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From the middle of the eighteenth century, with the growth of travel at home
and abroad and the increase in leisure for the wealthier classes, the arts became
the subject of more widespread appreciation and discussion. The rapid
expansion of book and periodical publishing in this area both reflected and
encouraged interest in art and art history among the wider reading public.
This series throws light on the development of visual culture and aesthetics.
It covers topics from the Grand Tour to the great exhibitions of the nineteenth
century, and includes art criticism and biography.

An Autobiography

The young Elizabeth Butler (née Thompson, 1846-1933) and her sister,

the poet Alice Meynell, were educated at home by their wealthy father,

and much of their childhood was spent in Italy. Elizabeth began to train as
an artist at the Female School of Art, South Kensington, in 1866. She became
famous for her work in the genre (unusual for a woman) of military art,
one of her best known paintings being The Roll Call, an imagined incident
from the Crimea. She took great trouble to ensure the accuracy of details
of regimental uniform, and her depiction of the bravery and stoicism of
the ‘ordinary British soldier’ was much appreciated in the late nineteenth
century. This brisk and amusing 1922 autobiography, illustrated with her own
sketches, takes the reader from her childhood through her artistic success to
her life as the wife of a soldier and the mother of five children.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1922
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-08128-3 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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FOREWORD

THE memoirs of a great artist must inevitably
evoke the interest and appreciation of the initiated.
But this book makes a wider appeal, written as it is
by a woman whose career, apart from her art, has
been varied and adventurous, who has travelled
widely and associated, not only with the masters of
her own craft, but with the great and eminent in many
fields. It is, moreover, the revelation of a personality
apart, at once feminine and virile, endued with the
force engendered by unswerving adherence to lofty
aims.

In this age of insistent ugliness, when the term
“realism ” is used to cloak every form of grossness
and degeneracy, it is a privilege to commune with one
who speaks of her “ experiences of the world’s loveli-
ness ” and describes herself as “full of interest in
mankind.” These two phrases, taken at random from
the opening pages of “ From Sketch Book and Diary,”
seem to me eminently characteristic of Lady Butler
and her work. She is a worshipper of Beauty in its
spiritual as well as its concrete form, and all her life
she has envisaged mankind in its nobler aspect.

At seven years old little Elizabeth Thompson was
already drawing miniature battles, at seventeen she
was lamenting that as yet she had achieved nothing
great, and a very few years later the world was
ringing with the fame of the painter of *“ The Roll
Call.”

v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108081283
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-08128-3 - An Autobiography
Elizabeth Butler

Frontmatter

More information

FOREWORD

Through the accumulated interests of changeful
years, charged for her with intense joy and sorrow,
she has kept her valiant standard flying, in her art as
in her life remaining faithful to her belief in humanity,
using her power and insight for its uplifting. Not only
has she depicted for us great events and strenuous
action, with a sureness all her own, she has caught and
materialised the qualities which inspire heroic deeds—
courage, endurance, fidelity to a life’s ideal even in
the moment of death. And all without shirking the
dreadful details of the battlefield ; amid blood and
grime and misery, in loneliness and neglect, in the
desperate steadfastness of a lost cause, her figures
stand out true to themselves and to the highest
traditions of their country.

During the recent world-upheaval Lady Butler
devoted herself in characteristic fashion to the
pursuance of her aims. Many of the subjects painted
and exhibited during those terrible years still preached
her gospel. She worked, moreover, with a twofold
motive. Widow of a great soldier, she devoted the
proceeds of her labours to her less fortunate sisters
left impoverished, and even destitute, by the War.

“ L’artiste donne de soi,” said M. Paderewski once.

Lady Butler has always given generously of her
best, and perhaps this book of memories, intimate
and characteristic, this record of wide interests and
high endeavour, full of picturesque incident and
touched with delicate humour, is as valuable a gift
as any that she has yet bestowed.

M. E. Francrs.

vi
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