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Books of enduring scholarly value

Archaeology

The discovery of material remains from the recent or the ancient past has
always been a source of fascination, but the development of archaeology

as an academic discipline which interpreted such finds is relatively recent.
It was the work of Winckelmann at Pompeii in the 1760s which first revealed
the potential of systematic excavation to scholars and the wider public.
Pioneering figures of the nineteenth century such as Schliemann, Layard
and Petrie transformed archaeology from a search for ancient artifacts,

by means as crude as using gunpowder to break into a tomb, to a science
which drew from a wide range of disciplines - ancient languages and literature,
geology, chemistry, social history - to increase our understanding of human
life and society in the remote past.

The Wallet-Book of the Roman Wall

After the success of his 1851 book on the Roman Wall (also reissued in this
series), in 1863 John Collingwood Bruce (1805-92) published this shorter
work, intended as ‘a guide to pilgrims journeying along the Barrier of the
Lower Isthmus. Designed ‘for the field, not the library table, it sought ‘to inform
the traveller what he is to look for, and to assist him in examining it Bruce
first gives a short history of the wall, including medieval and more recent
accounts, and then an overview of the 73-mile structure itself, from Wallsend
in the east to Bowness in the west. The remainder of the book, illustrated
with maps and line engravings, leads the traveller from section to section,
noting details such as the re-use of Roman masonry in more recent buildings.
This guide was enormously popular, and newly revised versions continue
to be published in the twenty-first century.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1863
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-08066-8 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these
images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108080668
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PREFACE.

CAMDEN, speaking of the Roman works in Britain,
says “Certes, they are works of exceeding great
admiration, and sumptuous magnificence ; especially
the Picts’ Wall” Stukeley in his Iter Boreale
denominates the Wall “The noblest monument in
Europe.” Hutton of Birmingham made the tour of
the Wall on foot in his 79th year; and has left us an
account of his journey, which is full of youthful en-
thusiasm.

At one time Camden, Stukeley, and Hutton had
but few followers—now, the general diffusion of
knowledge, the interest felt by Englishmen in the
history of their own country, and a better apprecia-
tion of the value of antiquarian research, have
awakened a desire in many carefully to examine
the Barrier of the Lower Isthmus from sea to sea.
Once more the language of Chaucer is applicable :—

¢ Then longen folk to go on pilgrimages.”

To assist such, this little work has been prepared.
It is intended for the field, not the library table.
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iv. PREFACE.

It does not profess to describe the various objects
visited, but to inform the traveller what he is to
look for, and to assist him in examining it.

The writer may be allowed to refer those who
wish for a fuller description of the Barrier and its
antiquities, to his work upon “The Roman Wall,” a
third edition of which has been some years in pre-
paration, and will ere long be issued.

He hopes soon also to put into the hands of
antiquaries a treatise upon the Inscribed and
Sculptured Stones of the Roman Era” which have
been found in the North of England ; in the pre-
paration of which he has derived most important
assistance from some of the learned and the noble of
the land.

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
15 July, 1863.
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