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CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Travel, Middle East and Asia Minor

This collection of travel narratives, primarily from the nineteenth century,
describing the topography, antiquities and inhabitants of the Middle East,
from Turkey, Kurdistan and Persia to Mesopotamia, Syria, Jerusalem, Sinai,
Egypt and Arabia. While some travellers came to study Christian sites and
manuscripts, others were fascinated by Islamic culture and still others by the
remains of ancient civilizations. Among the authors are several daring female
explorers.

Persia and the Persian Question

Following his election to Parliament, George Nathaniel Curzon (1859-1925)
embarked on extensive travels and research in Asia, spending several months
in Persia in 1889-90. Later viceroy of India, Curzon believed that growing
Russian influence in Asia threatened Britain’s interests, and that Persia was
an important buffer state. Highly regarded upon publication in 1892, this
illustrated two-volume work is a mix of history, geography, travel narrative,
and social and political analysis. Intended to educate readers at home as to
Persia’s strategic significance, the work reflects its author’s staunch support
for British imperialism. Volume 2 covers Curzon’s travels from Tehran down
to the Persian Gulf, and gives an overview of Persia’s southern and eastern
provinces. As well as discussing Persepolis and other ruins, Curzon covers
Persian trade and industry, as well as Russian and British policy towards the
country. His Problems of the Far East (1894) is also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice
of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-
of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the
content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give
a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality
standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The latest
print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be
supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 88s, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108080859
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This edition first published 1892
This digitally printed version 2018

ISBN 978-1-108-08085-9 Paperback

'This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these
images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108080859
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