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Books of enduring scholarly value

Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world by
the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and science,
anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought new
perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of religion
and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This series
explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion
and science.

Shinto

The diplomat and Japanese and Korean scholar William George Aston
(1841-1911) wrote several highly regarded publications, particularly on the
Japanese language. Condensed from his more comprehensive 1905 study of
the subject, this 1907 work is a brief introduction to Shinto, the indigenous
religion of Japan. Based on the worship of nature and ancestor spirits,
Shinto has evolved throughout its history, particularly under Buddhist and
Confucian influence. In the late nineteenth century it played a notable role
in the revival of Japanese nationalism, and continued to be central to public
life until 1945. This work focuses on describing its general character, and its
myths and practices, drawing on early written sources based on the oral
tradition. Aston’s work has been criticised for its dependence on philological
study of the early texts, but his expertise is undeniable. His groundbreaking
History of Japanese Literature (1899) is also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108080927

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2015

This edition first published 1907
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-08092-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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SHINTO: THE ANCIENT
RELIGION OF JAPAN
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RELIGIONS: ANCIENT AND MODERN.

Foolscap 8vo. Price 1s. net per Volume.

ANIMISM.

By EDWARD CLODD, Author of Tke Story of Creation.

PANTHEISM.

By JAMES ALLANSON PICTON, Author of 7/ke Religion of the
Universe.

THE RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT CHINA.

By Professor GILES, LL.D., Professor of Chinese in the University -
of Cambridge.

THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT GREECE.

By JANE HARRISON, Lecturer at Newnham College, Cambridge,
Author of Prolegomena to Study of Greek Religion.

ISLAM.

By SYED AMEER ALI, M.A., C.L.LE,, late of H.M.’s High Court
of Judicature in Bengal, Author of Tke Spirit of Islam and The
Ethics of Islam.

MAGIC AND FETISHISM.

By Dr. A. C. HappoN, F.R.S., Lecturer on Ethnology at Cam-
bridge University.

THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT EGYPT.

By Professor W. M. FLINDERS PETRIE, F.R.S.

THE RELIGION OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

By THEOPHILUS G. PINCHES, late of the British Museum.

HINDUISM.

By Dr. L. D. BARNETT, of the Department of Oriental Printed
Books and MSS., British Museum.

SCANDINAVIAN RELIGION.

By WILLIAM A. CRAIGIE, Joint Editor of the Oxford English
Dictionary.

CELTIC RELIGION.

By Professor ANWYL, Professor of Welsh at University College,
Aberystwyth.

THE MYTHOLOGY OF ANCIENT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.
By CHARLES SQUIRE, Author of ke Alythology of the British
Islands.

JUDAISM.

By ISRAEL ABRAHAMS, M.A., Reader in Talmudic Literature in
Cambridge University, Author of Jewish Life in the Middle Ages.

SHINTO: THE RELIGION OF OLD JAPAN.

By W. G. AstoN, C.M.G., Author of A History of Jaganese
Lziterature. [Nearly Ready.

ISLAM IN INDIA.

By T. W. ARNOLD, Assistant Librarian at the India Office,
Author of T/he Preaching of Islam. [77 Preparation.

BUDDHISM. 2 vols.

By Professor RHYS DAvIDS, LL.D., late Secretary of The Royal
Asiatic Society.

PRIMITIVE OR NICENE CHRISTIANITY.

By JoHN SUTHERLAND BLACK, LL.D., Joint Editor of the
Encyclopedia Biblica.

Other Volumes to follow.
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SHINTO

THE ANCIENT RELIGION
OF JAPAN

By
W. G. ASTON, C.M.G., D.Lrr.

LONDON

ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & CO Ltp
16 JAMES STREET HAYMARKET
1907
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Edinburgh: T. and A. ConsTABLE, Printers to His Majesty
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