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Travel and Exploration in Asia

This collection of travel narratives, mainly from the nineteenth century,
records the impressions of Europeans who visited China, Japan, South

and South-East Asia. Some came as missionaries, others as members of
trade or diplomatic missions, or as colonial administrators. Some were
straightforward tourists, and one or two arrived as prisoners or shipwrecked
sailors. Such accounts of travellers’ experiences in exotic locations were eagerly
received by European readers.

Nine Years in Nipon

The Scottish doctor Henry Faulds (1843-1930) is best remembered for his
role in the history of fingerprinting. His strong religious faith had first led
him to missionary work in India and then, from 1874, in Japan. He worked
there as a surgeon in the mission hospital at Tsukiji, near Tokyo, where

he also established a medical school and a school for the blind. It was his
discovery of the impressions of thumbprints on ancient Japanese pottery
which led to his development of a fingerprinting system and his championing
of it as a forensic tool. The present work, part-travelogue, part-journal,

was first published in 1885. It remains an engaging account of Japanese life,
customs, geography and natural history, interwoven with discussions of
topics such as education, language, and the future of the country. There are
characterful line drawings throughout. Faulds’ Dactylography (1912) is also
reissued in the Cambridge Library Collection.
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economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
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Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these
images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108081627
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THIS WORK IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED.
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PREFACE.

S0 many works have of late been written on Japan that
perhaps the best apology for publishing a new one is that
the public seem to wish for more.

My aim has been to give in language as free as
possible from pedantic jargon such an account of Nipon
and its people as may instruct, without unduly boring
my readers. A great deal more might have been written
than I have here attempted, but fortunately strict limits
were imposed upon me, and I sincerely hope that useful
and interesting things only have found admission.

I have been obliged to omit, most reluctantly, a large
section in which I intended to give some account of the
religious and moral systems which prevail in Japan, but,
should this work succeed in finding a moderate measure
of public approbation, I hope soon to expand my notes

on these subjects into a separate volume.
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