog Gloffary Voc.
Sagum, and Weifs. The curious may fee a defcription of
the drefs of a Franc in the Monk of St. Gall’s life of Charle-
magne, and of a Longobard. in P. Warnefridus, lib. iv. c. 23.

*6 One is called in the old Anglian law the Rhedo, to the
ftealing of which the fame penalty was attached as to fteal-
ing fix fows with pig. The mother, in the fame law, might
at her ‘death leave to her fon, landy flaves, and money ; to
her daughter, the ornaments of the neck: id eff, murznas
(necklaces), nufcas, monilia (collars), inaures (ear-rings),
veftes, armillas (braceletsy vel quidquid ornamenti proprii
videbatur habuiffe. 1 Lindenb. p. 484.

7 Wittichind, §. As Tacitus remarks that the Germans
feldom had fwords, and more generally javelins, there is
fome plaufibility in the derivation of the Saxon name from
their fachs, or peculiar fwords. The Cimbri on the con-
trary had great and long fwords, according to Plutarch in
his life of Marius,

bricius,
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OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS. 7

bricius, an author of the fixteenth century, fawinc u a p.
an ancient picture of a Saxon, a fword bent into a ey
femilunar thape .  He adds, that their fhields were
fufpended by chains, that their horfemen ufed iron

fledges ™, and that their armour was heavy, I

have not met with the documents from which he

took thefe circumftances.

s Fabric. i. p. 66.

!9 The favourite weapon of Thor, according to the
northern eddas, was a mallet.

B4 CHAP.
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