
Medieval History
This series includes pioneering editions of medieval historical accounts by 
eye-witnesses and contemporaries, collections of source materials such as 
charters and letters, and works that applied new historiographical methods 
to the interpretation of the European middle ages. The nineteenth century 
saw an upsurge of interest in medieval manuscripts, texts and artefacts, 
and the enthusiastic efforts of scholars and antiquaries made a large body 
of material available in print for the first time. Although many of the analyses 
have been superseded, they provide fascinating evidence of the academic 
practices of their time, while a considerable number of texts have still not 
been re-edited and are still widely consulted.

The Imperial Administrative System 
in the Ninth Century

The classical historian J.B. Bury (1861–1927) was the author of a history of 
Greece (also reissued in this series) which served as a standard textbook for 
over a century. He also wrote on the later history of the Roman empire, and, 
in this 1911 work, examines the text (of which he provides an edition) of the 
‘Kletorologion’ of Philotheos, an otherwise unknown official at the court of 
Byzantine Emperor Leo VI in the late ninth century. The work is a guide to 
precedence and court hierarchy, which at this time were of great political and 
social importance. Bury uses it to throw light on an administrative process in 
a period from which few other administrative documents have survived, but 
also works backwards from it to the far better recorded period of the reign of 
Justinian, demonstrating the likely developments of the imperial system in 
the intervening three centuries.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1911
This digitally printed version 2015

isbn  978-1-108-08150-4  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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